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Above: This advert from the Commercial Motor, 
dated 28th June 1963, features an interesting 
multiple-exposure picture of an LAD-cabbed 
Leyland Comet, with Edbro-Pilot tipping gear 
and body, proving the point that the various 
Edwards Brothers’businesses in Bolton 
eventually came together, under the Edbro 
name, as the major supplier of tippers for the 
UK market. 

H ere we are at the turn of the year. 

As I write this. I'm looking forward 
to Christmas, so I'll wish you all 
the compliments of the season, 
and hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. It will be time 
for those New Year Resolutions, to do all the 
things you've been meaning to do, like getting 
a subscription to your favourite magazine, 
which I hope, of course, is Vintage Roadscene! 
We've lots of good stuff on the way for 2019, so 
don't miss it... 

I've long thought that Pilot bodies and 
tipping gear, being made at Pilot Works, 
Manchester Road, Bolton, by a company also 
known as M Edwards & Sons, must be related 
to 'Edbro', the well-known name for tippers, also 
hailing from Bolton. Well, the advert from 1963 
reproduced on this page, extolling the virtues 
of'Edbro-Pilot'tipping gears and bodies, seems 
to prove the point. 

According to an article in Commercial 
Motor from June 1969, published on the 
Golden Jubilee of the founding of the original 
company, seven brothers in Bolton, Maurice, 
Miles, Harold, William, Frank, Stanley and 
Charles Edwards made their mark on the road 
transport with the development of tipping 
vehicles, although they were associated with 
other automotive interests as well, including 
goods and passenger bodywork and moving 
floors. 

The original company was Bromilow & 
Edwards Ltd, established after Maurice Edwards 
designed the first British hydraulic tipping gear. 
By 1969, the Edbro name had come to the fore, 
with the main works in Lever Street in Bolton, 
but there were four other substantial plants in 
operation, in some cases originally occupied by 
Edwards Bros (Tippers) Ltd, which merged with 
Bromilow and Edwards Ltd in 1952, or Pilot 
Works Ltd, which was acquired in 1962, not to 


Right: Showing the long history of the Edbro 
company, W H Bowker’s 1924 Thornycroft BX, 

TC 9816, seen here at the British Commercial 
Vehicle Museum at Leyland, is believed to 
be the oldest hydraulic tipper in the world, 
and still fitted with its original Bromilow & 
Edwards tipping gear. The lorry is also thought 
to be the only surviving example of the BX 
model, and Bowker is only its second owner 
since it was new, having bought it around 
1960. Much of the lorry is original, and it still 
has the oil Lamps that came with it when it was 
bought. It was new to Loom makers W B White 
of Colne, with two demountable bodies, the 
tipper for collecting coal from the local railway 
sidings for the foundry, and a flat body for 
delivering finished Looms to customers. Seems 
there’s nothing new under the sun... 



If 

Member of the 
Bromilow and Edwards 
Group of Companies 


it pays to tip EDBRO 

In providing the ‘power to tip’, Edbro-Pilot can claim first place 
among the pioneers. Today, the Edbro-Pilot range of tipping 
gears and bodies claims first consideration in the transport world. 

The range includes front-ram, under-body, and three-way 
assemblies - . . from the smallest truck to the giant dumper. 

Whatever the choice of chassis, specify EDBRO-PILOT— 
for maximum annual load. 


-PILOT 

TIPPING GEARS and 

EDBRO LIMITED, Bolton, Lancashire 

Phone: Bolton 62221. Telex: 63196 Grams: ‘EDBRO'Bolton 

London Depot: 258/264 Goldhawk Road, Seven Stars, Shepherds Bush, W.12 
Phone: Shepherds Bush 6262 City Office: CHAncery 5130 


THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR June 2 S 1963 


mention Wood Hoists Ltd, which also seems 
to have been part of the group, although 
the Edwards Brothers seem to have been 
involved with all these businesses over the 
years. Edbro is still in business, in Bolton, but is 
part of German-based 'Jost-World', said to be 'a 
world leader in the manufacturing of systems, 



modules and components for commercial 
vehicles' - remember when Jost fifth-wheels 
were new in the UK? 





It is sometimes 
difficult to 
work out the 
exact model 
of a Lorry 
built by the 
constituents 
of the British 
Motor 

Corporation, 
after Austin 
and Morris 
came together, 
making almost 
identical 
vehicles, but 
with different model Letters or numbers. 
We’ve tried to sort them out for the Lorries 
pictured at various shows to be seen in this 
month’s ‘Scenes Past’ feature. Next time, we’ll 
show some more BMC Lorries at work... 
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THORNYCROFT'S NUBIAN MAJORS 


Ron Henderson looks ot a vehicle designed as the basis of an Aircraft Fire Crash Tender. 




Above: Carmichael’s Jetranger 1700 was 
one of the most popular airport crash 
tenders built on the Nubian Major chassis. 
This one, dating from 1966, was one of the 
first and featured jack-knife doors in the 
rear cab wall, to allow one of the crew to 
access the platform to operate the roof 
monitor when the vehicle was underway. 


T heThornycroft Nubian Major 
six wheel drive chassis was a 
more powerful version of the 
Nubian, developed entirely as 
a high-performance Aircraft 
Fire Crash Tender, designed for a gross 
weight of 20 tons and capable of carrying 
a greater amount of water and foam. This 
was not a commercial vehicle variant and 
was designed especially for firefighting 
purposes as opposed to the modification 
of an existing chassis. 

Making its debut at the 1964 Commercial 
Motor Show, the vehicle was powered by 
a specially-produced Cummins V8 diesel 
engine, which produced 306 bhp at 2,800 
rpm. This produced a power to weight 
ration of almost 15 bhp per ton weight. A 
five-speed epicyclic gearbox allowed gear 
changes to be made under full power, 
with no loss of speed or traction and the 
vehicle could attain a maximum speed of 


Above: Liverpool Fire Brigade was responsible for the fire protection at the city’s Speke Airport, 
and bought two of Merryweather’s Nubian Major conversions. The first one, delivered in 1967, 
was the first of its type, carrying 1,300 gallons of pre-mixed foam, 500 Lbs of dry powder and 
six 80 Lb carbon dioxide cylinders, delivering the gas through the side-mounted hose reel. 


over 55 mph. The vehicle's power take-off 
was designed to be engaged while the 
vehicle was either stationery or in motion, 
meaning it could discharge water and 
foam, while still on the approach to a 
crashed aircraft. 


Six fire appliance builders were approved 
by Thornycroft to construct crash tenders 
on the Nubian Major chassis. Four were 
established firms that had previously built 
airport crash tenders on an assortment 
of chassis; Carmichael, HCB-Angus, 
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Above: British Airports Authority was 
responsible for several Larger airports, 
including Heathrow and Gatwick. BAA 
opted for Nubian Majors with bodywork 
by GLoster Saro. Carrying 1,500 gallons of 
water and 260 gallons of foam, they were 
recognised by their exposed water tanks, 
which were Later painted bright yellow. 
The prototype naturally went to Heathrow 
Airport. 

Right: HCB-Angus was another company 
which utilised the Nubian Major for its 
airport appliances, most of which were for 
overseas customers, such as this ‘Firefly’ 
finished in white for Nandi Airport, Fiji. 

Its firepower was much Less than other 
similar units, carrying just 850 gallons 
of water and 200 gallons of foam. Fiji’s 
second international airport, at Nausari, 
had Merryweather Nubian Majors. 

Merryweather and Pyrene. A newcomer 
to the specialised aircraft-crash rescue 
field was Dennis Bros, of Guildford which, 
of course, was a leading manufacturer 



of fire engines, but had little previous 
involvement in the specialised field of 
airport fire-fighting, and finally a total 
newcomer to the fire engine market, 
Gloster Saro of Hucclecote, Gloucester. 

Carmichael & Sons of Worcester 
introduced its Nubian-Major Jetranger 
1700 crash tender at the Farnborough Air 
Show in November 1966. It had a capacity 
of 1,350 gallons of water and 150 gallons 
of foam. Foam could be discharged from 
the roof monitor at a rate of 7,000 gallons 
per minute (gpm). A 300 lb cylinder of 
dry-powder medium was also carried. It 
was one of the company's most successful 
products, with examples being exported to 


many countries, including the Middle East, 
Africa, Australasia and the Caribbean. 

Pyrene was one of the leading suppliers 
of foam-making appliances and one of 
the companies approved byThornycroft, 
which also adopted the Nubian Major for 
its Protector range of airport crash tenders. 
These vehicles carried 1,400 gallons of 
water and 200 gallons of foam, while the 
roof monitor could discharge foam at the 
rate of 6,300 gallons per minute. 

One of the most significant aircraft 
developments of the time was the 
introduction of the'Jumbo Jet', with the 
airports handling these aircraft having 
to make special arrangements to comply 


with the standards applicable to these 
aircraft. British Airports Authority at the 
time operated Britain's biggest airports, 
most of which were capable of handling 
Jumbo Jets, and for their new generation 
of fire appliances, opted for Nubian 
Majors, constructed by a newcomer to the 
scene, Gloster Saro. These machines were 
allocated to all of the authority's airports 
and were identified by their exposed 1,800 
gallon water tanks and 250 gallon foam 
tanks. The monitor could expel foam at a 
rate of 6,500 gpm. 

Another newcomer to the specialist field 
of aircraft crash rescue was Dennis Bros. 
The prototype Dennis-bodied Nubian 
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Left: To prove that these monster fire engines 
could be seen on public roads, this Royal 
Air Force Dennis-bodied Mk9 Nubian Major 
was attending to a Canberra aircraft, which 
crashed into some houses at Hartford, near 
Huntingdon, in May 1977, while on the 
approach to RAF Wyton.These machines 
carried 1,250 gallons of water and 125 gallons 
of foam. They were the first RAF fire engines to 
feature roller-shutter Locker covers. 

Below: Some of Carmichael’s Jet Rangers were 
rebuilt with two man cabs and in some cases 
dual roof monitors. This former Belfast Airport 
Machine was pictured at Plymouth City Airport 
and was the Last one in service in the UK when 
photographed in 2011.The airport closed 
shortly afterwards. 


Major crash tender was commissioned by 
the Ministry of Defence in 1970 for service 
at Boscombe Down. This was an interesting 
vehicle, as it led to a big initial order from 
the Ministry of Defence, for a batch of 66 
Mk 9 appliances for service at Royal Air 
Force and Royal Navy bases both at home 
and overseas. A second order to the value 
of £300,000 followed in 1975. There was a 
total of 89 Mark 9 appliances built for the 
military, including 11 for the Royal Navy. In 
common with most RAF fire vehicles, the 
type served at bases throughout the globe, 
including Mount Pleasant in the Falkland 
Islands, Belize and Gibraltar. 

Merryweathers of Greenwich had recently 
been acquired by the Tecalmit Group, 
which included Foamite.This company 


had supplied many airport crash tenders 


its first Merryweather major crash tender engined one being produced in December 


to both home and overseas customers. 


the following year. 


1979. Thereafter the Nubian Major model 


Consequently, the company started to 


In those far off days when Britain was name continued, but within the Scammell 


supply major airport fire engines, with 


Great, Thornycroft Nubian Major fire 


range, and built to a totally new design; 


two of the first going to Liverpool's Speke 


engines were exported to dozens of 


one of the main departures from normal 


Airport in 1967. Newcastle Airport received 


countries around the globe, the last front¬ 


being the engine positioned at the rear. 



Above: Pyrene was a major builder of foam-making apparatus, and supplied this Nubian Major to the Civil Aviation Authority in 1971, for the 
department’s fire-fighting training school at Stansted and Later at Teesside Airport. When Pyrene became part of the Chubb Group, the Pyrene 
nameplates were removed and replaced with Chubb plates. 
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TRANSFORM A MOBILITY SCOOTER INTO 
A POWERFUL RIDE-ON ELECTRIC LORRY 


(CHIPPING STEAM FAIR 2019) 
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% SCALE A.E.C. MATADOR 



A simple part-assembled, laser 
cut, powder coated steel kit to 
convert a mobility scooter into a 
3inch scale 24v electric powered 
lorry, with realistic engine sound 
unit and front / rear 


Available in Red or 
Green 


It can be built with the shortened 
steering and upholstered seat 
pad provided in the kit, or you 
can retain the original 
handlebars and seat from the 
mobility scooter. You can even 
drive it indoors! 


Designed to fit a 
Shoprider Sovereign 4 
(S888NR or TE888NR) 
Mobility scooter chassis 
(Customer supplied) 


Optional graphics 
can be made to 
your own design. 


Roof light is an 
optional extra 


These products are not sold as children’s toys or as mobility scooters. 


See videos & brochures on YouTube or visit our website 


www.ians-electric-engines.co.uk 

Ian’s Electric Engines Limited. Tel. 07947 076988 
email: ians.electric.engines@gmail.com 
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Phil Moth shows us that David MacBravne Ltd ran lorries too... 


T o God belongs the Earth and all 
that it contains, excepting the 
Western Isles and they belong 
unto MacBraynes." 

The origins of MacBraynes 
go back to the 1850s, when the shipping 
business became successful, plying between 
the Western Isles of Scotland. One of the 
founder members, David MacBrayne, died 
in 1907, but to reach the age of 93 must 
have been quite an achievement in Victorian 
times. 

The bus services, initially based on Fort 

Right: One of the first three Lorries to 
enter the fleet in 1929 was SB 3366, an 
Albion LH27 model. Together with its 
sister, SB 3365, this vehicle Later passed 
to the Clyde and Campbeltown Shipping 
Company in Glasgow. 
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Above: The MacBrayne Lorry fleet numbering fitted in with the bus fleet, Lorries being prefixed ‘L L122 and L123 were AEC Monarchs, which 
were new early in wartime 1940, hence the masked headlamps. DGB 472 and 473 were the first two of 14 AECs operated over the years, this 
pair seeing nearly 20 years of service. 
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Albion GGA 989 seems to have 
had a mishap on Fort William 
Pier in the early 1960s, drawing 
quite a crowd of onlookers! An 
AZ9N model, this was one of a 
pair built new as buses in 1949 
and rebuilt as Lorries ten years 
Later in 1959. 


Only four Commers were ever 
operated by MacBraynes. FGA 898 
was a 3 ton Commer 03 model, new 
in 1947, which gave good service 
until the mid-1960s. 


William, started in 1906, and continued 
to expand over the next few years. It was 
not until 1929 that the first lorries were 
purchased, starting the road haulage side of 
the business which lasted for over 43 years. 

The first three new lorries were Albions - no 
surprise there - going into service in August, 


one of which saw nearly 20 years in service. 
Over the years, 134 lorries were operated, 
almost half of them Bedfords, the balance 
made up of 13 other different manufacturers. 

On 1 st January 1973, a new company was 
formed, with 55 lorries being transferred 
to MacBrayne Haulage Ltd, Glasgow. At the 


same time, the buses and services operated 
were transferred to Highland Omnibuses. 

• Details of the vehicles pictured here 
are included with grateful thanks to the 
PSV Circle, which has recently published 
an excellent fleet history of David 
MacBrayne Ltd. 
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Above: Bedford S Type, PGB 243, is seen being 
Loaded at Fort William. Dating from Late 1955, 
the 7-tonner carried a slat-sided body, which 
had previously been mounted on a 1945 
Thornycroft. 


Left: MacBraynes bought a total of 42 Bedford 
TK lorries between 1961 and 1968. LYS 608E 
seen here was a 7 ton model, fitted with a 
dropside body. 


Below: Although AECs featured heavily in the 
bus fleet, very few Lorries were operated. The 
only Mercury was JGG 637D, an early example 
of the four-wheeler, with the Ergomatic cab 
and platform body, shown here outside head 
office prior to entering service in 1966. 
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Above: Seen being Loaded with some of Scotland’s 
finest, WYS 489J was one of four Bedford KM 
10-tonners, which were new in 1970. 


Right: CGD 365Kwas an Albion Clydesdale box van, 
one of three delivered in 1972, which is seen here 
some three years Later, standing on the railway 
tracks at Kyle of LochaLsh. It should be noted that 
the first three Lorries for MacBraynes in 1929 were 
Albions, and three of the Last new Lorries 43 years 
Later were also Albions. 


Below: Guy Big J artic, EGA 682K, entered service 
shortly after the company had become MacBrayne 
Haulage Ltd on 1st January 1973. It joined four other 
similar Guy artic units, which had been new a couple 
of years earlier. 







































































Dick Furniss offers a selection of 
pictures; showing lorries in use with 
showmen and as they have later 
appeared in preservation. 

T o follow the illustrated article in 
the July 2017 issue of Vintage 
Roadscene, entitled 'Fairground 
and Before', concerning 
fairground vehicles and their 
original commercial owners, I should like 
to turn the subject on its head, as it were, 
and feature fairground vehicles which 
have entered the world of preservation, 
after being disposed of by their fairground 
operators. 

It is a well-known fact, especially 
amongst road steam engine enthusiasts. 



that a good many steam traction engines, 



originally operated by travelling showmen 
to haul their equipment from place to 
place, have survived into preservation, 
many of which can be seen at the various 
vintage rallies held throughout the UK. 
What is probably not so well-known, is 
the fact that quite a number of internal 
combustion-engined lorries, formerly 
used by fairground operators, also appear 
from time to time at the aforementioned 
events, having been restored and 
renovated by preservationists. 

As can be imagined, many of the 
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Top right, above and right: New to the London 
Brick Company in December 1954, this AEC 
Mercury Mk I, NTM 744 (Bedford, 1954), was 
Later fitted with a Luton box body and entered 
fairground use with Gloucester showman, Bill 
Fletcher as seen in the first photograph, taken 
at the annual Gloucester Park fair in 1980. It 
Later passed to Peter Muxlow, in whose Livery it 
is seen in the second photograph taken at the 
AEC 90 rally in May 2002. The following year, it 
was acquired by Mr P Smith of Milton Keynes and 
returned to its original London Brick Company 
Livery, as seen in the third photograph, taken 
on Madeira Drive, Brighton at the finish of the 
London to Brighton Run in May 2004. 









































Right, below and bottom: New to the 

Electrolux Company, AEC Mercury, 303 
DLW (London, 1962), was fitted with 
a box body and tail-lift and used for 
delivering electrical appliances in the 
London area. On disposal, the Mercury 
was acquired by Bedford showman 
John Bell, before passing to two further 
showmen, one being Andrew Harris, in 
whose ownership it is seen in the first 
photograph with Living-wagon in tow, at 
the Great Dorset Steam Fair in 1995.The 
Lorry was purchased by David Parry in 
1998, fitted with a flat body and painted 
in the owner’s family company colours, 
as seen in the second photograph, 
with two Massey-Ferguson tractors on 
board at the Malpas rally in 2003. The 
following year, it appeared at the Classic 
Commercial Motor Show at Gaydon 
fitted with a cattle float, as seen in the 
third photograph. 


lorries used by showmen are eventually 
scrapped, or else will be languishing out 
of service in showmen's yards, having 
been pensioned off by their owners, 
either through being worn out, or having 
been superseded by more modern 
vehicles. Obviously, the vast majority of 
these lorries, with the exception of the 
18 Scammell Showtracs and the very 
few others which were supplied new to 
their fairground owners, will have been 
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1 & 2: This AEC Mammoth Major MkV, 94 SKK (Kent, 1962), was new to RidgeweLL’s Transport of Northfleet, before passing to showman John ConeLey, 
being fitted with a double-deck frame body, to be used in conjunction with his dodgem track, as seen here at an unidentified fairground.The vehicle 
was acquired in the early 1990s by Robert Wells, rebuilt and restored in the Livery of S H Pratt & Co, as seen here in June 1994 at the Classic Commercial 
Motor Show, held at the BP Truckstop near Rugby. 3 & 4: West Country showman Percy Cole used this ex-J Lyons & Co Ltd bonneted AEC Mammoth Major 
MkII,CXF 20 (London, 1936), with his Gondola ride during the 1950s and’60s. Named‘Morning Star’, it is seen herewith a Large generator mounted on 
its platform body, possibly at Oxford St Giles fair, photographer unknown. The second photograph, taken by Arthur Hemming at Blackpool in September 
1991, shows the AEC with draw-bar trailer in tow, restored in its original Livery. 


bought second-hand from their original 
or subsequent owners, usually having 
accrued considerable mileages already, 
and it is testament to their showland 
owners that some escape the scrapman 
and are deemed suitable, after restoration, 


While in fairground use, these lorries will 
usually have been fitted with purpose- 
built bodies, which will normally be 
removed by the showmen for re-use, or 
by the subsequent owners, to be replaced 
by bodies more suitable for their new lives 
in the preservation movement, although 


a small number have been restored 
and presented in their previous owners' 
fairground liveries. 

Having said that, most are either 
preserved back in the livery that they 
carried when new, or else are seen in their 
new owners'or other fictitious liveries. In 



Above: Possibly the only ex-fairground AEC Matador to be converted into a timber tractor is 732 CJU (Leicester, 1963), previously owned by Leicester 
showman Albert Barker, as seen here in the first photograph, part of the Ron Taylor collection, taken at the HearsaLL Common, Coventry around 1970. It 
was Last used commercially as a timber tractor in 1987, and was restored to the condition seen in the second photograph at the Stoke Row Steam and 
Vintage Rally in 2018, while in the ownership of Richard Poole of Cholsey, Oxon. 
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Above left and right: Seen in the first photograph at Newcastle Town Moor in June 1994, in the hands of an unidentified showman, is this AEC Mercury, 
MMR 217G (Wiltshire, 1968), which judging by the crew-cab, was possibly new as a Merryweather fire appliance.lt is seen in the second photograph at 
the Astwood Bank Vintage Gathering, held at the premises of S E Davis & Son in June 2008, in the ownership of Mr K Strawbridge of Bromsgrove, having 
been restored as a beavertail flatbed, now with a standard length Ergomatic cab. 



Right and below: This AEC Mammoth Major MkV, DYE 944C (London, 1965), 
was originally a tanker with Watney, Coombe & Reid, at MortLake Brewery, 
before entering showland, with Danters of Gloucester and fitted with a frame 
body to carry the Twist ride, as seen here at Bromsgrove in October 1988. The 
Lorry was Later purchased by Tony Lloyd and restored as a platform Lorry in 
1996, as pictured arriving at Gaydon for the Classic Commercial Motor Show in 
June 2013. 


some cases, as will be seen in the series of 
photographs accompanying these articles, 
these preserved lorries have sometimes 
appeared at various times in different 
liveries, and even occasionally with 
different bodies. 


I have records and photographs of 
well over 100 ex-fairground lorries (no 
doubt there were many others), which 
were sold on to subsequent owners, 
either to be restored and exhibited on 
the preservation scene, or in some cases 


even to be used commercially, and will 
showcase some of these in a series of 
articles, featuring examples from different 
manufacturers, starting with AEC. All the 
photographs are by the author, unless 
otherwise stated. 
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Right and below: This AEC Mandator 
(or is it a Mammoth Major 6 or 
a MarshaL?) EMF 874J (Greater 
London, 1970), was photographed 
at the 1982 Roxton Park Traction 
Engine Rally, with a generating set 
in its chariot-style body, while in 
the hands of a travelling showman. 
In the second photograph, taken 
at Gaydon in May 1999, the tractor 
had subsequently already spent 
several years in the hands of Mr R 
HartiLL, transporting heavy plant, 
as seen here, loaded with a tracked 
Loading shovel. 



Above: Unfortunately I have no details of the ownership of this Mammoth Major MkV,696 YKK (Kent, 1963), either while in fairground use, as seen here 
at the Wanstead Flats fair in East London in August 1983, or 14 years Later, having been restored as a platform Lorry, at the BPTruckstop, Crick in 1997. 

Is this Lorry still around? Was it originally in the RidgeweLL’s Transport fleet? 
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Above and below: ‘South Wales showman Billy Danter purchased at Least three AEC Matadors for use in his fairground business. The one 
pictured here, MTG 491E (Glamorgan, 1967), generating for one of Billy’s rides at an unidentified fair was, I believe, the Last to enter the fleet, 
having been purchased in February 1967 at an MOD dispersal sale at Ruddington. Fortunately, this Matador has remained in the families’ 
ownership ever since, and has been beautifully restored by Billy’s son Edward and his sons, as seen in the second photograph taken at the 
Churchdown Fairground Extravaganza in January 2015. 
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Taking partin the 2018 Veteran Car 
Run from London to Brighton was 
the realisation of a childhood dream 
for Malcolm Bates. He did the run in 
an American-built 'Columbia'-an 
electric car built in 1902. Which got 
him thinking about the, er, 'current 
trend' for electric vehicles today and 
wondering just how far the concept has 
come in the last 135 years... 

T o be honest, the significance of 
Eddy Grant's greatest hit didn't 
'hit' me until it was too late. Here 
I was travelling at a steady 15 
mph or so through the heart of 
Brixton, South London on a brilliant Sunday 
morning, heading for Brighton and there 
it was on the left - Electric Avenue! Or, as 
Eddy once had it: "We're gonna rock down 
to Electric Avenue. And then we'll take it 
higher..." 

It was only some time later that I 
realised that I'd missed a unique photo 
opportunity - getting a shot of an electric 
car parked in Electric Avenue. Damn. But 
by then it was too late. We were caught 
up in a gaggle of other cars and a U-turn 
wasn't an option. You wouldn't believe 

Right: Here, driver Mark Wentworth is being 
interviewed at the start in Hyde Park. It’s 
6.45am on Sunday morning. 


how quickly things develop when you're 
travelling in a completely open 1902 car, 
surrounded by the sights and sounds of 
dozens of other veteran cars and their - 
also often noisy - owners. An easy ride? 
Not a bit of it. 

Taking part in the London to Brighton 
Veteran Car Run in November (as opposed 
to the HCVS London to Brighton run for 
commercial vehicles in May) has been 
an ambition of mine since I first saw 
'Genevieve'-that lightweight 1950s British 
film staring Kenneth Moore and that 


Left: Malcolm celebrated the‘Emancipation 
Run’with trip down to Brighton in a 1902 
tiller-steered American-built Columbia 
electric. 
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Above: Here’s a reason why electrics managed to corner some 30% of 
the market in the early days of motoring - steam and petrol vehicles 
created both noise and other more visual - and smelly - emissions’! 


| Above: We’re talking patina’ here! 



Above: How’s this for period instrumentation? 


Above: Time for Mark to be interviewed again.This time it’s on Madeira 
Drive. 
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1: It wasn’t just well-off early motorists and 
municipal transport organisations that saw 
the advantages of electric traction. Here 
we see three battery-electric delivery vans 
operated by Carter Paterson, at what could 
be either the Lord Mayor’s Show, or possibly 
a demonstration against changes in goods 
vehicle taxation in the early 1930s. Built in 
1923, the 2Va ton payload ‘direct drive’ chassis 
(with worm-drive differentials) were made 
by General Electric Vehicles, with bodies by 
the Express Body Works. Carter Paterson used 
them in out-lying districts’, because they were 
faster than horse-drawn vans. 


2: Horse-bus owner Thomas Tilling was a 
pioneer of mechanically-propelled passenger 
transport in Brighton and was the motivation 
behind the Tilling Stevens petrol electric 
chassis. Here we see three Tilling Stevens 
petrol-electric single-deckers in service in the 
Midlands during World War I. They were fitted 
with roof-mounted gas-bags, making them 
a gas-electric hybrid - something that is still 
being investigated over 100 years Later! 


3: There aren’t many pictures in the archives 
of early electric vehicles actually on the road, 
but here’s an excellent example of how very 
Little ‘new technology’ is actually‘new’ in 
the context of road transport engineering. 
Think of a modern zero-emissions transport 
solution. How about an electric guided bus? 
Here’s the very same thing from 1912! This 
guided bus’uses a sprung-loaded down- 
force, to Locate the jockey wheels into the 
tram tracks in Rotherham. Power comes from 
the tram overhead, with drive to the rear 
wheels by chains.The caption tells us that 
the chassis is by David Brown and that two 20 
hp Siemans motors are used. 


other bloke, wassis name? Their exploits 
on the way down to Brighton in their'old 
crocks' looked like fun. But when I saw 
it on TV years later - and for many years 
subsequently - I neither owned a suitable 
car with which to take part, nor had the 
wherewithal to acquire one.Today? I still 
haven't. So, time to put 'Plan B' into action - 
scrounge a lift off someone who has! 


PLAN B 

The credit for that goes both to Bernard 
Holmes, who owns the Columbia, Mark 
Wentworth, who was the nominated 
driver on the day, and Nick Pellett of the 
DeDion Owner's Club, who arranged it all 
for me. Why is my'jolly'down to Brighton 
in a 1902 electric car worth an article in 
a magazine that is primarily about petrol 
and diesel-powered commercial vehicles? 
Well, there's a closer connection than you 
might think. 

Firstly, my (almost) faultless run down 

Left: After an initial surge, the market for 
battery-electric vehicles declined, as petrol- 
powered delivery vehicles became more 
efficient, Leaving just the Local authority 
street cleansing market - and of course 
doorstep milk deliveries - as the main 
applications. But that didn’t stop several 
manufacturers having a go at producing a 
Larger‘Lorry’chassis in an effort to broaden 
the market, as here. We can assume that 
the Midland Counties Dairy used these 
stylish dropsiders to deliver milk in bulk 
from the bottling plant to regional depots 
in the Late 1930s, rather than for doorstep 
deliveries. But, truth be told, it was always 
Lack of battery range that prevented wider 
acceptance. 
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Above: Aside from trams, trolleybuses and milkfloats, these are probably the best known electric vehicles in London - the venerable electric delivery 
vans operated by Harrods, the famous Knightsbridge department store. Harrods first used electric vans back in 1919. Powered by a 3.5 hp electric 
motor, top speed was 19 mph - considerably faster than a horse-drawn van! An example was restored before being presented to the Science Museum 
in 1967. Nothing new under the sun dept? Today? Harrods is still using electric vans - albeit these days they are electrically-powered Nissan e-NV200’ 
models. 



Above: Here we see part of the problem - a Large part of the gross 
weight on a small or medium-sized vehicle would be taken up by 
the batteries. Here they are arranged on either side of the chassis 
amidships, with a central drive motor. 



Above: Here’s a more conventional electric milk float operated by 
Midland Counties Dairy. Here, the batteries are Located on a slide-out 
rack, to enable them to be checked and topped-up. 



Above: One of the key promoters of electric vehicles over the years has, 
of course, been either the electricity suppliers, or the manufacturers of 
batteries and/or control systems.The problem? Electricity prices can 
vary - although, back in 1936, we’re informed by the Bristol Corporation 
Electricity Department, that it was cheap’! But the big problem? The 
batteries themselves often cost as much again as the cost of the actual 
vehicle - something that still works against the wider acceptance of 
electric vehicles today. 



Above: By the 1970s, just about all that was Left for the manufacturers 
of electric vehicles to fight over was the milk-float market. Here we see 
a Smiths unit with rear-entry cab, designed to enable the milkman to 
pick-up those period ‘Pintas’as he Left the cab, in one efficient action. 
Great idea, but with cheap supermarket milk just around the corner, 
even this‘Last stand’for electric power was now threatened... 
end of section 


to Brighton in an electric vehicle built 
116 years ago helps remind us both that 
electric traction was a viable option from 
the very start of the motor age. Aside from 
a minor hitch (when a modern lithium-ion 
battery powering the battery condition 
system failed and needed swapping for a 


spare), the Columbia made it all the way 
down to Brighton - 55 miles - with around 
40% of battery capacity still in reserve. 
'Battery range'is a topic that we'll come 
back to later. 

Secondly? We need to note that Brighton 
has significant'electric connections' so to 


speak. From May 1939 until their demise 
in 1959, people were transported around 
Brighton by electric trolleybuses. Prior to 
that, it was by electric trams and Tilling 
Stevens petrol-electric buses. 

And, more amazingly, there is an even 
earlier link with those pioneering days in 
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1: Before it’s time? Back in the mid-seventies, Ogle Design - the UK’s Leading independent design facility - was involved in styling the ‘Phase 2’ electric 
taxi for Lucas. Sadly, with no real interest from the cab trade at the time. Pity. Only the old ‘P’ plate on the prototype gives us a clue that it is not a 
current day’ project - if you’ll excuse the pun! 

2 : Not to be put off, Lucas tried again - this time in partnership with VauxhaLL-Bedford. Here is the end result - a CF-based crewbus or van with a one 
tonne payload capacity. Here we see it posed by the then still new NEC at Birmingham. 

3: After all that effort - and investment - the commercial vehicle market still wasn’t tempted to go electric’. So, time for a revamp? Ogle Design was 
brought in again to give the by now-dated Bedford CF a makeover. Here’s the end result - the ‘Lucas Electric Crewbus’. It Looks Like the ride height has 
been raised to improve ground clearance under those expensive batteries, while a nifty new front bumper has made the CF Look a bit more modern. 
Sadly, the phrase “Lipstick on a Pig” still comes to mind... 

4: Still no market interest? Let’s try something else? By November 1984, things were getting desperate at the Lucas Chloride PR department. How 
desperate? Enough to call in retired racing driver Stirling Moss (who, I need to remind you, was never actually crowned Grand Prix motor racing World 
Champion) and young upstart Richard Noble (who had recently become World Land Speed Record holder) for a photo call. Just the kind of gung-ho 
chaps needed to give these electric vehicle Johnnys’ a bit of a PR push, eh? If only. True, the GPOand British Telecom did operate some 16 units on trial, 
as well as‘The Evening News’and unspecified airlines for airside operations. And there was also a larger battery-electric Seddon ‘Midibus’ produced for 
trial by SELNEC, which managed to travel non-stop from Birmingham to Manchester, but...The costs just didn’t stack up back in the 1970s. And unless 
taxation or fuel prices (or shortages) are slewed even further against petrol and diesel vehicles and a massive battery charging infrastructure-building 
project is instigated, it’s unlikely that we’ll be seeing Large fleets of‘bought and paid for’ battery electric vehicles on our roads by the 2020s either. 


the form of the Volks Electric Railway - 
which still runs along the seafront, parallel 
to the once grand, but now crumbling 
and rather decrepit'Madeira Drive' I say 
'amazingly' because it was originally 
opened by Magnus Volks in 1883 and is 
still providing zero-emissions transport 
today. That's 135 years of service. Which 
makes it the oldest still operating electric 
railway in the world! So you see, doing 
the run in a 1902 electric car was entirely 
fitting and, indeed,'on trend'. 

SOME TECHNICAL STUFF 

All that should remind us of an important 
fact about electric vehicles - aside, that 


is, from the emission-free aspect that 
we are so concerned with today. They 
tend to be very reliable and very, very 
long-lasting. True, the Columbia doesn't 
actually still run on 1900-specification 
lead-acid traction batteries. They would 
have probably given a range of around 40 
miles - which would have made our arrival 
at Brighton, at best, uncertain. 

Which brings us seamlessly back to the 
question of'range'. In contrast to trams 
and trolleybuses, which have employed 
a number of methods of picking up a 
constant supply of current over the years, 
battery-electrics are limited in range by a 
number of factors - 'space' (batteries tend 


to take up more room than an internal 
combustion engine), weight (batteries 
weigh a lot more than the required 
amount of petrol or diesel used for any 
given journey) and what we might call 
'geography' as battery performance 
drops-off rapidly when steep hills are 
encountered. Indeed, 'hills'that we don't 
even notice when driving 'a modern' will 
soon knock a veteran car down to walking 
pace. 

My point? Well, remarkably, as my 
trip down to Brighton in the Columbia 
confirmed, all of these factors have 
loomed large in the context of electric 
vehicles over the last 135-odd years. But 
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it's only in the last three or four years 
that lithium-ion battery technology has 
provided an suitable level of performance 
and durability, to provide a realistic 
working range that is significantly better 
than might be expected of a battery 
electric vehicle from a time when the 
Columbia was new! 

Battery technology aside - remembering 
that it was a modern battery control 
system that caused the Columbia to 'fail to 
proceed'at a busy roundabout at Gatwick, 
rather than the 1902 engineering - there 
is still very little that is'new'when it comes 
to electric vehicle design. Of course, one 
of the early virtues of electric traction was 
that of a constant, high torque delivery, 
throughout the speed range. This was 
a far more important sales feature back 
in the day when internal combustion- 
engined vehicles featured troublesome 
chain-drives and leather cone clutches. 
Drivers more used to telling a horse to 
"geddup"took quite a while to get used to 
changing gears on a mechanical internal 
combustion-engined contraption. 

This flexibility was often enhanced by 
fitting two or more 'speeds'to electric 
vehicles, of course (the Columbia has 

Below and right: The Lucas Bedford electric 
was an ambitious project, but one still 
hampered byold’lead/acid traction battery 
performance - or lack of it. Here in the 
brochure, we see just how many batteries were 
needed to gave a reasonable performance 
and range.The quoted unladen weight 
including batteries was 2,500 kg, leaving just 
a 1 tonne payload within a 3.5 tonne gross. A 
maximum speed of 50 mph was quoted and 
a range “up to” 70 miles. Apparently, Lucas (or 
‘Lucas Chloride EV Systems Limited’in full) 
had previously converted a Bedford CAvan 
to electric power back in 1968, followed by 
a couple of BMC 250 JU vans in 1971, before 
settling on the CF.As this brochure illustrates, 

36 individual batteries were stowed below the 
floor of the CF. 



three and a reverse), but it was still easier 
to drive an electric and significantly, 
didn't involve meshing cogs and snapping 
chains. But here's another twist to my 
claim that there is 'very little that is 
actually new in vehicle engineering'... 

In my'day job'as editor of an 
International waste and recycling industry 
equipment magazine, I recently tested one 
of the new all-electric 26 tonnes gross 'PVI' 
refuse collection vehicles now working in 
Copenhagen. It uses a lithium-ion battery 
pack, which not only enables the vehicle 
to run at normal traffic speeds, but also 
powers the hydraulic packing and bin¬ 
lifting systems for a full ten hour working 
shift. 

RECENT PROGRESS 

The twist? Well, actually, there are a 
couple. First, ironically, the 'PVI' (the 
company is a division of Renault in France), 
is based on a British-built Dennis Eagle 
'Elite'6x2 chassis.'Ironically' because 


Dennis was one of the few pioneers of the 
motoring age that didn't build electric 
vehicles back in the day. Secondly? The 
performance of the PVI really was - and 
is - impressive and comparable to a diesel 
or CNG gas-fuelled truck.The downside is 
that it costs double that of a comparable 
diesel vehicle. But the really amazing 
twist? The 1902 Columbia uses a pair of 
'wheel motors'to transmit power directly 
to the rear wheels, thus providing some 
useful flexibility as to the location of the 
batteries and final drive layout. 

Whereas? The brand new PVI still uses a 
conventional truck drive-line and live rear 
axle. Why? I'm told wheel motors were 
ruled out, because they were considered 
"too advanced and unproven"! In other 
words, the 1902 Columbia is more 
technically-advanced. I rest my case! 

So has anything else changed in terms 
of electric vehicle design over the last 
100 years or so? Let's have a quick trawl 
through the archives to find out.. 



The Lucas Electric Drive System fitted to the Bedford CF Van 
(Bedford CFE). 




Detachable battery pack. 
Controller. 

Motor and 1st stage reduction. 
- Ventilation fans. 


The Lucas CAV electric drive motor, 286mm diameter, 550mm length 
40kW output, 270 Nm maximum torque. 
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Allan Bedford tells us about Monty Hever and the Darenth story and the saga behind some of his unique fleet. 


Eynsford Station, seen around 1910 after road 
improvements on the A225 Dartford to Sevenoaks 
Road. This is where Monty first dreamed of owning 
his own bus, while browsing the Latest issue of 



Early Days 

Charles Montague John Hever, better-known 
as Monty, like his father before him, was born in 
1896, in the picturesque village of Eynsford on 
the River Darenth in Kent. 

By the age of 14, he was working for a local 
newsagent in the village and one of his tasks 
was collecting the London dailies from the 
station in the 'wee small hours' While waiting, 
he would invariably look at copies of the 
latest journals, including Motor Transport, 
first published in 1905. To use his own words, 
printed some 20 years later in the issue of 21 st 
April, 1930:"As I turned its pages, I visualized 
with boyish pride my own name painted on the 
side of a bus." 

Following employment as a chauffeur, by 
the outbreak of war in August 1914, Monty 
was listed as a ploughman. The following year, 
he applied to join the Navy but was rejected, 
however his call up finally came in Aprill 916, 
when he reported to Woolwich Barracks. From 
there he was posted to the Machine Gun 




r 

The background to this article was an invitation to view copies from a family 
archive album held by the Eynsford & Farningham Local History Society. Dr 

Susan Pittman, the Archivist, had previously made available to me many of 
the photographs used in the Browns of Eynsford article published in Vintage 
Roadscene issue 223. These were passed to the Society by the Alexander family 
who you will come across in the enclosed story. 

Present day relatives of the Hever family were contacted and were happy for 
me to write a history. They confirmed that the archive material 1 viewed was 
deposited by the late Peter Gee, whose family ran a village store in Eynsford for 
generations. Subsequently, 1 tracked down Peter's son, John, still resident in the 
village, who invited me to view 'the original family album' still in his possession, 
but soon to be handed back to the family, who now live in the Folkestone area. On 
speaking with John he asked me if 1 had seen the article on Browns of Eynsford j 

and when 1 told him 1 was responsible he said:"My wife works for Kelsey!" 

1 met John at the Great Dorset Steam Fair where he was to be found manning 
the Kelsey Tractor Stand with Peter Love. A further visit to Eynsford was hastily 
arranged and additional material came to light. 1 have received photos and 
additional information from a whole host of people, as acknowledged later. 1 
apologise for the poor quality of some of the images but they all help to tell this 
interesting tale. Darenth and especially some of the vehicles seem to be fondly 
remembered. Where not stated the images are from the family album or my own 
collection. 

1 - ■ 
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Right: Farningham around 1920, with the 
tank in position as described in the text. In 
the distance, to the right, a steamer draws 
water from the River Parent. (FELHS) 


Training Centre in Bisley, Surrey. In 1917, this 
became the Tank Corp, and following service in 
France, demob came in January 1919, when he 
was described as a Tank Mechanic First Class. 




Above: The East Surrey garage opened in Swanleyin October 1925, with an initial allocation of 16 
vehicles for routes 401and 407. Pictured here, in the period of Monty’s employment, is a Line-up of 
AEC‘K’Types. Fleet No 23, PB 9563, was new in 1921, while Fleet No 101 (K277), LU 8464, of 1923, 
was on Loan from the LGOC. 


Above: A copy of the original bill of sale for 
the 1924 W&G bus, including the proviso 
that if the Kent Education Committee 
turned down Hever’s tender, the initial £25 
deposit would be returned! 


Farningham and its tank 

In the aftermath of the conflict, many 
communities across the land acquired 
examples of early tanks and placed them 
at suitable locations, to honour the fallen 
and serve as war memorials. They were 
commonly referred to as "war trophies" and 
several Kent towns honoured their men in this 
way, including Maidstone,Tonbridge, Deal, 
Ashford and, Eynsford's neighbouring village, 
Farningham. The placing of a tank in this village, 
however, was to some extent to commemorate 
the part a local resident had played in its 
development. 

Walter Gordon Wilson had moved to the 
village in 1908, after taking up an appointment 
at J & E Hall at Dartford on the development of 
their Hallford commercials. By 1915, he was at 
Fosters of Lincoln taking a leading role in the 
design, development, and early production of 
the first tanks. Later Wilson went on to develop 
and perfect the pre-selector gearbox. 

The Farningham Mk 2 finally took up 
residence close to the parish church in 1920, 
having been driven from Swanley station by 
a crew from the tank training camp with - 
as local legend has it - Monty Hever at the 
controls! Later a commemorative brass tablet 
acknowledging Major W G Wilson's contribution 
to its development was provided. The names 
of the local men lost in the conflict are 
commemorated for perpetuity on the memorial 
in the church grounds. 


Over the next 20 years, the tank was 
periodically cleaned and painted, and the area 
improved with chain link fencing. Like most 
of the other'war trophies', the Farningham 
example was removed in the summer of 1940. 

A tender of £25 from an authorised scrap 
merchant, working on behalf of the Iron & Steel 
Control at the Ministry of Supply, was accepted 
as the best offer. Remarkably the Ashford 
example survives and can be seen in the town's 
St George's Square. 

East Surrey Traction 
Company Ltd. 

Following the conflict Monty had various 
jobs including spells as a mechanic and lorry 
driver. His'big break'came when East Surrey 
established an'out station'at the Lullingstone 
Castle Public House in Swanley in 1922. He 
joined the company as a driver the following 
year. East Surrey was founded in Reigate in 1911 
by Arthur Hawkins and worked closely with the 
mighty General (LGOC) from early days. 

East Surrey's presence in Swanley was to 


enable the company to operate local routes 51 
and 57, which became the 401 and 407 from 
December 1924, on behalf of the General. 

Better facilities were provided at Swanley when 
the new garage (later to carry Code 'SJ') opened 
in October 1925 in Maidstone Road, remarkably 
still in use for its intended purpose 93 years 
later! After four years and still dreaming of his 
own bus, Monty spotted an advertisement in 
August 1927 which changed his life. 

The New Venture 
and the first bus 

The advertisement, placed by the Kent 
Education Committee, sought tenders for the 
conveyance of pupils to and from the Eynsford 
Central School for the new September term. He 
submitted a quote, but what he now needed, 
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Right: An animated scene at Eynsford High 
Street, with 1925-built AEC NS1653 of East 
Surrey, en route for Sevenoaks, while a 
venerable elm tree receives a fresh coat of 
whitewash. 

and quickly, was a suitable vehicle.The classified 
columns of the Commercial Motor were 
consulted, where one of the regular advertisers 
was a bus dealer in Chelsea. 

A visit to view a 1924 W&G du Cros resulted in 
a deposit of £25 being paid towards the asking 
price of £160, and the most obliging dealer 
endorsed the bill of sale: It is understood that 
if Mr Hever does not get the contract with the 
Kent Education Committee, Dartford he will 
have the deposit of £25 back.' Much to Monty's 
surprise, the contract was awarded and the 20- 
seat solid-tyred bus brought to Kent, a long way 
from its former Welsh home. 



W&G du Cros and the Welsh 
connection 

In buying a less common make of vehicle for his 
first venture, Monty set the scene for a whole 
load of fascinating purchases over the next 30 
years. W&Gs were first built in Acton by the du 
Cros family just after World War I. The family 
made their fortune investing in the Dunlop Tyre 
Company and pioneer French car makers. This 
was followed by a large fleet of London taxis, 
including Panhards, and British-built Napiers. 

The W&G became popular in South Wales, with 
the local distributor, Jeffreys of Swansea placing 
an order worth £40,000 in 1924. A new 20/24 
seat bus, based on the existing lorry chassis, 
was announced in April of that year and 'our 
example', CY 6923, registered in August 1924, 
was supplied by Jeffreys, which also constructed 
the 20 seat body. This was new to V Williams, 
trading as The Richmond', of Neath. After three 


years'service the bus was in the hands of dealer, 
John Norman & Co, of Canton, Cardiff, and may 
have been taken in part exchange for a new 
W&G,TX 2114. 

Its next very temporary home was to be in 
Barry. Among the many rival bus owners in the 
area, Mary Deans, a widow in her forties, bought 
an old Napier in March 1922 for the town 
service and, with other family members, traded 
as Alexander Motors by the end of 1925. Over 
the years, additional vehicles joined her fleet, 
including a Thornycroft, NY 3014, which was 
destroyed by fire in April 1927. 

Sadly, Mary died in May 1927, shortly after 
applying for a licence for a replacement 
Thornycroft, to be presented at the Barry UDC 
licensing meeting later that month. Meanwhile, 
delivery of the new bus was delayed and, in 
its place the W&G, CY 6923, was presented 
for inspection. A Hackney licence for just four 
months, ending 30th September was granted. 


With the death of Mary, her two sons gained 
control of the business, but outstanding hire 
purchase commitments prompted a decision 
to sell the business to the growing empire of 
White's Motors in October 1927. Many years 
later Billy Deans, Mary's second son, recalled: 

"We bought the W&G for £250, as a temporary 
solution after the fire on the Thornycroft. It was 
unsatisfactory as the solid tyres had flats on 
them, giving a rough ride!" Just a few weeks 
later, the bus, believed painted red, was in the 
hands of the Chelsea dealer. 

The Establishment of a licensed 
bus service - 'Darenth Bus Service' 

The school run morning and evenings took 
up just two hours of the day, with the vehicle 
standing idle between shifts. In the nearby 
villages of Horton Kirby and neighbouring 
South Darenth, the villagers had lost their 
lifeline to the big town, Dartford, when East 
Surrey withdrew its service 401 b in 1925. Seeing 



256 

Urban District Council of Dartford. 


LICENCE FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE. 

To 'b'Xax&J dUmJo&n* X/cittsi,. 

of '^roA.a^e., CLjnsO^crrcL. 

THE Urban District Council of Dartford, in the County of Kent, by virtue of the 
provisions in that behalf of the Public Health Act, 1875, and the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847, 
and in pursuance of a requisition made accordagp with the said Acts, DO HEREBY 

LICENCE to ply for hire until the WvatyUwei day of Uxi, 1928 , within the Urban 
District of Dartford, the Hackney Carriage, paiticulars whereof are set out below, subject to the 
provisions of the said Acts, and to such Bye-laws relating to Hackney Carriages as are. or may 
from time to time be in force in the said District. 

No. of Carriage CY 6? 3 3 Description 'tj f 'g. . 

To cany LvC+Uy, persons. 

Dated this day of. eJtafcCjh, .i 9 a< f. 

In witness whereof, the ^Common Seal of 
the Council has been her 
presence of: — 


Presiding Chairman 




Clerk to the Council 


Above: Monty poses proudly with his new acquisition, obtained for the school contract, which 
commenced just seven days after purchase, for the term fromlst September 1927. 


Above: Dartford UDC Hackney Carriage 
Licence for the W&G, dated 7th March 1928, 
granted for the Dartford to Eynsford service. 
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Above: Monty is seen with his bus in March 1928, now fitted with route boards for his service to 
Dartford, and receiving a wash down with the willows Lining the river behind. 



Bean bus 

value/ 


18-20 SEATER—strong light body built with 
SEASONED HARDWOOD-seaU sprung with 
deep Steel Springs-RATTLE-PROOF-DROP 
W1NDOWS—Roof Ventilator—POLISHED DASH¬ 
BOARD with SPEEDOMETER, ELECTRIC 
HORN-12 VOLT LIGHTING SET with NINE 
LAMPS. FOLDING FRONT DOOR with driver’s 
controls —EMERGENCY REAR DOOR- 
ADJUSTABLE WINDSCREEN—Large DUNLOP 
TYRES with spare. 


— uonderful acceleration due to the special 
design of combustion chamber and masked valves. 


Above: Making a mark in the small bus world, 
this advert from February 1928 depicts a 
Bean from the fleet of Bradshaw & Wain 
of Ripley Road, Heage, Derbyshire, which 
appears to have failed in 1930. 


Monty with his bus passing through, residents 
asked if he could run a service. With the blessing 
of the local parish councils and a Dartford 
Hackney Licence, Monty launched his Darenth 
Bus service on Thursday, 15th March 1928. 

He chose not to serve Farningham village, 
as East Surrey still provided a service through 
there. As was quite common practice in 
those carefree days, East Surrey responded 
and reintroduced its service just three days 
later, running ahead of the Darenth bus. In 
retaliation, the Darenth service was diverted via 
Farningham thereafter. 

Monty was asked to attend an interview with 
Arthur Hawkins at Reigate, who was still very 
much in charge there, and informed that his 
service amounted to trespass on East Surrey 
territory, however, he did not waiver in his 
resolve. The service was an immediate success, 
with the locals preferring to travel with the little 
man and not support the big combine. 

Fleet Expansion and the Beans 

It was soon realised that the antiquated W&G 
was inadequate for the busy service and a 
modern 'nippy'vehicle was sought. There was 
a multitude of chassis and body combinations 
available at that time, with British, American, 
Belgian, French, Italian and even Canadian 
makers offering suitable models. Monty chose 
a Tipton-built Bean, fitted with a Willowbrook 
20-seat body, KO 8824, which was delivered in 
April 1928. A fleet colour of two tone brown was 
chosen. 

A Harper Sons & Bean, a long-established 
Black Country company, had introduced its first 
car, the 11.9 at the 1919 Motor Show. This was 
evolved from the 1795cc Perry, built in Tyseley, 
Birmingham in 1915-16. Sales got off to a good 
start, with a peak of 500 built in July 1920, on 
moving track assembly lines, the first of their 


kind in the UK. By the autumn of 1920, however, 
the company was in serious financial difficulties, 
the post-war bubble had burst, inflation raged, 
prices soared and production stopped. 

After a company restructure, production of 
the cars resumed for the 1922 season, followed 
in October 1923 with the introduction of the 
larger Bean 14. Further debt problems led to 
the company being acquired by Hadfields, the 
large Sheffield steel company in 1926. By now 
trading as Bean Cars, the first commercials 
using the 14 hp engine entered production in 
November 1924. Meanwhile the current range 
of cars gained a very poor reputation with the 
commercials outselling them. 

A new 30 cwt chassis was designed by Hugh 


Kerr-Thomas, who started his automotive career 
at J&E Hall in Dartford and was a contemporary 
of Walter Gordon Wilson. He moved to the USA 
and worked on the design and development of 
a truck for Pierce Arrow, the luxury car makers, 
alongside John Younger from Dennis Bros. After 
the war, he moved back to the UK and joined 
AEC at Walthamstow. He came president of the 
Institute of Automobile Engineers from 1925 
to 1927, and was appointed Beans General 
Manager in February 1926. 

Car production dwindled as debts grew and 
was phased out during 1929, and with their 
poor reputation, the phrase'had been'(Hadfield 
Bean) was coined.The commercials, however, 



Above: Westgate Road, Dartford next to J & E Hall’s engineering works, was a central bus pick-up 
point for generations. Seen in the early days of the service, the first Bean Lays over, in front of 
Maidstone & District’s 1926 Tilling Stevens, fleet No 89, which is about to depart for Sittingbourne 
on route 26. This was a journey of over two hours and at certain times reached Faversham an 
hour Later. With the formation of the LPTB, the service was cut back to Gravesend. (RC) 


www.roadscene.com 


January 19 29 























EATON COACHWORKS. CRINGLEFORD. NORWICH. 



( orfcers from a paper mill at South Darenth hoarding a hus during their midday dinner I 



Above: The first Bean, with 20-seat 
WiLLowbrook body (chassis No. 1018/11W), 
seen at South Darenth with its Hackney 
Carriage Licence plate visible. 

remained in production for a further two years. 

Despite the foregoing, Monty Hever's new 
venture was soon firmly established using 
these vehicles. His second example, KO 9958, 
an Eaton-bodied 20-seater, was in service by 
May 1928.The old W&G had been taken in part 
exchange and later passed to a showland family 
at Snodland, in the Medway Valley. 

In July that year, Dartford Council granted 
five quarterly Hackney licences, and a pair 
of secondhand Willowbrook-bodied 14-seat 
Chevrolets were in service. Average weekly 
loadings on the route were given as five 
thousand, with the single fare for the whole 
journey at 7d, with a weekday headway of 45 
minutes, reduced to 20 minutes on Saturdays, 
the buses being one-man-operated, except at 
busy times. By November, the two Beans had 
covered approximately 24,000 trouble-free 
miles. However, the Chevs proved troublesome 
and in their place two further Beans were 
obtained. Bean number three, registered in 
January 1929, was again bodied by Eaton 
(Taylors) of Norwich. This was followed in April 
1930 by a little-used second-hand Holbrook 
(ofWolverhampton) bodied 18-seater,YX 
7518. This one was new in August 1928 to a 
Mr Bruce, who ran it without proper licensing 
arrangements in the Peckham area using the 
fleet name'Newland District'. 

Two further Beans followed in May 1929 
and September 1930, which were coaches for 
private hire work and summer excursions. In 
the early days excursion licences were obtained, 
with pick up points between Dartford and 
Eynsford Church and, in 1928, return trips to 
the popular resorts of Folkestone, Brighton and 
Margate were offered at 7/-, with upmarket 
Eastbourne at a bargain 6/6d; distant Bognor 
was added later. 

The first of these coaches left the fleet in 1936 
and is recorded becoming a mobile shop for a 
Bermondsey greengrocer, the remaining Bean 
being withdrawn in 1938. In a testimonial letter 
sent to Bean cars and included in an advert 
published in the transport press in February 


18 - Seater Bus on Bean 25 cwt. Chassis. 


Above: Monty shopped around before choosing Eaton Coachworks, built by Taylors of 
Cringleford, Norwich, to body his second Bean (chassis No. 1327/11W). KO 9958 was 
registered in May 1928. Commercial Motor of 27th November 1928 featured an article on 
the Eynsford fleet, including a full description of this bus, commenting: “we were favourably 
impressed...” (Nicholas Taylor) 


1930, it was claimed that the first one, KO 8824, 
had covered 114,000 trouble-free miles in the 
first fourteen months. 

In the 21 st April 1930 article in Motor 
Transport, under the heading'Small Beginnings', 
it was stated that well over a quarter million 
passengers had been carried during the first 
twelve months. At this stage the garage team 
consisted of one man and two boys. Crediting 
the suitability of the vehicles, Monty stated: 

"My choice of vehicle, both make and capacity 
has apparently proved to be correct and the 
Bean London depot has always given me good 
service. By 1929, the sole distributor in the 
metropolitan area was Pass & Joyce, based in 
Cambridge Street, off Edgware Road, W2." 

Premises and the Saga 
of the Bus Service 

To house his growing fleet, suitable premises 
were sought in the village and a barn at Little 
Mote Farm owned by the Alexander family was 
available. To make it suitable, manpower and 
the use of numerous jacks raised it by three feet 
and concrete walls were built, and it survives 
to this day. The Alexander family moved to 
Eynsford in 1892 from Renfrewshire, bringing 
livestock and dairy equipment south by train, 
and are still very much part of the community. 

Through 1929, the bus service prospered, 
despite the tactics of the combine and a price 
war developed. At its peak, lucky travellers 
enjoyed a return journey for the same price 
formerly charged for a single. East Surrey 
positioned a bus in Horton Kirby, first at the 
Fighting Cocks Pub and later Mussenden Lane 
Corner, for up to 30 minutes, then 'nursed' it, 
until diverting via the quicker Station Road, to 
serve Farningham Road Station and thence to 
Dartford via the main route, thus ignoring the 
folk of South Darenth. 

With steady income available from private 
hire work and excursions, together with the 


on-going school work, perhaps the decision to 
sell the goodwill and the four buses was a wise 
move, with the impending 'Road Traffic Act 
1930'due to come into force from 1st August 
that year. A figure of £2,250 was agreed with 
East Surrey. 

From Sunday 27th July, East Surrey now 
had the road to itself again and by November 
increased their fares on the route. This was not 
quite the end of rivalry on the Valley route, 
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H. LANE AND CO., Lid , offer:— 

*V3 EO Pullman, 20-scatar one-man-operated salco 
wW^i b hrki,i 0 /‘i 0a i Jmi{ b<K,y * new 1927, ioui 

1 lw l n tyr f, s f!n r * ar wheels, with spare 
$6395 h l ° 1114 bMU tb01cu & ,,ly tecouciiiioued, pric 

dition^ JC475 2 ° SCator sa,03D 1)08 flew cot 

rjUY, late 1927, SO-setvter bwr.lnnriing saloon, sen- 
, brakes, dynamo lighting. ssmi-bucke 

seal? ai tl patent, drop window*, a fir&t-eUas job, an 
jn perfect trdcr throughout, tuiUbta lor long-distaoc 

€ CHEVROLET, low-loading saloon bus. in goo 
order, £110. 

T ate .1927 Chevrolet low-loading saloon bn 
* apecml hotly, with winding windows, semi-burke 
scats, upholstered in best leather, chaads and lxxi 
recondition throughout, property painted, price £26C 

Chevrolet, ia perfect order, similar to on 
a be vo but not reconditioned, .-£150. 

rpnOPNYCROFT. late 1927, low leading saloo 
JL bu f.w.b.. thoroughly recondition*'d ihronghon 
nn-l p:vi;v::ly painted, new tyres, £450. 

I ANCfA 3 4-seat or tow loading all-weather conch 
J rlct-.irh.ibta head, cylinder?, centre change, <j* t 
namo lighting and start.-r. body ns nov, upho!store* 
in best antique leather, £350. 

I ATE 1027 JR-ec 2U-s-. -t.or low-loading saloon l»u- 
i -■■•cr.edition - l throughout, tyres as new, pric, 
£350. 

fJiHi: r-love cchtatas arc turned on*, ready for tin 
number of other buses and coaches ir 
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^ NY make of new follicle supplied. Partexchange 
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purchase terms. 

H I \\R AND CO.. T,td„ 71, UvcnrcUto R.yul, 
. King ' Head, Chelsea, London, SAV.IO, Ken* 
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Above: An advert from the Commercial Motor 
of March 1929, from the same dealer who 
supplied the W&G. The second entry possibly 
refers to YX 7518, a Holbrook-bodied Bean, 
which Monty purchased the following month. 
This bus began its career in October 1928 
with a colourful would-be busman, Frederick 
Henry Bruce of Peckham Rye. It is thought 
that Mr Bruce hired this and a second Bean 
from Lanes. 
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1: Bean No 3, KP 4275, a second Eaton example, on chassis 1691/11W, awaits custom at 
Eynsford Ford and Bridge. (RC) 

2: The East Surrey Traction Company reintroduced Route 401B through the back roads in mid- 
March 1928, just three days after Monty Hever started his service. Initially a 14-seat Guy was 
used but, by early April, Larger ADC 416As, with 30-seat Short bodies were drafted in. New in 
1927, Fleet No 184, PH 1196, awaits the off in Westgate Road Dartford. 

3: Monty’s fifth Bean was new in May 1929, but this time was a 20-seater for coach hire. 
Another coachbuilder was selected; ELkington, a small Chiswick bodyworks built KP 7393, 
which Lasted until 1936. The building behind by the river is Tudor Cottage, which remains a 
Local Landmark. 

4: The barn at Little Mote Farm, owned by the Alexander family, after conversion for bus 
accommodation.The ELkington-bodied Bean coach is on the right. 

5: In 1937, Monty purchased his first new addition since 1930. This time a Dodge‘SBF’, with yet 
another small coachbuilder from West London, Wise of Staines constructing the 21-seater body. 
Before delivery to Kent, it was tilt-tested at LPTB’s Chiswick Works - note the ‘ST’ class body behind. 
6: After Monty gave up his bus service, his four Bean buses passed to East Surrey. By 1931, 
18-seat Commer Invaders were used on the service; here GN 4793 is again seen Laying over in 
Westgate Road. 

7: The testimonial featured in a Bean advert and published in the Transport Press in February 1930. 
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1: The Dodge as delivered to Eynsford. 2: The Dodge when quite new, 
with a party of 18, wearing a whole host of headwear and hairstyles. 
Monty in his summer coat wears his PSV Licence badge, No N2776. 

3: In 1938, Monty purchased a 1929 LeyLand ‘TS2’with Leyland body, 
ex-RibbLe Motor Services No 617. He Later obtained a second-hand 
Duple Coach body for this vehicle, before selling it in 1941. After 
several further owners, it ended up at Leigh in Gloucestershire, as a 
static snack bar, as seen here, before ending up at Winkleigh in the 
1970s. (Mike Fenton collection, via the Leyland Society) 4: With the 
Tudor Cottage providing the backdrop, some publicity postcards were 
printed, featuring Gilford, TY 6668, new in 1929 to Orange Bros of 
Bedlington, Northumberland, who pioneered a London to Newcastle 
service in 1927 and built up a fleet of Gilfords. Fitted with a United 
of Lowestoft 24-seat body, it passed to United Automobile Services 
in 1934 and joined the Eynsford fleet in 1937. This example of a 
model 1660T is one of a handful fitted with a front bumper and the 
distinctive Gruss air springs more familiar on the Later 168 series. 5: 

A delightful picture of the ford and bridge around seventyyears ago. 
Children are again able to search for minnows or float a boat in peace. 
The concrete roadway is a lasting Legacy of war. Today, the scene is 
little changed, including children with fishing nets. 6: Not many school 
children could boast that they went to school by Rolls Royce! Often 
driven by Monty’s wife, this photo is believed to have been taken at 
Romney Street, on the North Downs. The history of this vehicle is far 
from straightforward, as explained in the text. 

32 January 19 



however, as the aptly named Mr 
W G Hackney and his Dartford 
& District bus service, having 
obtained a licence from Dartford 
Council, covered the route from 
27th November 1930. The newly- 
appointed traffic commissioners, 
however, took a different view, and 
by April 1931, the combine again 
ruled. 

The four Beans, now East Surrey 
Fleet Nos 21-24 spent a little over a 
year with the company, and proved 
their worth in another territorial 
battle at the western end of the 
401 route, between Shoreham and 
Otford The new upstarts'Berry & 
Durrant', trading as Sevenoaks & 


District, were also operating two 
Beans in the locality by the summer 
of 1930. The Bean versus Bean 
battle ended in November 1930, 
with East Surrey again supreme. 

The newer of the Sevenoaks 
examples, GJ 5077, was one of 
a mixed bag of six of this now 
defunct make to become the 
property of the newly formed LPTB 
(London Pasenger Transport board) 
in July 1933, with five further 
examples added by early 1934. 

Growth of Private Hire 
and School Work 

A variety of secondhand coaches 
joined the Darenth fleet up to the 


www.roadscene.com 


























DESIGNERS & BUILDERS 

MODERN LUXURY C ONCHES 

TO-DAY IS THE DAY OF 

SPECIALISATION—WE DO 
wise (COACHBUILDERS) LTD. 

LONDON ROAD, STAINES, MIDDLESEX 



Right: A contemporary advert for Wise 

Coachworks, which seems to show a Leyland 

Cheetah(?) 

outbreak of war, including three early Leyland 
Tigers and some Gilfords.The Gilfords were 
mostly"166 Series', with Beadle coachwork from 
the Maidstone & District Fleet, but had started 
life with Orange Coaches of Chatham. However, 
one had an 'Orange'connection from much 
further north. 

The only new coach added was purchased in 
mid-1937, and was an example of the newly- 
introduced, Surrey-built, Dodge'SBF'range. 
Unlike previous models based on American 
designs, this new model, obviously inspired 
by the ground-breaking Bedford 'WT' range, 
introduced the familiar snub-nosed look, 
however, the 3.5 litre side-valve petrol engine 
used was from the American factory. This model 
was available until the outbreak of war and 
was often promoted as a 26-seater with Duple 
coachwork. Other coachbuilders also built a 
few, including Harrington andThurgood.The 
Darenth example however, was built by a lesser 
known firm, Messrs Wise of Staines, and seated 
just 21. 

The local paper mills, sports clubs and village 
institutions, plus the large employers around 
Dartford were a constant source of private hire 
work. One regular customer was the White Oak 
Laundry in Swanley, whose ladies insisted that 
Monty drove their coach on their outings, as 
they enjoyed his singing! 

No doubt some of the children travelling on 
his early school buses would grow up and use 
Monty for their own requirements in later years. 

The fleet and village 
in World War II 

With the advent of war, severe restrictions on 
fuel and travel were imposed. With the fleet 
reduced, the sturdy Dodge proved its worth, 
clocking up a considerable mileage. 

Usually perceived as a peaceful district, all 
this changed dramatically when the Battle of 
Britain ranpd in thp skips ahovp. with Rinnin 

— ...~ ZJ -- ■ ----' ------ ZJ ZJ'' - 


Hill just over the horizon. The climax of the 
battle came on Sunday, 15th September 1940, 
with residents able to witness two Spitfires 
of 609 Squadron pursuing a Dornier 17Z 
bomber, which crashed on the hop fields above 
Eynsford, on farmland owned by the Alexander 
family. Three of the four crew survived to 
be captured by the Home Guard and local 
gunners.Ten days later, during a raid, one bomb 
landed on Hever Cottages, by the Riverside 
adjacent to the Tudor Cottage. It destroyed the 
row of ancient dwellings including No 4 where 
Monty's father lived. 

Anti-aircraft guns, searchlights and barrage 
balloons were to be seen on the Downs. In 
June 1944, the first VI Doodlebugs were seen 
overhead and crews with mobile balloon 
winch-equipped Fordsons were hurriedly 
drafted into the area. 

During the conflict, additional labour arrived 
to help on the farms with Land Girls and 
later Italian and German POWs. In spite of all 
this action, most of the population escaped 
unharmed. 

The Rolls Royce 

Perhaps the best remembered of all the 
vehicles associated with Monty's fleet was a 
Rolls Royce, which was converted into an eight- 
seater mini bus! It has been possible, thanks 
to the efforts of Peter Tulloch and the Rolls 
Royce Enthusiasts Club, to piece together some 
information on this unique vehicle. An example 
of the legendary'Silver Ghost', it started life 
as a luxury landaulette bodied by Maythorn 
& Son of Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, supplied 
to a customer in Leicester in 1920. In 1924, it 
nasspH to a sprond ownpr in Watford, who mav 

I-”-- - - - - --..- ' - - - -- / 


have been responsible for the Hertfordshire 
registration issued to the vehicle, NK 2065. 

The Silver Ghost enjoyed a 19-year production 
run, with front wheel brakes only offered as 
an option in the final years. In old age, many 
became'garage hacks'and breakdown vehicles, 
as did many other former luxury cars including 
Packards. 

Naturally, among the modifications carried 
out during its transformation, braking was 
added on all four wheels, along with the fitting 
of a later pattern, vertical-shuttered radiator. 

The vehicle is believed to have been driven by 
Mrs Ethel Hever on the school run serving a 
private institution. 

The well-proportioned body is believed 
to have been the work of Thos Brown of 
Dartford and also at some point an Austin 'K' 
Series engine was installed. The date of its 
transformation is not known but it was certainly 
still around in the late 1950s, although its final 
fate is unknown to the writer. 

• We continue the story post-war next time. 
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Mike Forbes previews the last in 
the Road Haulage Archive series, 
which features pictures used by lorry 
dealerships as sales aids. 

T he pictures of lorries in this 
publication have come from 
two vehicle dealers, for whom 
the photographs were originally 
taken. Vehicle manufacturers 
and dealers have always taken pictures of 
the lorries they delivered in their customers' 
liveries. We have long been used to seeing 
these in the news pages of transport 
magazines, but there have always been 
other ways to use them for promotional 
purposes. 

One use ties in nicely with our on-going 
'Selling Lorries'theme, using adverts of 
the past to show the trends of the time in 
commercial vehicle design and operation. 

All sorts of manufacturers, including lorry- 
makers, have used pictures of their products 
in use with well-known names, on the basis 
that: "If it's good enough for them..." 

In some cases, the adverts have come, not 
directly from the manufacturer of the body 
or chassis, but from the supplying dealer 
- although there might have been some 
support from the lorry-makers, as we'll see. 


July j. 1949. THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 



All 



STONE 

MUXLOE 


COMPANY j| LTD.—“ 

NEAR R LEICESTER. 


Even if you don't get your press release used 
in the news pages, your customer's lorry will 
still be seen in the magazines. 

There's an obvious knock-on effect as well, in 
that the operator, having been identified as a 
user of your products on this occasion, is more 
likely to come back for a further order in the 
future - presuming that they are satisfied with 
the performance of the vehicle(s) in question. 
It's often the repeat orders which get featured 
in this way - perhaps it's safer that way, and 
you're more sure the operator will say nice 
things about you if asked for opinions by a 
third party... 

There is another use for these pictures, 
which is where most of the ones featured here 


come in. Lorry dealers would have a file of 
pictures of vehicles they had sold to'satisfied 
customers'. The salesman would be able to 
say, for example: "You want a tipper, well 
here is one we sold the XYZ Transport a few 
months back,"and so on... 

The dealers would also have pictures from 
the manufacturers, showing the types of lorry 
that they could offer, but hadn't actually sold 
themselves. For instance, a while back, we 
came by a wonderful series of pictures like 
this, showing all sorts of different Bedford- 
based fire engines. As a manufacturer, 
Scammell was particularly good at taking 
and providing pictures of examples of all the 
different types of lorry - and trailer - which 
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Above: An early post-war delivery from Parrs of Leicester, to a regular local customer, F E Greasley of Groby, Leicester, was this 1949 ERF 44G, with 
the‘V’cab and wooden tipper body, photographed like many vehicles the company supplied outside the gates of Abbey Park, not far from the 
company’s premises. 



Above: One of a large number of Leicestershire tipper operators 
supplied with vehicles by Parrs was J W Porter & Son of Mountsorrel. 
These included AJU 110, a 1937 Dodge 4-tonner, with semi-forward 
control with a short bonnet housing the Chrysler‘flathead’. The 
unladen weight of this short wheelbase lorry was marked on the 
chassis as 2 tons, 9 cwt 3 quarters, making it under the magic 2 Y 2 tons, 
allowing it to Legally run at 30 mph. 



Above: This Thornycroft Sturdy dropside supplied soon after the war 
by Parrs of Leicester to a regular customer, Ernest A Bale, of Church 
Gresley, Burton-on-Trent, hardly Local, which also took a Dodge and 
an ERF, also seen in these pages. That Little supplier’s transfer at the 
bottom of the door appears on many of the vehicles sold by Parrs 
seen in this publication. 


the company produced. Even now, these crop 
up all over the place, as you'll see here... 

Parrs of Leicester 

The pictures in the first part of this publication 
have come from Colin Chesterman, who 
has always been in contact with all the lorry 
people in the Leicester area and beyond, and 
had been speaking to a gentleman who used 
to work for Parrs, the ERF dealership based 
in Abbey Lane, Leicester. Unfortunately, he 
passed away, but Colin was able to obtain 


from his widow a whole file full of pictures of 
vehicles sold by the dealership - and not just 
ERFs. 

The Parrs dealership was part of a group 
of companies, Parrs (Leicester) Ltd, with a 
banking background, of which F H Gerard 
had been a director since 1904. As well as 
a businessman and fellow director of Parrs, 
his son Frederick Roberts'Bob'Gerard was 
well-known both before and after World 
War II as a racing driver, in Rileys pre-war 
and ERAs, then a Cooper-Bristol and Turner 


sports cars afterwards, and thought of as a 
well-respected competitor. After he stopped 
driving competitively, he continued to run a 
racing team into the 1970s, alongside car and 
commercial garages. Bob Gerard Ltd is still in 
business selling cars. 

Meanwhile, in 1936, Parrs had sold out its 
substantial local bus interests to Midland Red, 
and started to concentrate on commercial 
vehicle maintenance. The company was soon 
appointed as an agent for Gardner diesel 
engines and later, when Edwin Foden split 
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to Narborough Road, close to Junction 21 of 
the Ml motorway in the late 1960s. While at 
Gwendolen Road, the company was a main 
agent for Vulcan lorries, as well as Perkins 
Engines, with many petrol-engined lorries 
being converted to diesel power during 
the 1950s and '60s. When Vulcan was taken 
over by the Rootes Group, Ford & Slater was 
appointed as an agent for Leyland and Albion. 
The company went on to supply both Leyland 
Group and Vauxhall/Bedford products to many 
fleets, large and small. 

We also have plenty of pictures of both 
Bedford and Leyland Group vehicles supplied 
by the company's branch in Grimsby, courtesy 
of Ray Newcomb, 'Finder of the lost treasure'. 
Ray tells us the pictures were loaned to him 
for us to use by fellow members of'The 


Above: Parrs already had a relationship with ScammeLL through supplying Low-Loaders and 
other trailers to its customers, so it’s no surprise that some vehicles were also sold, Like this 
Rigid 8 for J & G Leah of Riddings, Derbyshire, which also had an ERF tipper around the same 
time. The Scammell is seen, as usual, outside Abbey Park, Leicester. 


Above: During the war, when production of ERFs was limited, Parrs obviously supplied whatever 
vehicles it could get hold of for customers, like this Maudslay Merlin for Mansfield & Dawson of 
Derby. 


Wednesday Club', a group of local retired 
transport enthusiasts, Derek Sykes and Steve 
McCoy, who used to be a salesman at Ford 
& Slater. The original prints, used by the 
company for promotional purposes, had been 
bought at an auction in Louth, Lincolnshire 
some months back. A tea chest full of pictures 
was said to have been in the stores when the 
branch was closed; these could be some of 
them. To this day, many vehicle dealers have 
photographs taken of new vehicles, which go 
to the new owners and operators, as well as 
into their files and advertising material. 

These pictures were taken for Ford & 

Slater by the Grimsby Evening Telegraph 
photographer, showing a range of vehicles 
supplied by the company's Grimsby branch, 
mainly in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 

There is nothing like the endorsement of 
your product by another buyer to help 
sales, so pictures of vehicles in the livery of 
operators, well-known or local, have always 
been popular. Let's face it, they still are - Road 
Haulage Archive and Vintage Roadscene are 
usually full of them... 

Since being founded in 1928, Ford & Slater 
has been at the forefront of commercial 
vehicle distribution. The company became a 
major chain of dealerships through out the 
Eastern Counties, with branches from Ipswich 
to Leicester to Hull. It supplied both Vauxhall/ 
Bedford and Leyland Group products to many 
fleets, large and small. 

The company had a significant presence in 
Grimsby for many years, where there was a 
strong market for lorries, connected with local 
industries, the docks and fishing, as well as 
supplying many operators beyond the North 
Lincolnshire area. 

Ford & Slater is still one of the largest DAF 


with his relatives, ERF commercial vehicles, 
as well as Dodge and Thornycroft and JNSN 
lorries, according to contemporary accounts 
and adverts from the time. 

Parrs became well-known nationally, as ERF 
dealers in particular, for many years. However, 
Cossington Commercials took over as ERF 
distributors from 1974-94, until getting into 
financial difficulties itself, and being rescued 
by Mercedes-Benz in 1995. A company called 
AK Commercials now uses Cossington's Syston 
site, while R H Commercials is a Renault truck 
dealer, based in Cossington. 

Parrs'premises, in Abbey Lane, Leicester, 
once part of the main A6 trunk road through 
the city between London and Manchester, 
were later used by Castle Motor Company, 
Rootes Group agents and now by Robin & Day, 
Peugeot dealers. 

The pictures seen here reflect the earlier 
years of the Parrs commercial vehicle sales, 
from the late 1930s to the early 1950s, 
with Dodge, ERF and Thornycroft lorries 
predominating, but other makes were 
obviously supplied, presumably in conjunction 
with other distributors, such as Ford & Slater 
in the case of Scammells in the later years, co¬ 
operation which might come as something of 
a surprise in these competitive days. 


Ford & Slater 

Colin Chesterman has also provided some 
pictures of vehicles that were sold by the 
Leicester branch of Ford & Slater. This 
company was set up as a vehicle dealership in 
the late 1920s and grew to have a network of 
branches across the East of England, and still 
is one of the largest DAF dealership groups 
in the UK. The company was first based in 
Leicester, with premises in Gwendolen Road, 
off East Park Road in the city, before moving 
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Trucks dealership groups in the UK.The 
company operates from 12 dealerships, 
strategically located across the East Midlands 
and East Anglia. In recent years they have 
won the prestigious 'Motor Dealer of the Year' 
award. 

Pictures like these are invaluable in showing 
the sort of lorries that transport and other 
companies were buying at the time. time. 
They might not have the atmosphere, which is 
conveyed by pictures of vehicles at work, but 
as a record they are most interesting and we 
must be grateful for their use here. The only 
thing missing is the colour schemes which 
were used as, unfortunately, black and white 
photographs were the order of the day. 

Colin, Ray and the editor have filled in as 
much background to the vehicles as possible, 
but if you have anything to add, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch... 




Above: Typical of the lorries supplied by Ford & Slater 
was this late 1950s Leyland Comet dropside rigid for 
seed and grain merchants, Wherry & Sons, of Bourne, 
Lincolnshire. 


Left: Photographed outside Ford & Slater’s Grimsby 
branch is a platform-bodied LAD-cabbed Leyland 
Comet, OJL 591 (Holland, Lincolnshire, 1959-60), 
supplied to W H Christian of Boston. This was a typical 
vehicle of its time. Note the sack-lifter frame beneath 
the body, suggesting that this vehicle would be used 
to transport farm produce. 


Below: A nice front three-quarters shot of an Albion 
Revier platform-bodied six-wheeler, EFU 646C (Lindsey, 
1965), ready for Wall Bros, haulage contractors of 
Haxey, near Doncaster, outside Ford & Slater’s Grimsby 
premises, with the garage forecourt with its Jet and 
Regent pumps, showroom and workshops in the 
background. 
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share of the market then it might have 
done otherwise, if either the Austin or 
Morris range had been discontinued. 

It seems that the best models and 
features of both ranges were gradually 
put together in the new ranges, with a 
heavier model added with a 'BMC' badge 
on top. After 60 years or so, it is sometimes 
difficult to sort out all the different models, 
as Austin and Morris-badged vehicles (the 
Morris-Commercial name was dropped 
in 1956) were given different numbers or 
letters from each other - it feels as if just to 
tease and confuse us now. 

We are looking at the period covering 
the late 1950s and early 1960s, before BMC 
merged with Jaguar Cars Limited in 1966, 


Above: We’Ll Look at the earlier models from the separate Austin and Morris ranges another 
time, which will show the origins of the models seen here. This is an early Morris ‘FE’, which was 
closely based on the previous Morris-Commercial‘FV’, which it replaced in 1955. Visually, there 
was a new front panel and grille, replacing the J Type style, on the all-steel cab - produced by 
the WillenhaLL Radiator Co and also used by ERF and others.The 5-tonner, here in primer with an 
alloy dropside body, was powered by a 5.1 Litre BMC diesel. (CHC aay791) 


This month, Mike Forbes has 
selected from the Chris Hodge 
'Stilltime'Collection, a series of 
pictures of lorries from BMC, seen 
at various differen t shows and on 
test over the years they were in 
production. Next time, we'll look at 
some when they were in service... 


T he British Motor Corporation 
Limited (BMC) was a holding 
company, formed in 1952, 
merging the Austin Motor 
Company and the Nuffield 
Organisation, which owned Morris and 
Morris-Commercial, as well as MG, Riley, and 
Wo I se ley. 

As far as commercial vehicles were 
concerned, two rival ranges had to be 
combined into one - or were they? 
Depending on which way you look at it, 
BMC remained loyal to both its Austin 
and Morris-Commercial dealerships and 
customers, by providing them with a 
range of vehicles under both names, or the 
combine took advantage of the situation, 
'badge-engineering'two more or less 
identical ranges, thus keeping a larger 
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Several of our pictures this time come from 
open air displays, which seem to have been 
staged from time to time, to show the range of 
commercials available from Austin, Morris and 
BMC. Here, copying Guy’s advertising idea, we 
have a ‘pile’ of Austins. The Austin ‘502’was the 
equivalent of the FE - only the badge and grille 
were different. The tractor unit was designed 
for a gross weight of 12 tons - or 15 tons with 
an Eaton two-speed axle - so this one, TOM 197 



(Birmingham, 1956), would have been hard- 
pressed to deal with anything Like the capacity 
Load of 24 tons gross on the BTC Four-in-Line 
trailer. On the back is a ‘701’ dropside 7-tonner, 
which was usually badged ‘BMC’with that 
grille, while on top is an Austin-badged version 
of the normal control ‘LC5’ 1% ton dropside 
- you can just make out the ‘Flying A’ on the 
. bonnet. (CHCabe416) 


and changed its name to British Motor 
Holdings Limited (BMH), which again 
merged with Leyland Motor Corporation 
Limited - including AEC, Albion, Scammell, 
Standard-Triumph cars and more - forming 
British Leyland Motor Corporation in 1968. 

We all know the story of the downward 
spiral of that top-heavy organisation, 
which concentrated on cars, neglected 
the lorry market at home and abroad, 
eventually leading to the lamentable state 
we are in now, virtually totally reliant on 
imported commercial vehicles. But let's 


Above: Here’s another Austin 502 ‘prime mover’, as the company called artic units at the time. 
This one, again with the BMC diesel engine, was equipped with a ScammeLL-type automatic 
coupling. Unfortunately, some helpful soul has put an exhibit number over the trailer chassis 
manufacturer’s plate.There are various BMC-badged 701 tippers in the background, plus a 
normal control‘302’ on the end. (CHC abe417) 


look back at some happier times for British 
lorries, with a range of light and middle- 
weights on offer from Austin, Morris and 
BMC... 
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BRITISH RCAD SERVICES 


MEAT HAUUCE 


This is a better view of one of those 701 tippers, 
with an Austin-BMC badge on its WiLLenhaLL 
cab. We can just see on the vehicle on the right 
the more usual BMC badge used above the 
grille used on the heavier models.To the rear 
is an Austin 502 platform Lorry with container 
destined for the British Road Services Meat 


Haulage Division. (CHC abe418) 



Left: In those days, displays would always 
include vehicles in customers’ Liveries. 
Here is an alloy dropside-bodied 502 
for BRS, which has detail differences to 
the cab, a ventilator on the front and a 
different-shaped roof. (CHC abe422) 

Below: Stretching a point, here at a Lorry 
Driver of the Year event, to show the 
normal control offering of the time from 
BMC, we have a new-looking Austin 302 
dropside, 545 GHX (Middlesex, 1955-6), 
taking part in a heat. While the forward 
control models were based on the 
previous Morris-Commercial, the normal 
control Austin and Morris Lorries were 
fitted with a derivative of the previous 
Austin KType ‘Loadstar’ cab. (CHC aay989) 








































Above: As a comparison with the Austin, this is a 
Morris WE dropside on test. This was the equivalent 
of the normal control 502 five-tonner - eight-stud, 
rather than six-stud wheels are the clue. These were 
available with a 4 litre petrol engine, a version of 
the Austin overhead-valve unit, or the BMC diesel, 
which had its origins in the engine derived from that 
licenced from Saurer in the 1940s. (CHC aaz867) 


Right: Here’s a picture which was difficult to resist. It 
must have been a Little embarrassing for the Standard 
Motor Company to have to buy a Lorry from a company 
building cars in competition with its own models, 
but this Austin 502 probably gave good service. Seen 
at another LDOY show, it was running on Coventry 
tradeplates 1426 DU, which was allowed for all motor 
trade vehicles in those days. (CHC aazOll) 



1: The normal and forward control models from BMC were also 
available in chassis-scuttle form, like this Morris FE, which has been 
given an integral van body byCunard,for manufacturing chemists, 
Scott & Bowne Ltd, seen on a Late-1950s commercial vehicle show 
stand of the well-known bodybuilders of the day. (CHC aaz329) 

2: Seen at a Later display, probably staged at one of the larger 
regional distributors’ premises, here is an Austin 502, with the later 
cab, with its‘wrap-around’windscreen - a bit futuristic at the time 
- as fitted to the Morris‘FF’.This one, 743 UPG (Surrey, 1961) with 
its‘Light alloy platform body’and Lift-off container, was for Allied 
Suppliers, of Chilwell, Nottinghamshire. We Looked at its operations 
in a ‘Scenes Past’a couple of years back. (CHC aau075) 

3: The Austin 702 was a 7-tonner,the equivalent of the Morris 
FF K140, with the new cab. It was an uprated chassis, still with 
the 5.1 Litre BMC diesel and Eaton two-speed axle, with a 13 ft 4 
ins wheelbase, for a 17 ft 9 ins body. This one for BRS, seen at a 
commercial motor show, has the ‘Austin-BMC’ badge. 
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Scenes Past 



Above: An Austin-badged version of the artic tractor unit, called the 702, 
with a Carrimore trailer, all Loaded up with test weights and ready to go 
out on test. Note the BMC rosette on the door. (CHC aay081) 

Left: During the early 1960s, both Austin and Morris models became 
known as the FF K100 and K140, depending on whether the 5.1 Litre 
diesel was fitted to a 5-tonner, or the 5.7 Litre diesel to a 7-tonner (very 
few5-tonners had the 4 Litre petrol engine by this time). Then a new 
version of the diesel engine, designed to be mounted at an angle under 
the cab floor, allowed three seats in the all-steel cab, the new version 
being known as the ‘FIT model. Unfortunately, we can’t see these features 
on this Late-registered tipper, UPT170D (Co Durham, 1966) for The 
BLencowe Lime Co, of Penrith, Cumberland. (CHC aaz386) 


Above: Another look at that 1961 display, where the Lorries were 
rather packed in for photography. Although we can’t see any 
badges, we can assume the tractor unit is an Austin 502 or 702, 
with an increased gross combination weight of 17 tons, with an 
automatic coupling and York Lightweight - only 33 cwt - alloy 
trailer, appropriately for the Imperial Aluminium Company. To 
its rear is a six-wheeled tipper, with a Boys third axle conversion 
to its 702 chassis, a popular way to get a Lightweight and 
inexpensive bulk tipper at the time, with Lots of other different 
applications behind, from a normal control dray for M & B,to 
a cement mixer and a platform Lorry with a Penman Livestock 
container. (CHC aau085) 


Left: Probably at a different display, featuring Morris-badged 
vehicles, this is an example of the new Morris forward control 
prime mover, introduced in 1961 for gross train weights up to 18 
tons, based on the FF K140 7-tonner, on an 8 ft wheelbase, with a 
bigger 5.7 Litre diesel, five-speed gearbox and Eaton two-speed 
rear axle. There’s an integral box van for British Railways in the 
background, based on the Morris FG chassis-scuttle, 821AL0 
(London, early 1961). (CHC aav771) 
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1: Here’s the tipper version of the Austin 702, on the weighbridge, before going out on test on Birmingham tradeplates, 499 OG.The 10 ft wheelbase 
suited the typical for its day 6 cubic yard all-steel dropside tipping body. (CHC aay067) 

2: The various BMC models were popular with Local authorities and contractors, as the basis of tippers, plus road-sweepers, Like this one, most Likely 
built by Johnston of Dorking, on an Austin 502. (CHC aay803) 

3: This is a scene from an early 1960s Earls Court show. We can see the Austin and Morris stands - note the continued use of‘Morris-Commercial’to 
get more stand space - with an Austin FG K80 4-ton platform Lorry to the fore. This was originally called the Austin 404, before the Letters became 
the model reference across both ranges. (CHC aap919) 

4: At the 1964 Commercial Vehicle Show, the introduction of the BMC FJ caused a stir, as it was the first volume-produced Lorry with a steel tilt-cab. 
Later known as the‘Bathgate’or‘Pilot’cab, this went on to be used on British Leyland models into the 1980s. Here is an Austin-badged FJ K140, in a 
fancy gold finish on that company’s stand. (CHC aaa047) 

5: Meanwhile, not far away - we can see the gold Austin in the background - on the Morris stand was another FJ K140, with a shorter wheelbase, 
carrying Morris Lettering on its front panel. It’s surprising that one of them wasn’t displayed with the cab tilted... (CHC aaa079) 

6: The following year, we see another Lorry for Allied Supplies, which had turned to artics, but seems to have retained the same Lift-off containers 
for its shop deliveries. This Morris, GGB 259C (Glasgow, 1965), badged as an FJ K360 - whatever that might refer to - was photographed prior to that 
year’s Scottish Show at Kelvin Hall. We’Ll bring you some pictures of BMC Lorries in service next time... (CHC abk676) 
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‘ON THE BUSES’ 

Memories of bus operators and their vehicles 



around Britain from the 1930s-1950s 


Mike Forbes introduces the first of a new series of publications looking 
at the buses of the past. 


Above: This 1966 picture of CCF 671, a 1950 
AEC Regal III Duple C35F, of W A Jolly, of 
Norton, said to be an associate of Mulleys 
of Ixworth,with its progress hampered by a 
temporary traffic barrier, at Angel Hill, Bury St 
Edmunds, shows that the problems of access 
in historic market towns is nothing new. 

T he first issue of Vintage 

Roadscene Archive is now 
available, in which we look at a 
selection of pictures of different 
buses and coaches seen at 
work around the country in the past. This 
album, originally conceived under the 
name Passenger Transport Archive, follows 
the style set by our Road Haulage Archive 
series. The addition of this, and hopefully 
more issues to follow, results from the 
number of interesting period photographs 
of buses and coaches to be found in the 


Chris Hodge'Stilltime'Collection. Most of 
these were originally taken for possible use 
in magazines like'Commercial Motor', which 
included passenger transport content for 
many years. 

A journalist would visit an operator, or 


Above: A view of the main exit from the Black & White coach station onto St Margaret’s Road, 
taken soon after it opened in 1931. A good proportion of the company’s fleet can be seen in 
these pictures, including Leylands and Gilfords. In this shot we can see eight of the 18 Leyland 
TS2s, with 26 seat dual-door Leyland coach bodies added to the fleet in 1929, including DG 
774 and DF 8419 on the left, with DF 8013 at the head of the vehicles on the right. The Austin 
car on the left, CJ 1558, with a 1913 Herefordshire registration, is believed to have been a 
taxi, judging by the driver in a peaked cap sitting on the running board. The coaches have 
destination displays including Aberystwyth, Torquay, London and Swansea. 
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Above: Among the rarely-seen pictures from the 1964 Earls Court 
show, we have 1964 Leyland Atlantean, CWB 340B, no 340 in the 
Sheffield Transport fleet, with its Park Royal metal-framed double-deck 
bodywork. The front of the bus shows how the designers had tried to 
get away from the original rather square ‘boxy’ look of the early rear- 
engined vehicles. 



Above: The Great Yarmouth Corporation bus fleet included a number 
of classic 1950s double-deckers on Leyland PD2 and AEC Regent 
V chassis, like fleet no 43, CEX 43, new in 1959, with its attractive 
Massey H30/26R body, seen here on Hall Quay, in front of the Star 
Hotel. 




Above: South Wales Transport Company’s SWN 994, fleet no 531, was 
one of 13 out of a total of 33 such vehicles entering service in 1958-59, 
which had its panels left in an unpainted finish for a time when new. An 
older Weymann-bodied AEC Regent III in the fleet is following. 


Above: Seen Loading in the much-missed Derby Bus Station in 1948 is 
RC 2710, Trent fleet no 310, a 1935 SOS DON, with AEC 7.7 litre diesel- 
powered chassis built by Birmingham & Midland Motor Omnibus 
Company and single-deck front entrance 36 seat bus bodywork by 
Brush. A similar vehicle is currently being restored by the Lincolnshire 
Vintage Vehicle Society. 



Above: Seen on Madeira Drive, Brighton is the Bristol-ECW LS coach, UNG 766, fleet no LS766 of Eastern Counties, new in 1956, be-decked with 
garlands as befits the outright winner of the 1956 British Coach Rally at Brighton. This would have been one of the latest tour coaches for the 
companies, fitted with just 32 seats, with antimacassars and roof-lights for touring duties. 
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Above: With St Peter de Merton Church visible in the background, two United Counties double- 
deckers line up at the traffic lights at the cross-roads in the centre of Bedford. At the front 
is 1950 Bristol KS5G, fleet no 834 (688 up to 1952) with ECW L27/28R bodywork, in service 
with UCOC until 1968. Behind is 1947 Leyland PD1, fleet no 591, MPU 45, with ECW L27/26R 
body, originally Eastern National no 3985 until 1952. The Bristol is going to Cambridge, on a 
circuitous route via Biggleswade, while the Leyland is on a Local route to Bromham, a village a 
couple of miles north of Bedford. 



sometimes several in a particular area, either 
to talk to them about a topical issue of the 
time, or just as part of a look at a particular 
area. For example, issues of CM and other 
trade magazines would include articles on 
Scottish operations at the time of the biennial 
Scottish Commercial Vehicle Show. 

Surprisingly, sometimes what we would 
expect to have been a topical subject, for 
example, the unpainted buses in the South 
Wales fleet seen in the pictures used here, 
were not uppermost in the minds of either 
the journalist or the operator interviewed. It's 
interesting how the passage of time affects 
our attitudes about such matters. 

We are fortunate that many of these articles 
can be found among the back issues of the 
magazine featured in the CM archives to be 
found on the Internet, which offer background 
to some of the pictures seen here. However, 
many of the photographs taken were not used 
at the time and it seems a shame for them 
never to be put together for enthusiasts to 
enjoy, hence this publication. The number of 
pictures taken on individual visits did vary 
for whatever reason, which is reflected in the 
number of pages allotted to the different 
operators seen here. 

We have dipped into the 'Stilltime' archive 
previously, not only for the occasional 'Scenes 
Past'article in Vintage Roadscene magazine 
among those on lorries and other vehicles, but 
also for two volumes of'Vintage Bus & Coach', 
produced by Key Publishing, the previous 
publishers of Vintage Roadscene. This issue of 
Passenger Transport Archive follows on from 
them. There are still enough bus and coach 
pictures in the Stilltime archive for a couple 
more issues, then we could move on to other 
archives to which we have access. 

I must give thanks for our access to the 
'Stilltime'collection of pictures, as well as the 
Commercial Motor Archive and other sources 
on the Internet, like Bus Lists on the Web, 
plus various period publications, like the Ian 
Allan ABC Bus Fleets books, all of which have 


been referred to in compiling the captions 
to the pictures here. Of course, I must accept 
responsibility for any mistakes, for which I 
apologise. Local knowledge often trumps any 
number of published works. If you have any 
additional information or indeed corrections 
which would be of interest to other readers, 
please contact us at Vintage Roadscene 
magazine, where your thoughts could enrich 
the letters pages. 

I hope you enjoy the contents of these pages 
and they help to bring back memories of 
days gone by and all the interesting bus and 
coach operations of the past, in many cases 
very different form those of today, but at the 
same time so often surprisingly similar. There 
has been much rebuilding of towns and cities, 
pedestrianising of main streets, but many 
landmarks can still be seen, so scenes can still 
be recognised, although the vehicles might 
have changed over the years. 

'On The Buses'Volume 1 contains 14 sections, 
some larger than others, depending on the 
number of pictures available, covering a range 
of bus companies, municipals, big regional 
operators and independents, plus a look at 
vehicles at a coach rally, motor show and on 
test. There are plenty of fondly-remembered 


names, with vehicles seen against interesting 
local backgrounds. 

The sections cover'Market Day Congestion', 
with buses and coaches fighting for parking 
space with cars on market day in Bury St 
Edmunds in 1966. 'A Grand Opening', with 
historic pictures from a visit to the new Black 
& White coach station, soon after the opening 
in the early 1930s. 'Showtime'features pictures 
of the latest new vehicles seen at the 1964 
Commercial Motor Show. 

We get'The Blues in Yarmouth', but there's 
nothing to be unhappy about with the 
Corporation buses in mid-1960s Great 
Yarmouth.'Un painted in South Wales'features 
the South Wales AEC Regents which were 
unpainted for a while, although the original 
article was about the efficiency of a one-make 
vehicle policy at the company. 'Trip to the 
Seaside'shows lots of coaches at Brighton, the 
destination of the second British Coach Rally 
in 1956. 

'Day Out in Derby' results from a visit to 
Trent MotorTraction in Derby in 1948, which 
reveals some interesting vehicles still about in 
the early post-war years, as well as what was 
new at the time. The centre spread features a 
number of period manufacturers' brochures 
for new chassis and bodies for buses and 
coaches. 

'Busy in Bedford'shows United Counties 
buses coping with a rapidly rising 
population in Bedford in the late 1950s. 

Our'Highland Fling'involves the buses of 
Highland Omnibuses and other operators, 
seen in Inverness during a visit in the mid- 
1960s. 'Testing Times' features prototypes, 
demonstrators and new chassis types, out on 
the road, being put through their paces, as we 
haven't seen them since it happened. 

'Independent in Essex' results from a visit to 
Osbornes's ofTollesbury in the mid-1960s and 
shows an interesting fleet, working on services 
given up by the major area operator.'Co¬ 
operation then Merger'shows Grimsby and 
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At Inverness Bus Station in the mid-1960s awaiting custom, we see MacBraynes 
fleet no 76, 377 FGB, a 1962 Bedford VAS, with Willowbrook B30F body, which 
would become Highland CD45 on takeover in 1971. It was at platform 2, for 
services to Fort William and Glasgow, while at platform 4, for Nairn, Macduff, 
Elgin and Aberdeen, was Highland Omnibuses fleet no A6, KST 55, a rare 1956 
Albion Nimbus MR9L, with Alexander C29F body, complete with the classic SBG 
destination sticker in the front window for its destination, Auldearn. 
























Right: Pictured on Horse Guards Parade, having returned 
from the USA and Canada, on the left is AEC LYR 826, RT 2775, 
with Leyland LYR 935, RTL1307, with the Ford. The Leyland 
was fitted out as an information bureau, with pictures of 
Britain, Leaflet racks, promoting the scenery and history of 
the country. Some accounts suggest RT2775 was fitted out 
as a workshop, rather than a hospitality unit, but this role 
was played by a Leyland lorry which was part of the convoy. 
Another AEC, RT2776 was used to give rides to the public 
where the convoy stopped in America. 

Below: Vehicles in the Red & White fleet are seen just before 
it was nationalised in 1950. This Albion Valkyrie CX13, FAX 
303, fleet no 798, was new in 1946 with this Pickering B34F 
body. This would be replaced in 1951, with a B35R body by 
BBW (Bristol Bodyworks), and the vehicle renumbered S2946, 
to Last until 1959 under nationalisation. It is seen entering 
Chepstow from the west, through the Town Gate. It is passing 
a Lorry delivering Vile Bros Mineral Waters from Newport, 
outside the George Hotel, which is still there, opposite the 
junction of the A48 to Gloucester and A466 to Monmouth, 
both now renumbered as ‘B’ roads. 


Cleethorpes Corporations'fleets separately 
and together in 1949 and 1966. 'Back from 
America' is our look at a facet of London 
Transport, which sent vehicles to the USA and 
Canada in 1953. They were lined upon Horse 
Guards Parade on their return and we've got 
the pictures. 

Finally/A Striking Combination'echoes 
the original title of an article in Commercial 
Motor for look at Red & White Services around 
Chepstow, shortly before the company was 
nationalised, from which we feature the 
pictures. All in all, there is a wide range of 
subject matter, with something to interest 
and maybe even excite every bus enthusiast 
interested in the history of passenger 
transport in the UK from the 1930s to the 
1960s. 
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Pictured before Leaving Guy’s Fallings Park works in 
Wolverhampton on tradeplates,106 UK, is the underfloor-engined 
Warrior demonstrator, fitted with Burlingham Seagull all-metal 
41 seat bodywork. The coach was new in 1956, registered SJW 
515 passing the following year to Dodd’s of Troon, staying there 
in its green and cream Livery for 40 years, and now preserved by 

Stagecoach in Bluebird colours. 
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GENERAL HAULAGE 
MODELLING - PART 


RoadscenE 


Les Freathy shows us more models of the lorries we used to see on the roads. 


Above: This is one from my early modelling days, a Langley white metal kit of a AEC Mammoth Major, finished in the Livery of Northfleet in Kent 
operator AH Hardy. Various items were place on the flatbed body, to gain the Load shape, finally being covered with a tarpaulin made of tissue paper 
and roped to suit. 


T his month we continue the 
theme of general haulage 
models in 1/76 scale. Once again 
I have included models from 
friends and fellow modellers, 
as this I think is the best way to achieve a 
balanced look at this subject. After all, we all 


interpret things in different ways and I for 
one love to study the way others approach a 
given subject. 

I understand that model show at the 
Classic and Vintage Commercial Show 
at Gaydon this year was a success again, 
with much to see and enjoy in all scales. In 


particular, the smaller scales were well in 
attendance, with displays large and small, 
headed by NARTM (National Association 
of Road Transport Modellers) and other 
individuals, which makes this a show, along 
with all the full-size classic commercials, a 
place to visit. 



Above: A British Road Services Bristol HA6L tractor and semi-trailer. Once again the tractor unit comes from the Langley range, to which I added the 
rack on the cab roof, the trailer is scratch-built, using a set of wheels from my spares box. It was intended that this combination would be Loaded 
with steel plate, hence the Load’s Low profile, which in real-life would be quite a hefty weight. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 





Above: Here is a picture of a model in the making by NARTM 
president, Roger Bigg. Roger has taken the Thornycroft Amazon from 
the Airfix recovery set and used the cab, chassis and running gear to 
create a heavy duty tipper, by scratch building a new body of the type 
supplied by Edbro way back in the Late 1940s-’50s period. Additions 
have been made to the cab and chassis plus a pair of tipping rams. 


Above: Every now and then I Look back to the very early period of 
transport for inspiration, so when this resin cast Nash Quad was 
sent to me by the Late Jim Marshall, I decided to build it as a civilian 
or an ex-military model, as that was its original role. The model is 
based around the 1919-20 period and in this image we can observe 
the driver just about to start unloading the timber off the truck and 
probably cursing, as the labour has disappeared. 


Above: More excellent work from the expert hands of Peter Plummer. 
This exquisite model of a Bedford S Type tanker, in the wonderful 
Livery of Regent fuels, sums up Peter’s dedication to his model 
making. It is often difficult to define the extra fine work that goes into 
his work just from pictures. 


Above: A good few months back, RTI produced a complete kit of the 
military Leyland Hippo Mk2 10 ton GS. Frank decided at the time 
it would be a good idea to show how the model could be used in 
civilian applications and built this this crane carrier by adding the 
Coles crane from the Airfix recovery set and finishing the model in the 
colours of WIMPEY construction. 


Above: Fellow modeller John Taylor can always be relied upon to 
come up with something different, such as this Dodge T110 ex- 
military Lorry with an extended chassis. The RTI cab has had a roof- 
box added and the crated Load of Auster aircraft parts says it all. I 
believe the front wheels are from RTI and the rears from Base Toys, 
but I am sure he will correct me if I am wrong. 


Above: More BRS, a AEC Mammoth with the Mk III tin-front cab. I 
had to think where all the parts for this came from, but the cab and 
wheels are from Road Transport Images (RTI), while the chassis and 
flat body are diecast Exclusive First Editions (EFE).I still have to make 
time to add a suitable Load. 
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_ MODEL 

RoadscenE 


I had to include these superb Little 
models of the Ford E83W pick-up truck 
produced in the RTI range. The East Kent 
bus company model is based on a genuine 
vehicle, while I think the other two have 
fictitious Liveries. 




Right: I built this 
Bedford J Type 
from my memory 
of a truck that 
used to deliver 
produce to our 
school kitchens 
back in the 
late 1950s. I 
remember the 
Livery but could 
not recall the 
operator, so in 
this instance 
made good use 
of some RTI 
decals. The kit 
cab and chassis 
are also from 
RTI, to which I 
added a scratch- 
built body and 
a set of wheels 
from the Model 
Bus Company. 


Left Typical Log 
transportation, I built the 
tractor up from the Airfix 
Matador kit but replaced 
the wheels with my own 
castings. The cab came 
from a BT Model and the 
body, jib and spade were 
scratch built, as was the 
trailer, to which I added a 
set of Langley wheels, the 
Logs were trimmed from 
shrubs in the garden. 
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Here is another white metal 
kit, this one from the past 
Rosencombe miniature range, 
of theAveling Barford Badger 
heavy dump truck, finished 
in the Livery of WIMPEY 
construction. I believe some of 
the range may still be available 
from a firm along the West 
Coast, but I just wish I could 
remember who it is. Hopefully a 
reader may have the answer. 


Above Left and right: This vignette is one of my first attempts at modelling round timber equipment and is based on the Airfix Matador kit. I used 
the cab, chassis and running gear, replacing the kit wheels with something more suitable from a ROCO army truck model, then proceeded to scratch 
build the body and jib, before placing it in a typical setting. 



From Barnsley modeller 
Kevin Green is this Albion 
eight-wheeled platform Lorry, 
with a Large girder frame 
overload. I never had a chance 
to speak to Kevin about the 
construction, but can see the 
use of the Base Toys Albion, 
with probably a scratch-built 
body and Load, while some 
alterations have been carried 
out on the vehicle itself. 










| n The year is 1940, the Location is New Orleans. A1940 
Dodge pick-up has just finished making a delivery to the 
* Mississippi riverboat‘Natchez’.The model bySoLido is 
something of a mystery as explained in the text. 


ROADSCENE USA 

Graham Dungworth goes 'Across the Pond'with more of his models blending into suitable scenes... 

omeone once said to me: "Do 
you know, I can remember things 
vividly from the 1960s but I can't 
always remember things that 
happened last week?" For some 
reason, this led on to a conversation about 
old television programmes.The obvious 
ones like'Juke Box Jury','The Billy Cotton 
Band Show' and 'Dixon of Dock Green' came 
up, along with 'Z Cars', of course. 

I then amazed myself (and showed my 
age) by remembering some other obscure 
police dramas like 'Fabian of Scotland Yard', 

'No Hiding Place'and its spin-off'Echo Four 
Two', featuring the officers of E Division and 
theirTriumph Herald Q-cars.The programme 
makers of the late 1950s obviously didn't go 
in for high speed pursuits! 

Bearing in mind that the roads of the 1950s 
were mainly populated with black, grey or 
beige Morris Minors, Ford Prefects, Vauxha 11 
Wyverns and Standard 10s, the American 
cop shows of the time were eye-openers for 
a young enthusiast like me. Shows like77 
Sunset Strip','Hawaiian Eye'and'Highway 
Patrol', with their powerful, flashy Buicks, 

Chevrolets and Fords. My toy box was also 
full of American cars by Dinky and Corgi, 
actually I've still got a couple of them today. 

Probably of more interest to the readers of 



ABOVE: A pre-launch publicity picture of Ford’s new‘Woody’station wagon, posed against the 
Capitol building in Washington DC on an autumn afternoon in 1940.This model started out as a 
cheap ‘puLL back and go’ child’s toy. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 


ABOVE: Ford had an aLL-new design for their F Series trucks in 1953. This F100 is seen outside a 
typical Midwest smalltown store in Missouri.The car parked behind it is a 1956 Ford Fairlane 
Victoria. 


Vintage Roadscene would be the Canadian 
series'Cannonball', which followed the 
adventures of two long-distance truckers 
'Cannonball'Mike Malone (Paul Birch) and 
his co-driver Jerry Austin (William Campbell). 
It was shown on ABC Weekend TV, the 39 
episodes running from October 1958 to July 
1959. Their truck was a GMC Model 950 COE 
(cab over engine) diesel tractor unit, imagine 
a Bedford S-Type on steroids. It was always 
coupled to a box trailer lettered for C & A 
Transport Co Ltd. I wonder if anyone else 
remembers it? 

In my first picture, the Coca-Cola liveried 
1940 Dodge pick-up truck, shown in New 
Orleans delivering to a Mississippi riverboat, 
is a bit of a mystery. The model is by Solido, 
France, whose models are usually accurate 
and well-detailed, so why the mystery? The 
cab of the pick-up is an accurate rendition of 
the front end of a 1940 Dodge Luxury Liner 
sedan, the problem being that Dodge never 
offered this body style as a pick-up truck; the 
1940 Dodge pick-up having a completely 
different style of cab. 

I suppose Coca-Cola could have 
commissioned a custom version using the 
front end from the sedan but I can't find any 
evidence that this vehicle actually existed. As 
with all the other models featured, I've fitted 
the correct year and state licence plates, in 
this case Louisiana 1940. 

Staying with the year 1940, I've attempted 
to re-create a pre-launch publicity picture 
of the Ford Woody Station Wagon (hence 
the lack of licence plates... OK, I forgot to 
fit them!) posed on an autumn day near 
the Capitol building in Washington DC. The 
model started out as a cheap'pull back and 


go'toy, by Superior Collectables of China 
but, after a lot of work, I think it's now a 
decent model, totally unrecognisable when 
compared with the toy I originally bought 
for a fiver on a flea market. 

Moving on to the mid-west, my next 
picture shows a second generation (1953- 
1956) Ford FI 00 pick-up truck in a typical 
small town in Missouri. It's a model of the all- 
new version of the Ford F Series, introduced 
in 1953.The model is by Maisto International 
Inc of California, even though it's made in 


China! For 1956 Ford did a re-design of the 
cab, the shape of the windscreen and doors 
were changed, together with some changes 
to the dashboard. I have a model of the 1956 
version but I haven't used it here, because 
it's almost identical to the one in the picture. 
The car in the background is a 1956 Ford 
Fairlane Victoria by Vitesse. 

Palm Springs, California, known as the 
'playground of the wealthy'lives up to its 
title in my next photograph.The tailfins 
were huge on the 1957 Cadillac Eldorado 
Biarritz, as was the engine, producing 325 
horsepower. My model is by Solido and it's 
accompanied by a 1957 Ford Thunderbird by 
Ertl Inc of Iowa. 

A North American Indian legend speaks 
of Thunderbirds as being huge birds with 
human faces, the beat of their wings was 
the thunder and the flashing of their eyes 
was the lightning. In 1953 there was a fair bit 
of thunder and lightning in Detroit, when 
General Motors found out that Ford had 
beaten them in registering'Thunderbird'as 
a model name! Originally intended to be a 
sports car to rival Chevrolet's Corvette, the 
Thunderbird ended up as a heavier, more 
luxurious two-seater'personal'car, but the 
312 cu in (5.1 litre) V8 engine delivered 245 
horsepower at 4,600 rpm, so these 'birds' 
could still fly. Thunderbirds turned into four¬ 
seaters a year later in 1958.1 should know, I 
briefly owned a 14 year old example of the 
real thing. 

Immortalised in song by Dolly Parton, no 
article about American cars of the 1950s 


I ABOVE: His ‘n hers? The 1957 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz was huge, with tailfins to match. Here it’s 
seen together with a 1957 Ford Thunderbird outside a modest home in Palm Springs, California! 
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“Keep your hands where I can see em”. A California Highway 
Patrol 1957 Chevrolet has stopped an armed and dangerous 
suspect in his 1950 Buick. Police specification ’57 Chevys were 
very different to those on offer to the general public. 



would be complete without a mention 
of the iconic '57 Chevrolet. The California 
Highway Patrol version I've modelled 
was a far cry from the car available to the 
general public in 1957. Stripped of all but 
the basic ornamentation, the police version 
boasted heavy-duty wheels and uprated 
suspension, plus the'SuperTurbo-Fire 
283' small block V8 engine, with 'Ramjet' 
continuous flow fuel injection from GM's 
Rochester division. Never seen previously 
from a mass-produced American engine the 
283 cu in V8 produced 283 hp at 6,200 rpm, 
the magic one horsepower per cubic inch. 

In my picture, two Highway Patrol troopers 
have pulled over an armed and dangerous 
suspect, in a 1950 Buick Super hardtop by 
Solido.The Chevrolet is a limited edition by 
Corgi, mine is No 2418 of 13,500 produced. 

I may have destroyed its value to a serious 
collector with all the modifications I've done 
but, never mind, there are still 13,499 out 
there somewhere! 

No prizes for guessing the location of 
my final picture, it is of course Nob Hill 
in San Francisco. Production of the Ford 
Mustang began in March 1964 at Ford's 
Dearborn, Michigan plant, and the new 
car was unveiled at the New York World's 
Fair on April 17th of the same year. Early 
production models are commonly known 
as 19641/2 Mustangs, and it's a model of 
one of these by Ertl Inc that I've used in the 
photograph. 


Ford's sales forecasts predicted that 
just under 100,000 Mustangs would be 
sold in the first twelve months, however 
this figure was passed in the first THREE 
months, and another 318,000 would be 
sold by the end of the year. The demand 
for the Mustang was so great that one 
enterprising fast food chain came up with 
the slogan,'Our hot cakes are selling faster 
than Mustangsl'The 1959 Checker Cab in 


the picture is also by Ertl of Iowa. 

As is often the case, reality doesn't always 
live up to the dream. American cars of the 
1950s were generally over-powered with 
fierce brakes, floating suspension, vague 
steering and negligible handling. Like the 
dinosaurs, they soon became extinct, but 
just think how many people still holiday in 
Cuba just to catch a glimpse of them. Put 
another rock'n roll record on the jukebox! 
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Quentin Gallagher repors from what could have been the most important rally of the year. He says: "The pictures were taken on the 
Saturday, showing a proportion of around 30 commercial vehicles in attendance on the day, which one would expect to be the quieter 
of the two, but the forecast for Sunday was poor and turned out to be accurate. However, Hollycombe near Liphook on the border 
between Hampshire and West Sussex was a good setting and the atmosphere actually reminded me, in a good way, of club rallies of the 
late 7 980s. I attended because Hollycombe is quite local to me and I hadn't been for many years, and as a former HCVS member, a big 
anniversary seemed a good reason to go. There are good descriptions of the vehicles in the professionally-produced event programme. 



1: Restored in Northern Ireland, this Austin FFK breakdown is now with S Gregory of Portsmouth and appeared towing a Bedford SType tractor 
unit. 2 : Another Bedford artic present was this wartime OX and trailer, nicely restored to original military condition. 3 : In preservation since 
retired from workmen’s transport for Redland, PPF 492 is a Lovely Duple-bodied AEC Regal III, beautifully restored to its original Surry Motors 
of Sutton Livery. This was one of several buses and coaches present. 4 : A1966 Ford Anglia 5 cwt van, the 305E, in splendid original-looking 
condition. 5 : A1934 Commer 8 cwt van, thought to be one of six manufactured, first owned by the Maple Leaf Laundry, Maidstone, off the road 
for 50 years, it was discovered in Yorkshire, with restoration completed in 2017. 6: This 1937 Austin 12/4 Low-Loader Taxi, CLW 540, Looked the 
part, with a pile of period Luggage on the rack beside the driver. 7 : A little different was this Jeep, finished in Royal Navy colours, rather than 
the usual olive drab. 8: Here’s a contrast between an unusual vehicle in the UK, a bonnetted Saurer, and am ERF 68G eight-wheeled platform 
lorry, with an AEC Matador seen in the background. 
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Roy Dodsworth reports that Sunday, 7th October 2018 saw the HCVS Yorkshire group's final event held at the Docklands Diner at 
Goole, which was well organised by Graham Reed of Reed Transport. The weather was fine and sunny and there was a good turnout of 
vehicles, including a number from friends in the North East. Roy says he enjoyed a marvellous big breakfast, along with others and hope 

the event takes place again next year! A fine turnout of vehicles included: 


1: This 1967 Bristol MW coach, HDV 641E, was new to Western National as fleet number 1436. With an 8.4 litre Gardner diesel engine the top speed is 
60 mph. Curently in West Yorkshire Road Car Co livery, it is due to be painted in Royal Blue fleet colours it carried from 1970. 2: This 1969 Mack RS700L 
three-axle ballast tractor, MCW154G, was previously seen in the livery of Mammoet. Made in Ohio, USA, the left hand drive vehicle is Iways well turned 
out. 3 : PVR 472J is a 1970 ScammellTrunker 2, in the livery of Simon Tootell and owned by him for about three years.lt was new to Huddlestone General 
Haulage of Scunthorpe. Admiring the vehicle at time of my photograph was Colin Rawson,who drove the vehicle from day one to disposal. 4 : What a 
stunner: SHO 800 is a 1958 AEC Reliance coach in the Thornes heritage fleet, with a Duple Britannia 41 seat coach body with. It was new to Creamline 
of Bordon in Hampshire, but owned by Thornes since 2003 and is seen regularly at shows in the region. 5 : 1972 Albion Clydesdale, FTC474J was new to 
Woodward Bodybuilders of Formby, Lancashire and in the company’s fleet for over 20 years. It was then in the Hunter Collection, until disposed of to SD 
Transport of Cottingham. 6: This 1965 Bedford TK with a Primrose third axle conversion, CEW 748C is a vehicle new to our area. It is now owned by Dave 
Wilcock of Easington, but ws new to a firm in Plymouth. It was carrying a 1941 Willys Jeep with a slatted grille at the rally. 7 : Warrington Corporation 
fleet number 27, EED 5 is a 1946 Leyland Titan PD1 with Leyland H30/26R bodywork. 8: PNH 77V is a 1980 Bedford TK flat truck, restored over a period 
of three years and in the livery of WAldon. This is the second restoration byAlwin Harrison, and was carrying the remains of a 1933 Ford 7V bought on 
eBay. Look forward to seeing it on a Trans Pennine Run... 9 : This 1939 Scammell 6 x4 Rigid 6 (R6) GGH252, was fitted with a drop side body, for the Post 
Office Stores Department, Birmingham. After use by a London firm for hauling surplus army clothes, it was operated by Hallett Silberman for Mallet 
Porter & Sons. Rescued from a breakers yard and restored back to the original specification, it was then damaged by fire, before a second restoration. A 
wonderful big and powerful vehicle. If it was a Dinky Toy it would be a Supertoy! 






















































Mike Gosling tells us his home town, Wymonham in Norfolk, finally has its own bus rally, with popular 
bus services running to and from Norwich. The Mid-Norfolk Railway was also in steam, with everything coming 

together to make a really good day. 



Above: Ex-North Western KDB 696, a Weymann B44F bodied LeyLand 
Tiger Cub PSUC1/1, built 1957, seen in Wymondham Market Place, 
ready to set off for Norwich. 


Above: Pulling in to the Castle Meadow stop in Norwich is ex- 
Lowestoft Corporation PBJ 2F, a 1967 LeyLand PD2/47, with Massey 
bodywork. 



Above: Having its blind changed at Castle Meadow, before returning 
to Wymondham, is Bristol FS5G/ECW, GNG 125C, restored in Eastern 
Counties NBC Poppy Red Livery. 


Above: This 1963 Jennings-bodied Commer, 751 BPW, once stationed 
by Norfolk Fire Brigade at Sandringham, seen outside the old Griffin 
Inn, attends many East Anglian rallies. 



1: Barry Fenn sent us some 
pictures of interesting 
vehicles seen on his 
travels. This Foden with 
an extended S20 cab 
was a one-off for a brake 
manufacturer’s test vehicle, 
which was at the Leigh Arms 
Steam Party, Acton Bridge, 
Cheshire, on 7th October. 

2 : This wartime Guy‘Vix- 
Ant’ DJW 426, in Dukes of 
Wolverhampton Livery is a 
rare and welcome sight at 
Onslow Park. 

3 : This 1953 LeyLand Comet 
dray, LDA 601, with a special 
cab, not seen for some time, 
was at the start of the Heart 
of Wales run in Shrewsbury. 

4 : Not seen before is this 
Ford D Series bulker, RDD 
905R, in Wynnstay & 
Montgomeryshire Farmers 
colours at Market Drayton 
Festival of Transport. 
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Showbus 


Keith Baldwin reports that at Showbus at Donington on 30th 
September, a very dull day greeted bus owners and enthusiasts, 
but a very good turn-out of vehicles helped to brighten the day. 
There was a good selection to enjoy, along with stalls to browse. 
Unfortunately, this is the last time the show will be held at 
Donington, which is a good central location. 



1: An unusual vehicle in preservation is this 1959 Bedford SB1,618 KRA, with flamboyant Yeates Europa coach body, in the Livery of Felix Bus 
Services of Stanley, near Ilkeston. 2: An instantly recognisable Livery from not so Long ago, WUG 127S is a Leyland Leopard, re-bodied in 1977 
by PLaxton to 7 ft 6 ins width, for Wallace Arnold’s tours around the Lanes on Dartmoor. 3 : Beautifully restored to its original condition is 1960 
Park Royal-bodied Routemaster, RM291,VLT 291.4: HWY 36 is a 1950 Leyland Titan PD2, with Leyland bodywork, restored as fleet no 18 of the 
Todmorden Joint Omnibus Committee Livery. 5 : This 1959 Leyland Atlantean, 766 EVT, fleet no L9766 of Potteries Motor Traction, is one of the 
early Lowheight rear-engined buses, with seats in a ‘Lowbridge’ Layout at the rear of the upper deck. 6: This 1972 Bristol RELL, with Eastern 
Coachworks coach body, TFM 267K, has been restored in NBC dual-purpose ‘Local coach’ Livery. 7 : A1980 Leyland Leopard, GSO 90V, in the 
attractive Livery used by Alexander Northern, with ‘Bluebird’ fleetname, as befits its coach seating. 8: This 1950 Leyland Comet with Duple coach 
body, MHU 765, in the Livery of its original operator Orient Coaches of Bristol, is a frequent sight at rallies across the country. 


60 January 19 


www.roadscene.com 























































Newbury 


Mike Forbes visited the Autumn Tractor World Show, at Newbury 
on 6-7th October, on the Sunday, when a good number of classic 
commercials were attending the 'drive in day'. Unfortunately, this could 
be the last of these shows just when the lorry element is developing. 



Above: New to me was this nicely restored Leyland Comet, with 
a high-side tipper body, 141 KHW, in the smart Livery of coal 
merchant, R B WedLake, of Felton, near Bristol. 



Above: A smart-looking example of the ex-AFS Thames 4D, LYR 
437, with a tarpaulin-covered ‘false Load’, no doubt cleverly 
concealing some living accommodation, next to the ex-Rosser 
AEC Mammoth Major eight-wheeler. 



Above: A1980 Ford Transit MKI dropside pick-up, TDP 621H, 
with the Later style cab, next to a customised Escort van and 
Volkswagen Caddy pick-up. 



Above: A good number of more modern classics appeared at 
Newbury, including this Volvo F88 and F10, Foden 4375 and 
Scania Topline. 



Above: Something of a rarity and in excellent condition, is NKN 
743W, a Late example of the pick-up based on the Commer 1500 
van, when it was badged as a Dodge‘Spacevan’. 



Above: The comparitively recent, but nevertheless rare Dodge G 
Series, E762 ANU, based on the Commer Commando, of D Aylward 
of Andover, next to the Dodge K Series tipper, YRR 779H, in 
Mellon Haulage Livery. 



Above: We once had milk delivered by the Co-op in one of these, 
a Morris-Commercial LC integral panel van, JOR 233 (Hampshire, 
1951), which had not strayed far from its Basingstoke area 
‘Village Stores’. 



Above: At the other end of the scale was this‘APE’three-wheeled 
pick-up, next to a Bedford M Series and a bus-bodied OB. 
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VINTAGE COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
CALEDAR 2019 

KELSEY MEDIA 

£ 7 . 99 , INCLUDING POSTAGE 

ORDER BYTELEPHONE: 01959 543747 

OR ONLINE: SHOP.KELSEY.CO.UK/VCVC19 

This large A3 format wire bound calendar, with a separate 
page for each month, is a must for your workshop, office 
or kitchen wall. As well as plenty of space to note your 
appointmens and rally dates, each month's page has 
one of Mike Jefferies' paintings of a classic vehicle in a 
different'roadscene', ranging from a snow-covered Shap 
to a Birmingham street, with all sorts in between. As 
advertised elsewhere in this issue, and both useful and 
attractive, this calendar would make an ideal gift for any 
classic lorry enthusiast. There is also a similar calendar 
available, featuring 12 pictures of classic tractors. 


BRITISH BUSES 1967 

BY JIM BLAKE 
PEN & SWORD BOOKS 
WWW.PEN-AND-SWORD.CO.UK 
ISBN: 9781 47382 717 2 

£25 (SEE PUBLISHER'S ADS FOR CURRENT DISCOUNT OFFER) 

This is not the first book to look at buses in 1967. This was 
something of a turning point, as the following year, the 
National Bus Company would absorb both Tilling and BET 
fleets, while the Passenger Transport Executives would swallow 
many municipal operators. The pictures here result from the 
author's travels around the country at the time. While he 
might be primarily a London Transport enthusiast, there are 
also plenty of views of buses from Hampshire to Lancashire 
and South Wales to East Anglia, including some interesting 
independents. There is also a colour section with 40 or so 
out of the total of over 220 pictures in the 158 pages of this hardback book. All have 
informative and interesting captions, which offer more than a flavour of the'PSV Scene'in 1967. 
Just right for any bus enthusiast who is also a 'child of the sixties'. 


AEC DOUBLE-DECKERS 

BY HOWARD BERRY 
ISBN: 97-1-4456-7759-0 
£14.99 

Put together by a well-known AEC enthusiast, like the previous 
title on AEC single-deckers, this covers vehicles from the 
mid-1950s to the end of AEC double-deckers in 1968. Within 
the 96 pages, there is the customary introduction, and four 
sections of pictures, showing 86 Regent Vs, 26 Routemasters, 
34 Bridgemasters and 42 Renowns, the two lowheight models, 
with informative captions. The pictures, mostly in colour, are a 
well-chosen selection, with different bodybuilders represented 


EASTERN COUNTIES - A NATIONAL 
BUS COMPANY 

BY PETER HORREX AND TIM MOORE 

ISBN: 978-1-4456-7961 -7 

£14.99 

Lots of Luvverly Lodekkas! I have to admit to a bias 
here, but I'd left East Anglia by the time NBC'Poppy 
Red'held sway, so this is nostalgia for something 
I missed. Of course, not all the buses and coaches 
here are red and there's a good cross-section of the 
types used by the company in the 1970s and early 
1980s, with all 180 or so pictures in colour, again 
with plenty of information in the captions from 
knowledgeable authors. 

___ J 





f 

THE ALBION MAGAZINE- 
OCTOBER 2018 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BYTHE ALBION 
CLUB, 7 JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, 
SCOTLAND, PART OF THE BIGGAR ALBION 
FOUNDATION. 



This latest issue of 
the club's magazine 
includes a report 
on the 45th Biggar 
Rally, where the 
marque was well- 
represented, plus 
the'Underfloor 
Engined Albion' 
event at Scorton, 
a most amusing 
1940s story from 
the Edinburgh Albion Service 
Depot, some great pictures from the Albion 
Archive, plus news of the club's members and 
vehicles, what's appeared in other magazines 
about Albions and more. Just the thing for 
anyone interested in Albions. 


We have received the usual dozen or so 
books from Amberley Publishing over the last 
couple of months, covering various aspects 
of transport interest, mostly buses from 
the past. They are all to the usual format, 

96 pages, with around 180 illustrations, of 
which the reproduction is mostly pretty 
good - perhaps the publisher has responded 
to criticism in the past. They represent 
good value at the price, more affordable 
than a larger format hardback would be. I'll 
comment briefly on those I think will most 
interest Vintage Roadscene readers and list 
the others. We mention a selection here... 



SOUTHWEST 
ENGLAND 
BUSES-1990 
TO 2005 

BY DAVID MOTH 
ISBN: 978-1-4456- 
8605-9 


EAST LONDON 
BUSES-1990S 

MALCOLM BATTEN 
ISBN: 978-1-4456- 
8039-2 


SCALEXTRIC 

COLLECTIBLES 

BYJONATHAN 
MOUNTFORD 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7909-9 
Just the thing for model 

collectors who like 
their cars to move. As 
the introduction says, 
collecting the rare items 
is a far cry from racing 
them around on the 
living room carpet... 



62 January 19 


www.roadscene.com 





































DONCASTER BUSES IN 
TRANSITION 

- BEFORE AND AFTER SYPTE 

BY KEITH W PLATT 
ISBN:978-1-4456-8300-3 
£14.99 



The photographs in this book, all 180 
in colour, show the buses of Doncaster 
Corporation Transport, before and after they 
were taken over in 1974 by South Yorkshire 
Passenger Transport Executive. They include 
several interesting vehicles, which sported 
the bodies taken from trolleybuses in the 
early 1960s, after Doncaster gave up electric 
traction. The book also covers the interesting 
independents which ran into the town, 

Felix Motors, T Severn & Sons, Blue Line and 
Reliance, which were also absorbed by the 
PTE by 1979. All the different liveries make for 
a colourful selection of pictures, of interest 
well beyond the local area. 




LONDON'S BUSES 

THE COLOURFUL ERA 198f-20C5 


£14.99 


HULL TROLLEYBUSES - 
THE FINAL DECADE 

BY MALCOLM WELLS AND PAUL MORFITT 

ISBN: 978-1 -4456-8229-7 

£14.99 


The 18 or so pictures in colour among the 180 in this 
book show what an attractive livery was used for Hull's 
buses, but the rest of the pictures are equally good and 
interesting, with some great street scenes, showing 
the operations up to the end in 1964, including the 
very modern-looking 'Coronation' dual-door vehicles, 
introduced at the start of the period covered. 


LONDON'S BUSES -THE COLOURFUL 
ERA 1985-2005 

BY MALCOLM BATTEN 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-8403-1 


MALCOLM BATTEN 



The title says it all: during this period, the many different 
operators running buses on London Regional Transport 
contracted routes used vehicles in a whole range of colours, 
rather than the red now again insisted upon. An interesting 
lesson in recent transport history. 


ROUTEMASTERS IN SCOTLAND - 
THE LATE 1980S 

BY DAVID CHRISTIE 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-8676-9 
£14.99 


Another colourful book, with pictures from the days when 
different Scottish operators competed using conductors to 
speed up services. Lots of Routemasters, the way many of us 
have never seen them. 



THE 

LEYLAND 

NATIONAL 



THE LEYLAND 
NATIONAL 

BY PETER HORREX AND 
ROBERT APPLETON 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7462-9 


Another book about 
just one type of vehicle, 
but in many different 
liveries. Love it or loath 
it, the National is now 
something of a historic 
vehicle, and this book 
shows just how many 
different types there 
were.The usual range of 
pictures with informative 
captions. 


STAGECOACH IN 
SCOTLAND 

-THE FIRST TWENTY 
YEARS 

BY KEITH JANKINSON 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7871 -9 
£14.99 

Many of us didn't like 
'the stripes'in their 
day, but time has lent a 
certain charm, and they 
replaced a mish-mash of 
colour schemes during 
the years the operator 
was busy establishing 
itself in the market. In 
the usual format, this is 
an informative look back, 
by a well-known and 
enthusiastic author. 




LOWLAND 
SCOTTISH BUSES 

BY DAVID DEVOY 

ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7466-7 

£14.99 

The Scottish Bus Group 
split off the Borders and 
East Lothian operations 
from the Eastern Scottish 
routes around Edinburgh, 
forming this company, 
based in Galashiels.This 
book looks at the vehicles 
used by the employee- 
owned company, 
including those taken 
over with Ian Glass of 
Haddington, during the 
independent years into 


the 1990s. 

Doing a similar job 
on some more recent 
history, with the usual 180 
pictures in 96 pages for 
£14.99, are:- 

AVELING 

& PORTER 


THE JOHN CRAWLEY COLLECTION 



AVELING & 
PORTER-THE 
JOHN CRAWLEY 
COLLECTION 

BY COLIN TYSON 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7841 -2 

A great selection of 
pictures of Aveling & 
Porter steam rollers, 
traction engines and 
a few steam wagons, 


from the photgraphic 
archives of an eminent 
early preservationist, put 
together by the editor of 
our fellow magazine, 'Old 
Glory'. 

SUSSEX 

TRANSPORT 

HERITAGE 

BY COLIN TYSON 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-8061 -3 

There's much of interest 
here, with road, rail, sea 
and even airtransport 
throughout the county, 
this is one for the 
enthusiast with wider- 
ranging interests. 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


FILLING THE GAPS 

It really is amazing how things turn out, 
as in my previous write up, in the August 
issue 225,1 finished off with a short 
piece regarding 'Arrow Bulk Carriers' 
and that it was my belief that Arrow 
was an independent company with the 
headquarters based in Hull, and that I 
never knew that they had other motors 
running out of Rochdale carrying Oldham 
registrations, as reported by Jack Raine, 

Issue 225. 

Then, shock of all shocks, while 
reading the story of'PX the Carriers' in 
the September issue 226,1 came across 
the paragraph (page 51) regarding the 
acquisition of W H Palmer (Bulk Liquids) 
and 'Arrow Bulk', with a depot at Hull for the 
UK-Europe route, with Calor now being the 
major player in specialist road transport 
tankers.This information for me fills in a big 
gap of lack of knowledge I have of some 
transport companies in my own town, but 
what is incredible is the excellent article by 
Peter Seaword on PX, which I read in issue 
226, long before my later letter requesting 
such info. That was weird but at least it 
proves never to miss an issue of VR and to 
read all the letters. 

There is a reason for this large gap in my 
knowledge of transport companies and 
that is, from 1977-1987,1 spent ten years 
employed as a full time night trunk driver 
for E Brown and Sons of Beverley and was 
on duty 11 hours a night, five nights a 
week. Being asleep during the day doesn't 
give one much scope to keep up with local 
changes within the transport sector. In fact, 
since retiring eight years ago I've learnt far 
more from my monthly issue of Vintage 
Roadscene than I ever knew during my ten 
year stint on night trunk. So thanks for that. 

Moving on, the article by Brian 
Stephenson 'London Lorries', street scene 
from the 1950s, again in issue 226, was a 
most fascinating read. But not unusual back 
then, as I mentioned in one of my articles 
a couple of years ago, many hauliers didn't 
have parking space for their own lorries. 
Many of them operated out of an office 
down a side street and wouldn't take you on 
unless you took the motor home, as I was to 
discover when I started in 1965. 


At the time, I was fortunate to live on 
a farm, and though I had withdrawn my 
services and working relationship with my 
father, the late Charlie Featherstone, who 
was farm foreman, as mentioned in issue 
225,1 was however still allowed to park my 
motors (artics) on the farm. 

Living eight miles west of Hull, I was 
quickly taken on by hauliers, as I was seen 
to be an asset to their running schedules. 
Unfortunately, this was only to be taken 
advantage of and I was expected to start 
work at two o'silly o'clock in the morning 
and to tip, back load and often be back in 
Hull at 8 o'clock the next morning. London 
was probably my most visited city in the 
1960s, and we would often park down side 
streets close to our delivery or collection 
points and within walking distance of our 
digs and a local pub, but this would be the 
same for any town or city back then, and 
many night trunk drivers would have had 
their lorries parked up outside their homes 
by the day shunters after loading. 

Brian's photo of J&H Transport Services 
of Peckham brought back great memories, 
as J&H had close connections with Hull, 
having a base there. A good friend of mine 
drove for J&H and, if my memory serves me 
correctly, his motor was an LAD-cabbed 
Leyland Comet. I do remember him telling 
me that a lot of his work involved loading 
trailers on the docks ready for the Peckham 
lads coming up, although I don't think they 
actually ran a night trunk. I stand corrected 
if I am wrong, but it was over 50 years 
ago. What I cannot forget, though, is fond 
memories of being sat inside the J&H rest 
room, or outside on a wonky chair on a hot 
day, drinking endless mugs of near black 
tea, while waiting a back load for the North. 

One of the more popular places to stay 
overnight, if one didn't fancy a side street 
and being in the wrong area, was Taylor's 
transport digs, down Old Kent Road SE15, 
and heading east, just short of Taylor's, 
somewhere around Devon Street, I seem 
to recall was a London Borough lorry and 
bus coach park, free of charge. Taylor's was 
amazing for its time. Drivers had to wash, 
shave and change their clothes before 
dinner, which was always an excellent meal. 
"Are you going to eat it or climb it"springs 


to mind. Breakfast was never before 7.00 
am. Of course, you expected a down side, 
and that was having to plan ahead, ring 
and book early, preferably the day before, 
to ensure you secured a room. After dinner, 
two or three of us would walk down the Old 
Kent Road to a large pub on the opposite 
side. It was a huge place, with evening 
entertainment offering comedy, singing 
or strip night. The name escapes me, but it 
could have quite easily have been called the 
Devonshire Arms, it being so close to Devon 
Street. 

Sometimes it really is a strain trying to 
fill in all the blank spaces in one's life. It 
happens to millions of us for whatever 
reason. It's like the'end of life'cycle. I want 
to know what I've done, where and when? 
Maybe we should stop trying to live in the 
past and just look forward. Imagine no old 
lorries, cars and buses. No more road runs 
to worry about, and no more days polishing 
and shining our lovable'toys', just to sit in 
the sun or rain, all day, weather permitting. 
Probably have a lot fatter wallet too. 

Is this a sensible view? No! I thought not. 
More like a boring life, although the fatter 
wallet would come in handy. Meanwhile, 

I will continue to try and fill the gaps, 
especially from 1977 tol 987, during which 
time many changes took place within the 
transport sector. 

So, when I returned to long distance 
container work, having been taken on by 
'Russell Davies', I could not believe the 
changes, not just in legislation, which I was 
mostly aware of, but the hauliers that had 
disappeared. Many drivers were no longer 
around. Many roads around large towns and 
cities had changed and huge new industrial 
estates and business parks had shot up 
everywhere. But, as they say, that's progress. 

I just didn't see it happening but I will never 
regret the ten years I spent'in the dark'as a 
trunker. 

By the time you read this, if you haven't 
already tired of my ramblings that is, my 
wife and I will have returned from our 
annual drive to the Costa Blanca. With a bit 
of luck we may bring back a back load of 
hot sun in which to enjoy more days out at 
shows across the UK. 

Brian Featherstone, Hull 


MORNING STAR 

Huw Jones called to say the picture of Bernard Cole's 
White-Ruxtall'Morning Star' on page 51 of the December 
issue of Vintage Roadscene was taken in August 1969 
at Christchurch Quay, Hampshire, according to the 
Olyslager Auto Library'Fairground and Circus Transport', 
published by Warne. 
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ANOTHER BREWERY 
SCENE 

As a follow-up to 'Those Were 
The Drays', Ian Pirie has sent us a 
fabulous picture of the fleet of drays 
of Warwicks Brewery, in Newark on 
Trent, Nottinghamshire. From the 
right, there are 11 Morris FF or FH and 
one FE, three Leyland Comets, three 
Foden FGs and two DGs. We looked at 
this brewery's lorries in a'Scenes Past' 
feature a while back. It was a most 
interesting fleet and it's great to see 
them in colour like this. 



THAT SCAMMELL 



With regard to the letter and photographs 
submitted by Tony Flarbott in the December 
2018 issue of Vintage Roadscene, I should 
like to comment on some of the vehicles 
depicted. The ex-Crow Carrying Co Ltd 1956 
Scammell Flighwayman, 4489 HK, which 
looked to be in a sorry state while in Tony 
Buckley's breakers yard, was thankfully 
rescued and restored in Crow's livery. 

I have photographed this Scammell 
on several occassions, firstly in 1991 at 
the Great Dorset Steam Fair, while in the 
ownership of David Walker, having been 
fitted with a small ballast box, and lastly 
at the Rushden rally in 2017. However, I 
enclose a photograph of the Scammell, 
complete with tanker trailer, taken at 
the Great Dorset Steam Fair while in the 
ownership of Mr A Kenward in 2000. 

The Scammell Highwayman BGO 203, 
which I believe is an ex-Shell-Mex vehicle, 
as were at least a further 20 others that 
entered showland, was used by Elias Harris, 
together with his son Anthony in their 
fairground business until the mid-1970s. 

The Harris family were related to the famous 
showman Pat Collins, and almost certainly 
the LV-cabbed ERF eight-wheeler chassis- 
cab depicted also came from the same 
family. Incidentally Anthony Harris and his 
sons operate under the Pat Collins banner 
today. 

The photograph of the Bedford QL 
included with Philip Gropazzi's letter in 
the same issue brought back memories 
to me. Back in the 1960s, I worked as a 
tractor driver on the home farms of a large 
agricultural estate in South Warwickshire. 

As well as a fleet of County and Massey 
Ferguson tractors, we also ran an ex-army 
Bedford QL, which had been purchased at 
a military dispersal sale. To begin with we 
used the QL in its original form, complete 


with the canvas-covered General Service 
body, which we used to fill with sacks of 
seed corn and fertiliser, all hand-balled on! 
The lorry was then driven to the field in 
order to service the seed drills and fertiliser 
spreaders. (If I remember rightly, we were 
allowed to drive the lorry up to six miles 
a week on public roads between farms, 
without paying road tax.) I have attached 
a poor quality photograph of myself filling 
the fertiliser spreader from the tailboard of 
the QL. 

Eventually, the seed corn and fertiliser was 
delivered to the farm in 1 cwt sacks stacked 
on 1 ton pallets, which we handled with a 
Cameron Gardner fork-lift attachment fitted 
to the rear of a tractor. This necessitated 
a change of plan regarding delivering the 
palleted seed and fertiliser to the field, 
hence we removed the canvas cover and 
steel sides from the QL, thus enabling us to 
load the pallets directly onto the back of the 
lorry with the forklift, saving a good deal of 
hand-balling. 

There was room for six 1 ton pallets on the 
lorry bed, which was enough for a decent 
day's corn planting or fertiliser spreading. 
Obviously this was double the nominal 


I--I 

carrying capacity of a 3-ton Bedford QL, 
but the old girl coped admirably with this 
in four wheel drive mode for a number 
of years, until one year I was traversing a 
ploughed field with 6 tons on board, when 
there was an almighty bang, as the front 
differential disintegrated, obviously thanks 
to the overloading! 

One of the farm lads was the son of the 
Farm Machinery Lecturer at what was at 
that time the Warwickshire Farm Institute, 
consequently he was given the job of 
repairing the old Bedford, but I believe it 
was eventually scrapped. 

Dick Furniss, via e-mail 
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EARLS COURT 


I have been extremely interested in the articles regarding the Earls 
Court commercial motor shows, highlighting the'golden years'of 
British manufacturing, as I attended five of these between 1964-1972. 
It was mouth-watering to see the sheer range of British commercial 
vehicle builders and spotless tipper trucks arranged around the great 
hall. I collected as many brochures as I could carry and still have most 
of them to this day. I find it far more revealing reading the articles of 
the period regarding newly-announced vehicles than present day 
publications with their benefit of hindsight. 

I was lucky enough to be present on 30th September 2014, 
when the four prototype Routemasters arranged themselves on 
the forecourt of Earls Court Exhibition Hall. This was to mark two 
very special events; the 60th anniversary of Routemaster number 
1 appearing for the first time to the public at the 1954 show and, 
secondly, to pay tribute to the famous hall which was sadly to be 
demolished a few weeks later. Although there had been campaigns 
from various groups to keep the world famous hall from succumbing 
to yet another retail park, London's mayor gave his approval to the 



redevelopment of the site. 

I attach pictures of the event as this happened, around 17.00, 
with very few people in attendance, resulting perhaps in a lack of a 
justifiable recording of this sad line up. Looking forward to the next 
'Roadscene', 

Peter Esposito, via e-mail 



EASIDISPOSE 

Another excellent read, as always, in the 
November issue. I was surprised and enjoyed 
the article on London Brick Easidispose.This 
side of London Brick may be less known to 
most outside Bedfordshire. I can remember 
these green lorries going on their daily 
business on the roads of Bedfordshire, mainly 
Leyland, but Foden and Albion featured, but 
no Volvo as I remember. 

The main red fleet was mainly AEC, with 
some Leyland and Albion, until the early 
1970s, when the Volvo F86 Self-stack six¬ 
wheeled lorries arrived, with their third 
axle, which could be lifted off the road 
when empty. Self-stack made loading and 
unloading easier than hand-loading or at the 
start when tippers where used. This stopped 
when too many bricks were being broken. 
Later, Foden and Seddon Atkinson 301 joined 
Volvo FL6 and 10. 

Stewartby was named Wootton Pilinge, 
until Sir Malcolm Stewart built the village 
for the workers and re-named it Stewartby. 
London Brick was one of the largest 
employers in Bedfordshire and Stewartby 
was a self-contained village, with a large 
number of Italian workers coming over after 
the war, to fill a high demand and the nearby 
town of Bedford still has a large Italian 
population. 

Little-known is that London Brick had 


a large bus fleet, with timetables, to take 
the many workers to and from work. All 
had been used before and all were AEC 
single and double-deck Regent and Regal. 

If memory serves me right, there was one 
Bristol K6A and a Maudsley. Nice to see some 
photographs, can anyone help? 

Not only were the many red and then green 
lorries very familiar, but on the other side of 
the valley, in Ridgmont and Brogborough 
were the orange lorries of The Marston 
Valley Brick Company. I remember these on 
the roads of Bedfordshire; Albion, Leyland 
and ERF with, I believe, some Bedfords were 
used. I have not seen many pictures of these 
lorries either - can anyone help? 

London Brick took over Marston Valley 
Brickworks, as well as Eastwoods. The 
brickworks were at Bletchley, Ridgmont, 
Kempston Hardwick and Lidlington, plus 
works in Cambridgeshire. 

All worked well, until the Hanson takeover, 
and the usual asset-stripping, with Stewartby 
brickworks empty and derelict. The last 
chimney is going to come down and another 
part of our history wrecked. It is ironic that 
new houses will be built on this site with 
bricks being brought in. 

Local independent hauliers also made a 
living from the brickworks and it was good 
see one them in your preservation pages, 
the E H Lobb Commer. I lived in the same 


road, Clophill Road, Maulden, Bedfordshire, 
and remember these green lorries of Edwin 
Headley Lobb and the man himself. E H Lobb 
had mainly Commer lorries, built in nearly 
Dunstable, with market garden and brick 
work. 

Later in the 1970s, Spanish-built Dodges 
were used on container work. Lobb's yard 
is now used by Shorey Travel, with buses 
on local school work, Leyland and Volvo 
Olympians, but they did run ex-London DMS 
and Metrobuses. Shorey took me and others 
to school in the 1970s, using ex-East Kent 
AEC Reliance-Park Royal coaches. 

The only brick haulage firm left in Maulden 
is P D Izzard, which had a small AEC fleet: 
now all-Volvo, in brown and cream. The 
company used to pull bricks out of Bletchley 
works until its closure. P D Izzard now 
delivers breezeblocks for Marshals of Sandy. 
Thank you for a great magazine and a good 
mix of all road transport covered. 

Ian Wigley, Ampthill, Bedfordshire 

We'll see what we can do about the London 
Brick Co buses and Marston Valley lorries - 
I'm sure you're not the only reader who would 
like to see them.... The influx of Italian brick 
workers to Bedford and its surroundings is 
also mentioned in our 'On The Buses' special, 
in a look at the United Counties services and 
vehicles in the town. 
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ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE 



SELLING LORRIES 

-THE EARLY 1950s 


D VINTAGE 17 

KoadscenL 


ON SALE NOW! 

SELLING LORRIES - THE EARLY 1950s 

A superb collection of period advertisements placed by vehicle manufacturers, 
dealers, body-builders and parts suppliers of the time. At a superficial level, these 
adverts have a charm of their own, with all sorts of period design features to enjoy. 
Each advert has a detailed caption written by expert researcher and compiler, 
Malcolm Bates. 

The Road Haulage Archive is published every two months and contains 100 pages 
packed full of nostalgic photos and detailed information from the archives. 

You can buy individual copies at WH Smith and other high street retailers, order 
single copies, including back issues, from the publisher, or take out a regular 
subscription and save 10% on the shop price. 

BACK ISSUES - the following issues are still in stock - 
others are sold out SORRY. 

(for more detail on content see descriptions on website) 


Issue 7 Red Van, Green Van (Post Office). £6.50 

Issue 8 Heavy Haulage. £6.50 

Issue 9 The Rare Ones (lesser known makes). £6.50 

Issue 10 Lifetime with Lorries. £6.50 

Issue 11 Tanks for Everything (road tankers). £6.50 

Issue 12 Circus Transport. £6.50 

Issue 13 The Light Brigade (vans & pick-ups). £7.95 


Issue 14 Tipping the Balance (tipper lorries). £7.95 

Issue 15 Through Irish Eyes (Irish RT). £7.95 

Issue 16 Timewarp Transport (Malta). £7.95 

Issue 17 Body Language (CV bodywork). £7.95 

Issue 18 Well-Known Names. £7.95 

Issue 19 Loaded! (classic loads). £7.95 

Issue 20 Parcels, Polish & Pipes (driver reminiscences). £7.95 


All prices include postage & packaging to addresses in the UK, see foot of page for overseas price information 




CIRCUS TRANSPORT 

LORRIESTHATTRAVELLED WITH THE BIG TOP 


SAVE OVER 16% WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE! 

6 issues per year for £39.99, post & packaging included, 
saving over 16% on the price in the shops 

You can order any of the above by going on line or by 
telephoning our customer services department; 

U 0N LINE 

/ Current Issue and Back Issues go to 

.• http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/category/B00K/HC 

To subscribe go to http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/suboffer/rhas 
TELEPHONE (in all cases) 

\ 3t£ Call: 01959 543 747 - lines are open Mon-Fri 
. 8.00am-6.00pm 

For overseas rates and prices please go to 

http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/promotion/overseas 
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SENTINEL DRAY 

I am enjoying the series on brewery drays In Vintage Roadscene. 

I own GWW 190, A 1947 Sentinel DV 4/4 bulk tipper. The lorry 
started life on 1 st January 1948, as a platform dray wagon with John 
Smiths Tadcaster brewery, fleet No 229. The original platform was 
converted into a bulk tipper in 1957 and has 
remained unchanged. I rescued the lorry in 
derelict condition in 2009 and have restored it 
to the condition you see today. 

I was very lucky to receive a photo of my 
lorry when it was new from Neil Matlock. 

Luckily it was the front one of three Sentinels 
posing for the photo. John Smiths ran several 
Sentinels, although mine is the only one to 


survive in running condition. The lorry is 
seen in January 1948 and as it is today. The 
third photo shows Sentinels lined up at 
Tadcaster around 1956, while the last photo 
is of a very poorly ex-John Smiths Sentinel, 
Fleet No 264. 

Stephen Peek, via e-mail 


THE YORK KENWORTH 

Regarding Rob Hands letter in issue 225 about 
the YorkTrailers Kenworth, I can shed some light 
(actually a very bright light) on that particular 
truck. This was a K921 model, which was built in 
Canada.The K900 Series used a (W)900 series 
chassis, with the bolted-on drop front chassis 
section and a modified-to-suit K series cab.The 
US-built K100 series, whilst outwardly similar, 
used a straight chassis rail from front to back. The 
K900 Series was built at Burnaby, Canada and, 
as far as I can find out, were only available there 
with just six going to New Zealand. 

In issue 224, the top right photo on page 26 
shows a K900 series (green coloured truck) 
whilst the photo to its lower left is the more 
common K100 series (Blue coloured truck). 

The main differences on the outside were the 
different lower corner panels, which housed 
the headlights and were somewhat of a throw¬ 
back to the very early 500/800 series cab-over 
Kenworths; the large access panel on front 
corner in front of the driver, for access to the air 
valves and electrical panel on the K900 series, 


which the K100 series never had; the very low 
position of the indicators (turn signals); and 
the use of the W900 series grille, which had the 
upper section which tilted down to access the 
radiator filler (the K100 grille used the Kenworth 
badge which lifted up to access the radiator cap). 

The York K921 Kenworth was chassis number 
85167 (Canada used the 80,000 series of chassis 
numbers while the US used 100,000 and 200,000 
series numbers at this stage, with Australia using 
the 400,000 series of numbers) and was later 
imported into New Zealand, where its rear end 
was replaced with a tandem from an ex-military 
VF Series International truck and purchased 
by Mike Uhlenberg (see attached photos with 
thanks to David Uhlenberg) which one could say 
would have made it a K923 model. 

A quick guide to the Kenworth model 
designations may be necessary here, this will 
cover the basic cab over and conventional 
models and is by no means a full list of models: 
K= High cab over 
W = Long bonneted conventional 
First number 

1 = Straight chassis rail 

9 = Bolted drop front chassis section 
Second number 

2 = Single front axle 
4 = Twin front axles 
Third number 

1 = Single axle 4x2 configuration 

2 = Tandem lazy/tag axle but single-drive 6x2 
configuration 


3 = Lightweight suspension under 40,OOOIbs 
rating 

4 = Heavy weight suspension over 40,OOOIbs 
rating 

5 = Kenworth's own torsion-bar suspension 
Of the other five K900 series Kenworths 

supplied to New Zealand, the first, a 1965 K923, 
went to G V Geany; the second, another 1965 
K925 to Mike Lambert; third and fourth, both 
1971 K921 s, went to Refrigerated Freight Lines; 
and the last, another 1971 K923, went to C 
Bridgemann. 

As far as where the UK Kenworths came from, 

I would imagine that with Canada building 
RHD trucks much closer, and earlier, to the UK 
than Australia, it would have been a simple 
case of shipping them across the Atlantic rather 
that from halfway around the world, besides 
Australia didn't start building trucks here until 
March 1971, although we had built up imported 
Kenworths from the Seattle, USA, plant since 
1962. 

I hope this helps clear up a few of the questions 
about this truck, and indeed the whole K900 
series. 

Darren'Werkhorse' Hingston, Launceston, 
Tasmania, Australia 
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HISTORIC COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SOCIETY^ 5 



Interested in joining? 
Contact our friendly 
Membership Secretary 
Diane Taylor 


Take a look at our website 

www.hcvs.co.uk 


Membership also gives an 
opportunity to take part in 
our celebrated annual 
LONDON to BRIGHTON RUN 

to be held on Sunday 
12 th May 2019 plus 
other HCVS organised 
events throughout |the 
country 


Tele No 

01342 894564 


e-mail 

info@hcvs.co.uk 


Registered as a 
Charity No.271123 


Our members' vehicle insurance scheme is one of the best and 
vehicle recovery for all sizes of vehicle is included at no extra cost 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE: NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN11 2DT 
eMail: info@na3t.org Phone: Bob 01903 235167 

Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 



CPA Services Ltd 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 
Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 
oil cooking and water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax:(01476)579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 
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CLASSIC SPAMS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: ian<s>classic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


To Advertise in 
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Please call Talk Media 
Sales on 01732 445325 
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POST CARD VIEWS 

The first two post card pictures depict 
vehicles operated by Maw of London, 
which incorporated the Meritor brand 
of chemist's sundries. The larger van is a 
Morris-Commercial, DMD 504 (Middlesex, 

1935-36), and the smaller vehicle a 1 ton 
van, FMY 986 (Middlesex,1937), from the 
same manufacturer. The vehicles appear to 
be in differing liveries, and were probably 
photographed in early life outside the Maw 
office block. 

The company's origins go back to the 
1820s, when it traded from Aldersgate 
Street, East London, and subsequently 
moved to Monken Hadley, Barnet in 1940. 
The comprehensive list of the company's 
activities which appear on the van sides 
include shopfitting. Maw and Meritor 
products can still be found on eBay. I have 
been unable to find out what happened 
to the company, and if the building in the 



V 


background still exists and, if it does, is it in 
Monken Hadley? 

The third post card picture illustrates a Talbot- 
Serpollet van owned by Serpell's Biscuits of 
Reading.The registration number is DP 4533 
(Reading), with an estimated date of early 
1920s. The first DP registration letters were 
issued in December 1903, and the replacing RD 
characters beginning in September 1928.The 



vehicle has solid rear tyres, roof guard rails to 
store empty boxes, and carries Fleet No 9. 

Does any reader know the history of the 
Talbot-Serpollet relationship, with the latter 
named a French company specialising in 
steam driven cars? Although Huntley and 
Palmer was the main biscuit manufacturer in 
Reading, the lesser-known Serpell products 
were produced in its factory in South St. 

The company seems to have disappeared 
in the late 1940s/early 1950s, although its 
biscuit tins can still be purchased on eBay. 

The company's origins lay in Cornwall, 
where Henry Oberlin Serpell developed a 
biscuit manufacturing business in Plymouth 
before subsequently moving to Reading; he 
eventually became High Sheriff of Surrey. 

Colin Barker, Wilby, Suffolk. 

_ J 


THOSE WERE THE DRAYS 

Those Were The Drays in Issue 228 of Vintage Roadscene was fantastic. I say this because of 
the Page & Overton Albion on page 15. As you say Hoare & Co, of East Smithfield acquired 
Page & Overton in 1929. Hoare & Co had also acquired Crowleys Croydon Brewery in the 
High Street in 1919. On purchasing Page & Overton, Hoare & Co closed Crowleys Brewery 
and transferred all its pubs to Page & Overton. Charringtons Brewery of Mile End acquired 
Hoare & Co and Page & Overton in 1933. 

Nathaniel Page had been the Head Brewer at Watneys Stag Brewery in Pimlico before 
joining Henry Overton in Croydon. Although they stopped brewing in 1954, the Page & 
Overton brewery remained open until around 1970, being let out to small businesses. The 
Royal Mail rented part of the brewery in the 1960s, while the new sorting office at East 
Croydon was being built. It was the first sorting office in Britain to have automatic sorting. 

I remember the Black Eagle Brewery in Westerham mentioned on page 11, it wasn't all 
that big. Westerham is a timeless place and it has hardly changed during my lifetime. It has 
lost its brewery, its gasworks and its railway station, but apart from that it remains almost 
unchanged. Charringtons Brewery also owned a bottling plant in the Thornton Heath 
district of Croydon, which remained open throughout the 1960s. They ran Austin WEK 100 
lorries with two or three man crews. It was a busy place. 

The famous Toby Ale was originally brewed by Hoare & Co, and passed to Charringtons in 
1933, when they acquired Hoare & Co. The letters from Dave Harding and Peter Esposito, 
showing the former Thomas Tilling bus garage in Victory Place, were also very interesting. 

H Daulby, Croydon 


THANKS 

A short note to thank you for another very good issue. I particularly liked the Christmas ghost story, you 
used to get them in the Autocar and the Motor at Christmas. Good twist in that one. The obituaries that 
Vintage Lorry Funerals contribute are always interesting. The Vans feature had some great pictures too. 

Quentin Gallagher, Horndean 


WARM LEYLAND 
NATIONAL? 

I enjoyed reading David Lloyd's 
Christmas Ghost Story, but found one 
comment totally unbelievable; the 
sentence that started: "Despite the 
warm cab heater..." 

I drove Crosville Nationals for many 
years and cannot remember one that 
was warm. From memory, the early 
ones did not have a cab heater, just the 
vents in the roof that were supposed to 
blast out warm air. This did not happen. 

Drivers, myself included took to 
wearing long johns, Benny hats (Benny 
from Crossroads) and donkey jackets. 
The Company, to its credit, did try to 
improve matters, by fitting pieces of 
rainwater down pipe from the roof 
heating vents to the cab floor. They 
even drilled a hole in the bottom of the 
pipe for the heat to spread over the 
driver's feet. All to no avail... 

How things change, I was riding in an 
Optare Solo last week, it was like sitting 
in a mobile sauna. 

Ray Simmonds, 
Mold, Flintshire. 
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HALL & CO 

Last night looking through a 
1962 book on plant used by 
the military, I saw this image. 

The main interest here is the 
Blaw Knox bins and plant, but it 
was clearly taken at a Hall & Co 
premises, so might be useful to 
add to the on going discussions 
in the letter pages. 

I also found a couple of 
interesting adverts from 
Brockhouse and Thompson 
Bros, at the time of the 1935 
commercial show at Olympia. 

Les Freathy, via-e-mail 



hatever your Trailer 
quirements, you will 
nd them in the 
rockhouse range 

THE BULLDOG • KWIKFIKS" 
Articulated Attachments 

. THE “PULLMORE" 

Articulated Attachments 

r TRAILERS-“GIBSON" from 
' .no 12cwts. "BROCKHOUSE" 
—4-wheekrs from 1 to 20 Tons 

l. 4-WHEEL TRAILERS. 

with independent Torsion Bar 
Springing (Straussler Patents) 





for Tankers 

for all liquids, 
for all purposes, 
and all climatic 
conditions 

tntrust your orders for Tankers with 
p largest makers in this country. 

OLYMPIA, STAND 41 

BROS (BiLSTON) ltd. 
RADLEY ENGINEERING WORKS 
BILSTON, STAFFS. 



GUINNESS IN BRISTOL 

Picture 2 on page 43 of the August 
issue was, in actual fact, taken at Bristol 
City Docks, at the Guinness shed, with 
behind it what is now M Shed museum, 
formerly the Industrial Museum. 

The Bristol shipyard, William Hill, built 
the Miranda Guinness, the last ship to 
be built in the city by them and now 
scrapped, to ferry the 'black stuff' across 
the Irish Sea to Bristol, among other 
ports. It was then stored in the shed 
which the AEC eight-wheeler is parked 
in front of, which now has a large 
murual painted on its walls on honour 
of its former use. Hope this clears up 
this mystery. 

Warwick Hulme, Bristol 
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NOTTINGHAM TROLLEYBUSES 

I would like to say how much I enjoyed 
David Watts's letter in your last issue, vividly 
describing his childhood memories of living 
in Nottingham in the 1940s He described 
the Wilford Road trolleybus terminus, and 
referred to three types of vehicle he travelled 
on. Attached are photographs depicting each 
type of vehicle. 

The first Is Ransomes Sims and Jefferies 
42 from 1931/32, fitted with a Brush body, 
waiting at the Wilford Road terminus before 
departing across town to Wells Road. Trolley 
wheels are fitted for current collection but, 
from 1940, these were changed to carbon 


insert skates, in order to reduce flashing that 
may have been seen from enemy aircraft. 

Seen at the same location is utility Karrier 
W 442 from 1943, fitted with Weymann 
bodywork originally delivered with wooden 
slatted seats. Carbon insert skates are now 
being used for current collection, and the 
overhead wiring and fittings have been 
replaced with more modern equipment, 
compared with that seen in the previous 
picture. 

Nottingham purchased five single-deck 
Guy trolleybuses from Hastings Tramways in 
1941/42, and 306 is seen here in Middleton 
Boulevard, complete with wartime masked 



headlights and white painted areas to help 
in the blackout. The end of the trolley booms 
have been angled to allow the use of the 
same carbon insert skates used for double 
deck vehicles. With the wartime decline in 
holiday traffic, Hastings also sold five of these 
trolleybuses to both Derby Corporation and 
Mexborough and Swinton Traction to help 
with the increased wartime patronage in 
these industrial areas. 

Colin Barker, Wilby, Suffolk 
(Pictures: 42-CP Klapper/Omnibus Society; 442 
and 306 -GH F Atkins/S J Butler collection.) 



NEXT MONTH... 

SWIFT SERVICE 

EX-FAIRGROUND 
ATKINSONSIN 
PRESERVATION 


CONTRACTORS’ BUSES 


A1980S ELECTRIC 
DISPLAY 


MONTY HEVER - THE 
POST-WAR STORY 

MORE WELL-KNOWN 
NAMES 


PLUS ALL THE USUAL FEATURES... 

FEBRUARY 2019 ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY, JANUARY 18TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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I THE CAPE 
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‘rEGAL RUMOUR: BY 
ROYAL APPOINTMENT 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


ISSUES 


FOR JUST 


Save 61 % **on the shop price Free delivery direct to your door Never miss an issue 


3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 
1 ONLINE 

X shop.kelsey.co.uk/ctk345 


POST 

Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
CLassic Truck, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 
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in 

Dave Allen’s l 

1 . memories 
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S WATERFORD MOTOR SHOW 
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ARRIERS CONTINENTAL CLASSICS 


3 CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
01959 543 747 S. n i m+Q nffor nnrlo f'T 


& quote offer code CTK345 


Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 


*PLEASE NOTE: 3 issues for £5 offer is a Direct Debit, UK subscription offer only. You can cancel at any time in writing in the first three months 
and £5 will be your only commitment. If you do NOT cancel in that time, a regular payment will continue at £22.10 still saving 20%, taken via 
direct debit from your bank every 6 months. **61 % discount calculated on your first 3 issues. O 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Postcode 

Daytime phone.Mobile ... 

Email. 


0YES! Please send me the next 3 issues of Classic Truck for just £5. 

After 3 issues I understand that my subscription will continue at the low rate of just £22.10 
every 6 months, saving *20% on the shop price - unless I write to tell you otherwise. 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 
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W e might imagine that 
the pictures we use 
in Vintage Roadscene 
and the Road Haulage 
Archive series were taken 
for everybody's enjoyment, either by lorry 
enthusiasts back at the time they were new, 
or for use in the trade magazines of the time. 
This is true of many, but not all were to be 
seen gracing the editorial pages. 


Many didn't actually make it. Out of a series 
of eight or ten different views of a vehicle 
to be found in the 'Stilltime' Collection, for 
example, perhaps only two or three might 
make it into print, even when they were to 
accompany a road test in Commercial Motor 
or similar magazine. 

Our latest Road Haulage Archive issue 
shows that many were used by the vehicle 
distributors to show potential customer's 
lorries in other operators' liveries. "If he's 
using our lorries, why don't you give them a 
try..." 

However, one of the most interesting uses 
of these pictures - which is most likely to 
result in a muttered:"Aha, I've seen that 
before..." or "I know where that came from..."- 
is when we see them used in advertisements. 
Sometimes they are a bit difficult to 
recognise, as the background is often 'cut 
out', but it certainly adds an extra element, 
when we're looking through old magazines 
and other publications, to check on the 
background to the pictures we bring you. 

Some pictures are instantly recognisable, 
as they have been used, sometimes several 
times, in various books and magazines for 
enthusiasts over the years, but it certainly 
adds something when you can see what they 
were used for originally. The next question, 
of course, is whether the photographs were 
taken specifically for use in the adverts, or 
whether a picture taken as a record of the 



sale, or for other reasons, has been pressed 
into service. It's questions like this which 
keep us researching and keeps alive the 
interest in the history of the lorries we love... 

The first picture we recognise here is the 
AEC Mammoth Major MkV in the London 
Brick company fleet, with its cab built by 
RTS, Road Transport Services of Hackney, 
complete with those trademark, rear-hinged 
'suicide'doors. It looks as if RTS might have 
built the cage-sided body as well. Now 
we've got to find that picture of the Tate & 
Lyle Bedford TK box van, which didn't come 


3 COMMERCIAL MOTOR September 25 1064 (Supplement) J2I 

Gentlemen, 

what are the 

of the body you desire* 




* Irrespective of size or shape, may we please quote 

We offer the best In commercial vehicle body building and design 
combined with that almost elusive feature,—Q U A L I T Y 

EFRIGERftTEP 

Dippers, trucks, television units 

Shops, security and specialised bodies of all types 

COMPOSITE FIBRE GLASS 

DAD TRANSPORT SERVICES (HACKNEY LTD) 

IrflW! Road. Hackne>. London. E.l London and Essex Clissold M2l'b & Rayleigh. Essex 77S 


74 Janaury19 


www.roadscene.com 


























































to iight when we put together the RHA 
'bookazine'on that company... 

When we used the picture of the Seddon 
artic unit in a 'Well-known Users'section 
of the first RHA issue on Seddon vehicles, I 
suppose we might have guessed that the 
lorry manufacturer might have referred 
potential customers to one of its major fleet 
users over the years, as it has in the advert 
seen here. Again, we'll be looking out for 
the picture of the Seddon used with a low- 
loader by Moulding Brothers'of Lymm. 

More recently, we've used the picture of 


the Leyland Super Beaver tipper, with its 
body and tipping Gear from Pilot Works. 

The company was a regular advertiser, using 
pictures like this one, also distributed to 
lorry dealers to show potential customers, 
or pictures of operators' recent purchases, to 
show examples of the range on offer. 

Even today, you can see pictures of modern 
lorries in adverts in the trade press, in much 
the same way. Perhaps in years to come, 
there will be enthusiasts like us who will 


Pilot bodies and 
tipping gear for 
all chassis 


This Leyland Super 
Beaver has a 12ft. 6 in. 
wheelbase and is filled 
with special Pilot U.5 tip- 
ping gear. The steel dumper 
body has a detachable canopy 
and is lift. 9 in. long \ 7 ft. 
10 in. wide, with 24 in. fixed 
sides. Capacity is approximately 
6 cu. yd. and there Is 6 in. radius 
on both sides and the loading board. 


be enjoying finding and identifying these 
pictures in their own nostalgia magazines... 


RELIABILITY AND SERVICE 


PILOT WORKS LTD. „ k como«at.no m. towxaos » sons, 

MANCHESTER ROAD. BOLTON. LANCASHIRE - Teltphim: BOLTON SSISftU 










































CAN'T FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR? VISIT OUR WEBSITE WHERE YOU CAN SEARCH OUR ONLINE 
DATABASE OF MILLIONS OF NUMBER PLATES WITH PRICES OR GIVE US A CALL, ALWAYS HAPPY TO HELP. 

motormarks.co.uk 


53 AA 
487 AAA 
592 AAE 
H15AAJ 
AAN 2G 
EE15AAN 
AAW333 
ABB 364M 
S333ABC 
S777ABC 
ABF 10 
B741 ABH 
A824 GAL 
AB18GAL 
804 ABK 
24 BLE 
ABO 77T 
AB07TTS 
AB07TTT 
Ml 00 ABS 
477 ABU 
G570 ABU 
ABW 308C 
8169 AC 
ACC 894A 
ACC 967A 
98ACJ 
ACR 76V 
LAC 70N 
AAC70N 
KAC70N 
J17ACY 
14DDO 
CH03ADE 
ADL112X 
SA11 ADS 
ADY550D 
AE15HAS 
AE15HAH 
AEW994A 
AFG 668S 
AFO 283S 
G458AFW 
AFW710A 
A505AGE 
C3AGL 
AGO 751 
AGU 35T 
AGW146N 
AGW59N 
129 AH 
10AHD 
AHK1N 
754 AHR 
FE11 AHS 
AJM 481A 
667 AJO 
AJZ16 
66 AKT 
414 N 
HAL4N 
444 LAN 
RAL41N 
JOA14N 
LI 9 ALB 
P28ALE 
DN53ALE 
ALE 22Y 
808 ALF 
AL18 ALL 
AL18 0YD 
ALK115S 
All COT 
DAL107T 
ALM 274B 
463 ALT 
R29ALY 
PAM 11D 
465 AMJ 
AMJ 378F 
AMJ 40L 
AML 21 OH 
BU11 AMY 
XI4 MYX 
AP07 NDY 
AB11 ANG 
AN15EED 
BU11 ANN 
ANN 783H 
ANN 797H 
ANP 265A 
4784 NT 
ANT153A 
A417 WAR 
M80 ANY 
EL15AOK 
AOR 21V 
6989 AP 
APA13Y 
APE99T 
APP 520J 
APP13S 
N20APS 
Cl APX 
APY236A 
APY235A 
ARA95A 
ARA814N 
ARB 592A 
ARC 116R 
ARF 80Y 
AR15TOV 
AR15 0NS 
ARV 523 
ASO 479 
8888 AS 
A5FAD 
H15HBY 
973 ASM 
YGY545S 
K18ASW 
741 ATD 
ATF257 
G170ATL 
ATL193A 
ATV36Y 
AUD16J 
F14AUD 
AUD 135V 
AUD145V 
AUD 151V 


AUJ 654A 

T900 BMW 

800 BYE 

CR17TAL 

P5 DKG 

EL10TTP 

3588 FM 


EG11 LES | 

GRE950N 

HAH 11V 

HEL317V 

HVN1N 

K12JNS 

C911 KJS 

59LOV 

MG 92 

NE11 LKO 

J617AUJ 

VJ52 BMW 

5 BYL 

CR15POS 

639 DKH 

ELL155X 

8179 FM 

HG11LES 

ERE3N 

HA17DER 

HEL31V 

535 XHW 

JOA14N 

KKH 798N 

7 LOW 

S55 MGC 

NEJ 65R 

AVG 358S 

KR15 BMW 

XG18BYS 

J973 CRM 

PI DKH 

ELL187T 

441 FMC 


PG11LES 

GRE169N 

478 HAJ 

HEM 58Y 

F492 HWJ 

H825 LJO 

D4KKK 

12 LOW 

MGL976 

NEL 870 

K155AVY 

Y840 ONY 

O 

C939 CRU 

3333 DL 

ELL 152 J 

7553 FN 

AG 15 ELE 

83 GRE 

HAL77S 

HEN 70N 

HWW 74T 

R2JAO 

KKR57 

LOW 312Y 

CW14MGW 

7 NEV 

K600AWA 

BNE15H 

CSJ215 

X61 DLE 

ELL4Y 

2641 FN 


GJI4728 

GRE 609N 

HAL4N 

HEN 570N 

HYD31R 

57 JO 

KLJ 357N 

LOX500 

222 MHY 

NEW 55S 

788 AWA 

830 BNG 

CAB 50N 

CST91A 

DLP8 

AO02 ELL 

DU11 FOG 


GJI94 

GRE 61 ON 

HAL58N 

HEN 71N 

HYE28 

JOA17P 

CA11 KLM 

E3LRD 

MHZ 8055 

NEW 31P 

AWF 732 

BNG 23 

CAB135H 

CST89A 

DLP9 

E7 LEB 

FON 6L 


GJK608 

GRE 694K 

HAL550N 

CA11 HER 

9 HYE 

J064NNE 

B11 KLW 

LRP51M 

Ml LLO 

NEW 574R 

AWG 400 

BNR8Y 

CAB 574R 

CSW 44D 

DM 6144 

ELS16W 

FOO 71Y 


J10GJP 

HGR33N 

KL15HAL 

HES46 

4^ 

JDB 50N 

342 KM 

5 LRP 

MIL 38 

5169 NF 

720 AWN 

BU11 BOB 

HU11 CAB 

CTC569M 

95 DM 

SEL50N 

FOR 883S 


S60 GJS 

GGR33N 

HAN 56N 

HES 70N 

ADI 7 JOB 

282 KM 

LRS 72 

MM15SYE 

NFC315S 

P8AWP 

BOB 650K 

CAB 805S 

M5CTH 

DMA 873 

ELU1S 

AFO 12D 


GJY401 

GRE16K 

HAN120W 

HEW177W 

IIL18 

C233 JOE 

251 KM 

LSA425 

J493MJL 

Y32 NFC 

642 AWV 

BA11 BOB 

CAC53Y 

CTP180W 

F20 DMB 

ELW15Y 

FOS 733R 


GKC50 

GRE50N 

H417 SEN 

HEW377S 


JOE50E 

252 KMA 

LSD 578 

61 MKL 

Nil NHL 

51 AX 

562 BOB 

CAD50N 

CUP5S 

G3 DMJ 

ELY 823C 

572 FOT 


GL 5918 

G11 GRO 

J114 NDS 

UEY720L 


198 JOE 

KMB 775 

LSD 823 

MKM72 

NIB 3333 

AXI409 

BOB 805S 

CAE 11 OS 

CUR715E 

DN 3754 

ELY 107T 

FOW153X 


GLA231T 

6 RUB 

HAP 3N 

HEX3N 

JA 3638 

C796JOE 

KNE109N 

LSG 47N 

AR08 MLR 

NIL 1464 

83 AXT 

B013BY0 

C4LEL 

CUT 53T 

6462 DN 

R2 ELY 

K22 FOX 

GLE350N 

GRY 565N 

APY64A 

98 HFK 

TJA883R 

92 JOF 

660 KNM 

LSG 267N 

6728 MM 

N25 SAN 

AXZ7476 

AIOBOC 

WCA10W 

CUT 963K 

DNG 34 

EMA628F 

K11 FOX 


G9 GLY 

LI 00 GRY 

HAR81Y 

HFZ 600 

JAB 81N 

JOG 3R 

KNV79N 

LSP 93 

740 MM 

NIW 72 

o 

UCA580D 

XCA10W 

Cl 66 VES 

DNZ23 

EMA635S 

3 FOY 


M7 GMB 

M999 GSF 

VHA121S 

333 HG 

JAC 680V 

JOI 8 

8 KNW 

HU11 LTD 

598 MM 

NIW19 

BOD 56Y 

CCA116W 

CVG 657F 

WE11 DOC 

EMA65K 

H6 FPD 


GNH79B 

GSG 86 

HAR 775Y 

3 HGD 

A864 JAC 

JOK765N 

491 KOD 

CA11 LTD 

5312 MM 

NJ 4544 

B1 AAM 

M6 BOD 

BOA10W 

17CVJ 

BU11 DOC 

EMA317X 

L35 FPH 


GNJ 63 

GSH3Y 

HAR19Y 

38 HGG 

JAC 946V 

JON 53N 

KOR12Y 

BU11 LTD 

1192 MM 

NJ 364 

YEL848S 

BOL 77S 

0411 LOW 

CVN 741Y 

BE11 DOC 

EMA53X 

7 FPP 


GNR 74 

GSK337 

HRT 50N 

HGU 869J 

JAC 687V 

JON IK 

KOT6Y 

WA11 LTD 

658 MMG 

J90 NJP 

G84CON 

751 BOL 

CAL110W 

50 CX 

BA11 DOC 

EMA67X 

FRO 661T 

GNT243M 1 

WHA121S 

HGU 866J 

JAC 58N 

C994JON 

889 KOV 

YE11 LTD 

F11 MMM 

NJT469H 

MG15 BAD 

BOL7T 

CCA118W 

CXZ4808 

HA11 DOC 

EMD57B 

FRO 664T 




ADH188S 

44 JAC 

JOH17P 

9850 KP 

R805 LTV 

Ell MMM 

NJW254P 

BAD 357T 

BOL 701V 

CA10 HAN 

CY 5241 

DOD 580Y 

EM18LYJ 

FRO 57T 





AAH 188S 

A227 JAC 

JON 49E 

KPR41 

R791 LTV 

K8 MMM 

T15 NJW 

BAD 57T 

BOL 701N 

LE51 CAM 

CYB 46 

443 DOL 

EM18LYY 

FRO 64T 




_ _ x 

S111 CKS 

JAD 35V 

M7 JON 

93 KRD 

LUC 180X 

S400 MMO 

7264 NK 

6 BAG 

Y828ONY 

04 NES 

CYN119C 

DOL 50N 

71 EN 

FRIO NOR 


t CHOOSE YllllH \ 

200 HKJ 

J777 JAE 

JK52JON 

KRG 99 

LUE5P 

167 MMT 

2340 NK 

BAG 909S 

Y848ONY 

CAR 6N 

CYN 700 

DOL 781 

ENG 147D 

BE11 FRY 


r- 


1 

HL 8674 

SE11 JAG 

JOS 11L 

F839 KRM 

LUE 7 V 

T55 MNG 

204 NKE 

9 BAG 

BAG 935S 

BON 533R 

13 0NS 

DCA120L 
CAR 15N 


DOM 513K 
DOM 41V 

N28ENN 
ENN73 

FRY 5V 


INITIALS!! 

HLK107T 
2222 HM 

TJA981R 
HU11 JAG 

JOY376N 

JPA261V 

F950 KRM 
L200 KRS 

LUG 70P 
P30 LUN 

MNG 72L 
MNH109K 

840 NKR 

S7 NLA 

BAG 913S 

B60OTH 

CAR 105K 

222 DA 

DON 39V 

90 ENR 

NE17 FRY 


1 Drafiv Dlotac 


P40 HMS 

AL15JAG 

E35 JPD 

KRW 724 

LUR4L 

MNH 78K 

J20 NLB 

BAH192W 

B00 85T 

CAR 14A 

5833 DA 

DON 63V 

ENR38 






HN 5141 

L200 JAH 

841 JPX 

7777 KS 

LVA11 

MNN 43D 

1 NLG 

BAH 77T 

B00 853X 

CAR 104T 

7 DAD 

DON 54V 

146 ENR 



1 . First Dick letters with 

A14 HND 

T246 JAL 

JR 8891 

KSB 868 

62 LW 

MOA 72X 

L18NLH 

841 NES 

BOO 856X 

0412 ONS 

EC14DAD 

DON 42V 

EOOIO 

SFU110N 
FUR9Y 
FUR12Y 
FUR 70N 

477 FUR 

21 FV 

13 FV 

A130 FVO 





HNM 5 

999 HNV 

T247 JAL 

Y3JRE 

KSL137 

LWG66 

MOC7P 

NLU 847 

P84 KER 

T7 00B 

V8 0AR 

M99 DAF 

DON 875V 

EPD 59V 


A-E, G, H, J-Y 


JAL53N 

532 JRR 

KSP3 

LXI96 

22 MOD 

89 NM 

B4 NEY 

D8 00S 

BCA120L 

DAH 21T 

B211 DON 

EP15TLE 





HO 1234 
SA11 HOA 
HOB 50W 
JHO850N 
HOB 85H 
HOB 85L 

JAM 190W 

JRS 971 

K600 KTE 

U<l 76 

MOE 856P 

NMA964T 

K8ANK 

YEL803S 

CAR 70N 

DAI 8 SYS 

454 DOR 

ERE3N 


z. Numoers pgner 

JAM 53E 

JSA228G 

700 KTF 

LYA51N 

MOE 96P 

NMG 98 

BAR 71N 
BARI 21N 

S33 BOS 
ROT 80S 

04 REN 

CAR 185T 

DA15YYZ 
DAI 5 YOK 

DOR 668 
DOR15Y 

ERG 73 

Y905ERH 


numbers subject to availability) 1 

JAM 66S 
BU11 JAN 

N666JSD 

JSK204 

X495 KTG 
T12 KTH 

LYB11E 

LYC3E 

985 MOE 
MOE566X 

805 NNN 

95 NNO 

BAR 77N 

SHE 80S 

PCA123Y 

DA18SYY 

DOU 6K 

CA11 ERS 


3. Add vour 3 letters (not 1. Q or Z) 1 

JAN 66T 

K10JSM 

C540 KTH 

LYL3N 

MOG9X 

NNW5 

BARI 21K 

BOB 805S 

VA11 CAR 

DAL3A 

DOV 688 

ESE 536 


| 



B898 JAN 

A129JSO 

90 KTW 

BE11 LYN 

MOG 884X 

NNZ6237 

BAR 123T 

SHI 805S 

AA17 CAR 

A99 DAL 

DOW17S 

A8 ESM 

FYJ777 


— A 1 


rr>n 

HOB 850N 
HOB135N 
K16HOB 
HOD 635N 

E259 JAN 

JSR 640 

67 KU 

LYN 3R 

MOL 73N 

NOA8H 

BAR 120N 

POW 805S 

B555 CAR 

DAM 8 

5469 DP 

E551 TON 

1 

jm n | 

JAN 35A 

JSV315 

KUN189 

BU11 LYN 

RM0113R 

N018BYS 

B45 HYK 

MFC 805S 

CAS11W 

DA54 NNY 

DRE64N 

EST116D 



Al 

jlH 

-MM 

B623 JAN 

X54 JSX 

KV 4505 

BA11 LYN 

MOR 73R 

NOB13X 

BBA53Y 

REE805S 

CAS 952A 

E290 DAN 

DRE 5S 

8361 ET 


1 

ni 

v I W 

LWU 

JAN 35S 

552 JTA 

KWA83 

LYN 814X 

MOR155R 

279 NOB 

BAS 11L 

PEE 805S 

RCA 53Y 

E859 DAN 

DRR 504B 

1306 ET 

174 GAB 
GA18BYX 
LSG 41N 
T264JAL 

64 LS 


■ 



W33 HOG 
HO04HOG 
LA56 HOG 
HOL73N 
HOL7W 

JAN 37H 

326 JTB 

KWC688 

LYN 78P 

MOR318Y 

NOB 80X 

BBA570N 

ROT 80S 

047 ONS 

OAN16L 

DRS 260J 

18 ET 





JA0 4L 

469 JTO 

P911 KWG 

E282 LYN 

M24GAN 

NOB 56X 

BAS 938 

VET805S 

C4TBY 

E897 DAN 

S90 DRU 

1931 ET 


1 Current Stvle Plates 


JAP17N 

JUD 68S 

KYA51N 

LYN 87X 

M21 GAN 

N013BYC 

EBA570N 

FAB 805S 

CAV380Y 

DC53 DAN 

K11 DRU 

ETA 18 





JAP 5 

JUF 648 

84 KYD 

LYN 223Y 

M28 GAN 

NOH 712 

B13SSU 

SB0 55Y 

CAZ 235 

FI 5 DAN 

DRV 11K 

BT57 ETA 


1. First pick 2 letters (not 1, Q or Z)| 

X111 JAP 

JUG35H 

K77 KYD 


MOS 51S 

NOM 88 

B4 SET 

CAB 805S 

542 CBK 

D1 ART 

DS 9305 

ETA7E 




__ i 

JAR 50N 

JUK5W 

KYL13S 

MOS 55S 

JNO 74Y 

8 ATY 

B055 ERE 

353 CBK 

D24 NDN 

DSD 44 

A16ETA 

GAL 73N 


z. unoose trom t>i, uz, t> 2 , ua, t>a i 

HOL 70N 

JAR120N 

JUL16N 

KYL13M 

M 63 

MOS5L 

NOW 938 

8 AIT 

1305 S 

952 CBK 

DAR 7S 

DSJ 852 

ETH 310V 

GAM 811N 
GAM 3S 


04,54,05,55,06,56,07, etc 

HOL 78N 
NSX352A 

JAR 450N 

JUL104N 

KYL38K 

MAB813Y 

MOT 3L 

NPA910 

YBA73S 

BOU107H 

567 CBM 

DAR12T 

K1 DSM 

F112 ETH 


JAR 60N 

JUL106N 

KYM 774X 

MAB 837T 

MOV13X 

570 NPE 

LY61 BAV 
L22BAX 

BOU108H 

D80WES 

CBW32V 

CCA665M 

D421 ENE 
OAS 70R 

S30 DSR 
DSU 378 

ETH 920V 
S861 ETT 

A868 GAP 
GAR1H 


3. Add 3 letters (not 1 or Q) 

HOO 50N 
HOO 531N 

JAR 35Y 
NJA50N 

JUL113N 

JUL333S 


790 MAB 
M19BSY 

MOW 13R 
MOW 9R 

NRG 71 
GR11 NRR 

J84YLY 

BOW36N 

DD11 CCC 

D4SSU 

DT 9695 

14 EU 

GAR IX 




■ 

BE11 HOP 

GJA50N 

5 JUN 

LAB 37T 

MAI 3 OOF 

MOW 3R 

NSX346A 




-v 

BAY 11Y 
BBC 929B 

SE11 BOX 
WWW80X 

401 CCE 

536 CCE 

DAV3N 

DAV135N 

8908 DT 

872 DTP 

EUI20 

8619 EV 

GAR ID 
GAR 501N 

1 

- MP1 RAM 

F110 RNE 
HOR 702N 

JAS 796 

J45 ONB 

JVG 140 
2604 JW 

N914 LAG 
N910 LAG 

MAC 346V 
MAC 15S 

MOW 1 
MOY124P 

2222 NS 

NS 4570 

200 BBD 

WAC180X 

CL02 CCL 

DAV135D 

671 DTT 

EVE 383 

G4 ROT 


■ VI 

■ Ml V 


HOR 53N 

JAS 278 

JW 896 

LAL14W 

MAC 16P 

6 MPR 

NS 5603 

BBK 69 

LON 680X 
EB10YCE 

7996 CD 
X358 CDA 

DAV15L 

DAV15F 

1 DUB 
P598 DUD 

EVG 559H 
EVG 707H 

GAR140Y 




_ / 

HOR 701N 

JAS 500N 
JAT140T 

JWO 96N 

JY 632 

LAM 88B 
LAM 85P 

M24CKS 
938 MAE 

22MPY 

P12MPY 

NSJ 871 

NSN 7 

4444 BC 

GAR16N 


1 


1 

HOR 733N 

8888 BC 

FUM 80Y 

X389 CDA 

DAV135V 

P249 DUD 

EVN 235L 

GAR189L 


V Most Initials available y 

HOR 58N 

JAT117T 

JY 9184 

S52 LAN 

832 MAE 

5555 MR 

K16NTA 

74 BCE 

BOY IP 

299 CDL 

G20 DAW 

DUG 528C 

EVN 241L 

T6 ASK 





HOS 541N 
400 HOT 

CH15JAT 

JYC25 

J4 LAO 

NMA660T 

MRC51P 

NTG 269P 

555 BCJ 

296 BCJ 

5018 BP 
5061 BP 

CDM 804M 
CEA30Y 

G16 DAW 
G17DAW 

DUG 55S 
W50 DUG 

EVN 215 

EV0 7V 

GA15SSS 

GAT3N 





HOT 70N 
HOV154W 

JAV 51W 
LOJ4X 

JYP 998 

3 LAT 

BUY 14W 

NMA 963T 
MAH 33D 

MRR 45W 
WA11 MRS 

D8 NTS 

79 NTW 






82 BCJ 

3722 BP 

T14CEE 

DAW 54T 

DUJ 251T 

V61 EVO 


380 GNW 

GSK535 

1 HAR 7T 

JAY833N 


LAW 59W 

MAH 41P 

MSA 27 

NTW10P 

BDK85 

7334 BP 

E16CEW 

DAW17T 

DUR120Y 

EVO 124A 

GAV117S 


GOB5W 

GSL734 

1 HAR153N 

448 HOV 

A364 JAY 

1040 K 

OKI 5 LAY 

MAH 41E 

B9 MSR 

NUS7Y 

49 BDL 

3108 BP 

208 CFC 

R100DAW 

DUT81C 

EVR111M 

G4 VEN 


GOB 58N 

GSU 933 

1 HA12LUX 

HOW 477J 

JAY 51N 

KAJ69N 

LAZ8 

C701 MAK 

MSV878 

NUT IE 

3333 BE 

8713 BP 

0974 CFG 

P70 DAW 

A876 DUX 

560 EVT 

CA11 GAY 


GOB 81L 

GSV201 

1 HA15NYN 

HOY 733N 

A199 JAY 

KAJ53N 

31 LBF 

S555 MAK 

MTT606 

NUX210W 

BEA1T 

957 BPW 

0986 CFG 

72 OAWN 

45 DVB 

32 EWD 

GAZ 4644 

000560D 

76GTG 

■ H444SAN 

8927 HP 

HA11 JAY 

KAJ58N 

LBF 57 

MAL 261W 

MTU 41C 

X108NVW 

B6ATY 

674 BPW 

CFM112W 

G19DAW 

DVG620G 

82 EWS 

GBM 992E 


T260 JAL 

A14GTO 

1 HA05SAN 

764 HPA 

S26 JAY 

KAL550N 

LBK513 

MAL119W 

MTW555C 

5354 NW 

BEA570N 

6 BR 

CG 4844 

P80 DAW 

H3DXR 

7 EYL 

GBR 499 


GOL50N 

B16GTP 

1 GHA770N 

32 HPF 

JAZ59 

KAR12Y 

LDD 87 

MAL357P 

S11 MIX 

L4NWA 

9 BEE 

BRA17T 

0118 PEL 

529 DAY 

DXS19 

D011 EYS 

XII GBS 


NG01D 

30 GU 

1 H4TAC 

HRT 81 

JBB 906 

KAR317P 

LEA812E 

MAL338W 

S30 MUD 

NWT 5 

AL18ELL 

BRA550K 

RCH 41M 

DAY 103 

60DYB 

4^ 

K9GCE 


GOL81N 

GUM 

1 HAT58N 

HSH 997Y 

S10JBB 

KAR317V 

BU11 LEE 

C54 MAL 

MUH 554N 

20 NX 

Y831 ONY 

BRA 991T 

CHA210T 

DBC 766T 

DYL101V 

GCN 254 


90 LF 

GUN 58N 

1 KKH 773N 

HSH 934Y 

JBM990F 

KAR1H 

LEE 5N 

MAP 55S 

MU15SYN 

E6NYC 

BU11 BEN 

BRA7T 

RCH 45M 

M8 DBJ 

DYW15 

455 F 

693 GCR 


GOO IE 

FG11 PSY 

1 HAV80Y 

T1 HSU 

860 JBM 

B17KAR 

LEE 366 

MAR 647E 

MUS114H 

NYK5Y 

BEN 598 

BRA 99 

RCH 33M 

DBJ 49 

XEA7X 

FI 50 ETH 

GCS141 

GT02DON 

GUR HIT 

1 HAW53Y 

BL16HTS 

S6JBM 

KAS 160 

AA10LEE 

MAR 771V 

MW 8743 

3748 NZ 

BEN7T 

VI0 BEN 

BRA77T 

BRA330B 

RCH 34M 
CHL100E 

477 DBM 
DBR23S 

FAB 59S | 

GDE 444W 

1 

GOR 84N 

GUS 74R 

| HAW50N 

HUB 42D 

JBW664Y 

KAS 839 

LEG 6P 

MAR 63L 

MWC 6P 


FAB 118S 







JBX 472N 

KAS 802 

LEG 785W 

MRR 19W 

PI MWD 


P28 ERT 

B3 REL 

6 BRC 
BRE35Y 

CHN 430B 
CHO 74L 

J317DCD 
J265 DCD 

M26 EAN 
M29 EAN 

F486 HWJ 
F46ANS 







JCC152N 
JCM 590 

KA15ARZ 
KAT 35V 

LEG 37T 
YEL499S 

M425 HAL 
MRR 10W 

MWJ 292 
MWL45 

OAH 368V 
M20AKS 

WINTER BARGAINS 

E78 ERY 

BRE78Y 

C11 OKA 

D11DCK 

EAN IIS 

FAJ 53L 





.... .... 


JCR 999P 

K14TEC 

BE11 LEN 

MAR 63P 

SA55 MXR 

OAK3S 

F83 RRY 

BRE 70T 

CHR 930 

DCK231B 

F8EAN 

FA15SUL 



ALL IMUlVlDtrio Ant nUb ZU7o VH 


K14JCR 

KAW53N 

BA11 LEN 

MAR 437V 

777 MYC 

OAK7M 

BER 768V 

BRE771Y 

CHU 88Y 

DCK75B 

F6EAN 

FA11 RNS 



J. can TRANQEER FEE 


JDK228N 

R697 KAW 

LEN 941H 

MAR 100N 

7 MYC 

M200AKS 

TBE 57T 

BRE770T 

CHZ140 

DCM 94Y 

JEA501V 

5 FAJ 





II 1 kk 


JDM 886 

BU11 KAY 

LEN 181P 

MRV1N 

A5MYH 

B1 OAP 

EDB35T 

BRE 223Y 

CIL 6575 

8553 DD 

EAS153X 

FAJ 56L 

Gan be transferred immediately subiect to terms 

Y6JDT 

HA11 KAY 

LEN IK 

MAS 537 

B524 MYJ 

HI 4 OAT 

FI 49 ETH 

BRE 11T 

CIL7601 

7479 DD 

EA54ANC 

FAJ 51L 


or supplied on a retention certificate 

JDY 200 

KAY 537V 

BE11 LEO 

MAS6Y 

L555 MYL 

OBU 31 IP 

BET 228 

BR18ANJ 

Cl2 RON 

2522 DD 

SEA 701V 

S499 FAJ 

L 

WA14JED 

KAY 83V 

BU11 LEO 

LFM 454N 

MYR 4P 

OD 620 

8 ETS 

2 BET 

BR18NEY 

GBR150N 

X5CJJ 

545 CJO 

X344 DDA 
DDE 98P 

J5EAT 

GEA70N 

FAK13Y 

FA0191N 

^_ 






I'M EDO 

N3 «BC 

BA11 LEO 

MA54 LAH 

MYR46X 

O 

ODE 139F 

1 /" 


Al 1 CRH 

\ 

JOO tiro 

T27 JEF 

KBD 76 

LE05EXY 

MAT 235S 

OGV91M 

100 BEV 

FBR199S 

H2CJV 

BE11 DEB 

El 7 VES 

FAR 7Y 

1 B431 KGY 

JVG 867M 

JEL50N 

817KBM 

LEP 84 

T132 MAU 

S2 OGX 

B3XMT 

BBR166S 

CKE188 

BU11 DEB 

EAZ7 

TFA12R 

1 DUJ245T 

F839KRM G170 ATL T132 MAU 

JEL55S 

73 KBP 

BU11 LES 

T133MAU 

NAD 99M 

OHM 59Y 

RJ07 BEX 

EBR 199S 

CKT 26 

BA11DEB 

R4 EBB 

FAS77T 

IV F4RRHW.I FDVR43T H42BVKIJ T.IA Q43R J 

JEM 41 

87KBP 

LES13R 

T106 MAU 

921 NAE 

OJ 272 

BF 4210 

569 BFM 

BR18AAN 

BRK99Y 

2222 CL 
TCL41R 

DEB19S 
DEB 24A 

8 EBC 

6 EBH 

FAT80Y 

FAT138Y 

1 






J3 NSU 
JE11 NER 

KBS 5 
B16KCH 

YEL377S 
LEV 177V 

MAW60N 
BA11 MAX 

R300 NAG 
NAJ18W 

OK 9362 
J666 0LL 

\r 


ALL £75 

\ 

BG 6372 

996 BRL 

WCL45S 

DEB 501V 

153 EBK 

F477 TAH 

| GVG618K 

1 

JEP 35H 

KCH 38N 

LEV 177Y 

BE11 MAX 

NAJ18P 

OLY268P 

3333 BG 

11 BRS 

RCL41R 

DE18BYX 

Y836ONY 

FAT33N 

1 H825 LJO 

J767 DCD JVG 869M N914 LAG 

R777JEP 

KCL197 

LEV 177J 

BU11 MAX 

CJ07 NAL 

ONE7L 

BGF2H 

BRU 3L 

C112VES 

DEE 585L 

9 ECD 

CA11 FAX 

IV IR17 AM I 

IQ7R IDRM 1 RR4R YRRR (DnA J 

JES1W 

KDG89 

LEW 13 J 

MAY 598P 

Y309 NAL 

ONE 11H 

BGR 36 

DH CO DVM 

T18CLP 

DEE3L 

667 ECD 

FAX 11V 

■ v— ™ 






RJE5S 

KDG 977 

LEW 847H 

MAY 769F 

NAN 70N 

A181 ONR 

D IDO nYI\l 


BGW19T 

CBR 750N 

CLU 88S 

DEE 41L 

148ECD 

R33FBD 

1 /" 


Al 1 PHCrt 

. 

JES53P 

K18KDJ 

LEW 307P 

MBH 31H 

N934 NAP 

13 ONS 

9301 BH 

BRY417T 

6666 CM 

DE10NGY 

ECU OES 

FBD 33 

i i arr ^joa 

MLL LIUU uiviT40^r v 

R011JET 

B19KEA 

LEW 18S 

X2MBL 

NAS 671 

Y814 0NY 

BHA77T 

N6 BRY 

577 CME 

M9 DEL 

ECU 805S 

FBR 83 

AUJ 654A 

CTC569M HNB155D PAO 234P 

5 JGB 

KEA 524 

8 LEX 

MBN13R 

NAS 628 

OO 2698 

BHO 74R 
BHW 526A 

5555 BS 
BSB8W 

A19CMJ 

COA57S 

DEL128Y 
DEL 661T 

EDD11T 

EDD17T 

FBZ27 

533 FOG 

| V CHN 437B FMW114J MFX 514W TSO 370R J 

JGL19 

24 JGN 

K22 KEF 
KE15HAA 

MR52 LEY 
LFM 427N 

MBZ3744 
9818 MC 

N45 EER 
NAS 42 H 

P50 OOC 
OPC188 


BIG 59 

El BTB 

COA 77S 

DEM953Y 

J3 EDD 

FOR 888 

\f A137 J{ 


ALL £195 P598 DUDA 

59JGN 

KE15 HAS 

A4LGB 

MCC 255 

NAS 54R 

OPP 977V 

B16GER 

BTM 92L 

V8COB 

F7 DEN 

EDD13Y 

88 FOX 

30 

B4JGR 

KEL10G 

568 LHA 

MCE 815 

NAS 70R 

VI4 ORR 

BIG 8115 

368 BTP 

YEL427S 

X7DEN 

B16EDD 

62FCY 

1 AQftR \A/FT FFY RQRP KM\/ 7QM 

PJT 574J | 

JGU 710C 

A445 KEL 

1 YMO 

12MCJ 

NAS 13R 

VA11 ORY 

BIG 8411 

321 BTT 

G6 COD 

G6 DEP 

EDD171T 

9229 FD 

i 





JHC 454 

BE11 KEN 

LI 54 SAL 

MC17LRN 

NA15ARX 

OT15SSS 

B16TUM 

BTW756 

COE 693 

DES1N 

EDE 86R 

81 FD 

ANY 201A 

HDS 259G LUL 529A PKH 130P 

8 JHC 

BU11 KEN 

H18LJC 

MCV4N 

BU11 NAT 

BA11 OTS 

BIG 655 

31 BTW 

COL173R 

DEV3Y 

EDE87R 

1 FDG 

1 BHW517A HVG 840L MNH110K T246 JAL 

M13JHN 

BA11 KEN 

S3 LJO 

MCW95G 

BA11 NAT 

WE11 OUT 

BIL 985 

S600 BUC 

L200 COM 

EN15DEV 

E6 ENS 

FDV543T 





_ 


2314 Jl 

KEN 33P 

LKO 555 

MCY92E 

BE11 NAT 

W7 0WL 

BIG 8115 

BU65YOK 

FI 3 COM 

8422 DF 

N4 EDH 

FE 8195 

oe ia 

INBL^yiNI INI LJ DO 11 IGlVVIUOLy 

JIL 8866 

K3NOC 

753 LKP 

MDG 351V 

N4THS 

0X194 

BIL 140 

CH52BUG 

CON 31IV 

6044 DF 

T8 EDO 

TFE4R 







JJ 5067 

KEN14P 

7777 LM 

MDM 687G 

NAT IIS 

P28 OYD 

81 MBO 

A81 RKE 

J638 UND 
J648 UND 

CON4V 

COO180X 

9074 DF 
2986 DF 

EDS 15 

F36 ANS 







R7JJG 
M55 JJH 

KEN 5S 
HE15KEN 

PH11 LMD 

3511 ME 
LFM 31 ON 

HA11 NAT 


EE 9471 

HFE1N 

L12GDN 


GOR3Y 

BU11 GUY 

851 HBC 

HUG 637S 

LNB 269 

NAV300F 


ARB 150N 

A18UNK 

C00165T 

46 DFC 

67 EE 

FLE517Y 

GEF 340V 


GOV88W 

BE11 GUY 

HBF406 

HUG 637T 

R11 JKA 

AN64 KEN 

LNH 979 

MEL 15F 

NAV330S 

PAD 63T 

B15CHO 

K13URN 

333 COP 

798 DFU 

H294 EFB 

FET 332 

GEF 80N 


GOW9N 

BA11 GUY 

HBG 7 

HUG 35N 

M9 JKC 

8171 KF 

LOC 41X 

MEL 70L 

N17VCD 

PAD 260W 

B55 HOP 

SBU12R 

COR 541R 

2733 DG 

EFC308A 

FEZ 3333 

GEJ20 


GOW37S 

HA11 GUY 

240 HBP 

HU119 

JKH 894L 

2642 KF 

LOF4X 

MEL145P 

D18NAW 

PAD 742 

T100 BJD 

TBU12R 

COR 64N 

S200 DGT 

EFC416 

FFB811 

AB07 GEM 


999 GP 

456 GUY 

HC 5726 

HUM 33R 

JKS 48P 

KFC47 

CA11 LOG 

NME110R 

N42EEM 

T253 PAD 

913 BKE 

BUR 61S 

COS 777A 

DGW 428B 

405 EFH 

C17FFC 

GEN 77S 


28 GP 

50 GX 

HC 7831 

HUM 813S 

JKW6 

KFM 73 

L015 LAX 

MEL154P 

1807 NB 

PAD IP 

BKN2T 

B1 JST 

COV311S 

DHJ 886B 

4 EFJ 

FHH301K 

6 ENS 


999 GPA 

73 GYM 

HCK144E 

HUN 71N 

S11 JKW 

KFV406S 

LOM 45S 

Y31 MEL 

6506 NB 

PAG 33E 

A959 BKU 

BBU7T 

COX 576V 

DHK499 

L5EGM 

FHH 348K 

AG51 GEO 


8GPR 

T8GYM 

HOT 58 

HUN 7N 

L17JLW 

111 KGE 

LON 680X 

A873MEL 

NBD 52 

PAL 70R 

BL4 66K 

PBU 7S 

COX792C 

CA11 DHL 

509 EHA 

54 FJ 

GE53 RGA 


8 GR 

41* 

HDS 259G 

HUP IN 

JM 8753 

58KGG 

LOO 138V 

MEN 100M 

NBN 50 

PAL54W 

KBL41N 

ABU7T 

COX 31V 

D34 BLO 

EHD17 

56 FJ 

GER1A 

GRA 790V 

HDS 733H 

HUR 57T 

JMA986K 

KGL26 

708 LOP 

T011 MEN 

96 NOG 

HA11 PAM 

E81 AKE 

HBU 770N 

976 COX 

DIL4802 

EHL50 

97 FL 

63 RRY 

GRA 290V 

3207 HA 

HE 4948 

HUR 57V 

JMB 444C 

KGL83 

BIO PES 

FE11 MEN 

NCP 267 

BA11 PAM 

B115ETT 

CBU7T 

CPA107T 

DIL8858 

EHN 328H 

91 FLA 

166 ERY 


GRA78N 

8473 HA 

KHE4P 

144 HUR 

JMC51 

B431 KGY 

Cl 10 REN 

M23 RCS 

NCZ8732 

BU11 PAM 

BLM 835 

JBU 770N 

CPE 76 

DIL6646 

63 EK 

FLA 91T 

68 GFR 


624 CE 

HAB 84S 

MHE4P 

HUR7Y 

587 JMP 

K1 DUM 

LOR 3R 

MES 53Y 

6553 ND 

BE11 PAM 

544 BLO 

EBU 7T 

CRA16L 

Dll NOF 

EKA 750 

FLA 66S 

GFX488D 

GRA 713V 

HAB18N 

HEA74H 

HUT76N 

JP08JMP 

XK15SSX 

LOU 153P 

HI5 MES 

842 ND 

PAM 2E 

BLO 77S 

BVP 629 

CRA138L 

K88 DJG 

EKR4J 

645 FLD 

1001 GG 

GRA990N 

HAB 86N 

HEC5 

HUT 71N 

JMR 702 

AK15SED 

LOU 159P 

MES 878 

NDD958 

PAM 11D 

B7 UEY 

BVP190 

CRE3T 

DJI 7757 

EL 67 

FLE 33T 

GGL273 


GRA70N 

HAB18J 

HED 63N 

HUT 701N 

JMS8V 

KK15SER 

B10UTH 

MFA54 

4571 NE 

PAM 153R 

B13BMF 

63BVT 

CRE59Y 

D16DJN 

6284 EL 

86 FLF 

61 ANT 

GRA 758N 

HAB 40J 

HEG 50N 

WHU 770N 

JMS7V 

KJ 1673 

LOU 158P 

MFC 805S 

NED 87P 

E7PAM 

CA11 BMW 

563 BWD 

CRE4T 

951 DJU 

YEL476S 

FL03 RRY 

XG18BOS 


GRD 23 

HAB 40S 

HEL41V 

HUT 10V 

JMW 693 

1111 KJ 

V21 OUD 

MFF 949 

NEE 42 

D872 PAM 

SE11 BMW 

S88 BWN 

CRE45T 

947 DK 

SEL150N 

179 FLY 

G19ERT 


GRE1N 

HAG3E 

HEL317S 

CHU 770N 

4407 JN 

KJG 898P 

El 3 LOU 

MFO 283 

EHN 335H 

PAM 50R 

AVI 5 BMW 

BYE51T 

CR15PCO 

4859 DK 

LEL150N 

254 FLY | 

GIL 15 


605 HUW 

JN 3773 

M20 KJS 

LOV3P 

MFX514W 

NE11 LOK 

PAM 484M 


P8 MLR 
E5PAM 
PAM 222R 
PAM 14R 
P999 PAM 
PAN 7S 
PAO108P 
PAR 37H 
PAR 53L 
PAS533S 
PAS5S 
BA11 PAT 
BU11 PAT 
PAT169W 
D735 PAT 
A460 PAT 
A972 PAT 
SI 21 PAT 
PAT18M 
PAT34M 
E5PAT 
E3PAT 
PAT 31S 
PAT 11J 
PAT333W 
HA11 PAT 
PAU144R 
M70 PAU 
PAV62J 
PAZ1 
PAZ4 
PAZ 6 
PBE39 
PBJ 49 
PBN 822 
PCD 667 
PCS 81R 
L5 PDF 
Y791 PDM 
PEA73R 
PEE 805S 
H812PEF 
PEG 555 
PEG 5R 
PEG 199 
PEN 677S 
PEN 155S 
PEP 3R 
PEP 53Y 
PERI 21N 
PER 177N 
P357 UNH 
PET 73R 
RPE73R 
RPE76R 
PET80Y 
P888 PET 
2620 PF 
V4PFK 
19PFM 
PFN 25S 
PG 8016 
5695 PG 
S6 PGJ 
8 PGJ 
PH 5367 
1531 PH 
748 PHA 
PHA 998 
RS04 PHD 
PHH 57P 
Pill LUK 
Pill LOK 
PH11 LDO 
Pill LHY 
PHJ 863K 
J056PHN 
PHO 563 
S053 PHS 
PHW29R 
59 PHW 
PIA9746 
PIJ 3252 
PIL15 
PIL4 
PIL 111 
PP15SST 
3588 PJ 
7461 PJ 
7612 PJ 
655 PJH 
S77 PJW 
6248 PK 
9217 PK 
693 PKJ 
3546 PL 
APL47T 
BPL47T 
PLA3R 
PLA 73R 
PLE 888 
PMY475W 
717 PMA 
PMB 890L 
P66 PMP 
PT51 PMT 
PMY506W 
PN 7018 
1111 PN 
PNC 137 
All2 PND 
A150 PND 
All5 PND 
PNS 6 
LP0111Y 
POM3Y 
POM 333Y 
Y869 ONY 
Y809 ONY 
PON 66Y 
Y829 ONY 
PON 245Y 
Y879 ONY 
POP 574R 
P50SSH 
POT IN 
POT312S 
JU11 POT 
POW 805S 
POW311F 
4288 PP 
2688 PP 


0116 235 0116 


Gynsill 


Anstey, Leicester 

8.00am to 8.00pm 7 Days a Week 


7AN 


NUMBERS WANTED FOR CASH 































































